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Notre Europe publishes the TGAE report:
Think Global – Act European 

The contribution of 14 European think tanks 
to the Spanish, Belgian, and Hungarian Trio Presidency of the European Union

In Brussels on the 4th of March, the think tank Notre Europe* presented in partnership with the Real Instituto Elcano, Egmont, GKI and 9 others think tanks**, the second edition of the Think Global – Act European  (TGAE) report, directed by Elvire Fabry and Gaëtane Ricard-Nihoul (Notre Europe, March 2010). 

Following the 2008 edition, dedicated to the French, Czech and Hungarian Trio Presidency, 14 European think tanks have joined together once again to address their recommendations to the current Trio, of Spain, Belgium and Hungary.

With the establishment of the permanent European Council presidency and the High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy the role of rotating presidencies has changed and thus that of the Trio Presidency, detailed in the Treaty of Lisbon.

Is the rotating presidency still important? In this new edition of Think Global – Act European (TGAE), experts from the 14 think tanks answer this question by scrutinising the 18-month programme of the current Trio Presidency. For each issue (structural reform, economic governance, energy, climate change, migration, internal security, world governance, foreign policy, defence policy, EU institutions, the EU political space and budget), the authors look at the changing global context and today's challenges in order to make concrete recommendations to the Trio. In the sensitive context of the Lisbon Treaty implementation and complex management of the economic crisis, specific attention is given to the decisive coordination role that can be played by the Trio Presidency in shaping more integrated – and therefore more efficient - European strategies. 

The report includes a list of 15 key recommendations.

Among the high profiled personalities who made contributions at the launching event of the report in Brussels on 4 March, Diego López Garrido, Secretary of State for the EU of the Kingdom of Spain; Olivier Chastel, Secretary, of State for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Belgium; Gábor Iván, head of the Permanent representation of Hungary to the EU; João Vale de Almeida, Director-General for External Relations at the European Commission; Mario Monti, former European Commissioner entrusted by J-M Barroso with producing a report on a relaunch of the single market, and member of the Reflection group on the future of Europe 2020-2030; Odile Renaud-Basso, deputy head of cabinet to H. Van Rompuy; Enrique Baron Crespo, former President of the European Parliament; Michel Servoz, Director at the General Secretary of the European Commission; and Edit Herczog, Hungarian member of European parliament.

The report is available in English for free on the website: www.notre-europe.eu/en/tgae
*Notre Europe is a European think tank based in France, founded by Jacques Delors and dedicated to thinking a united Europe.
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