Interview with Amb. Alexandre Stutzmann, European Union Representative to the West Bank & Gaza Strip, UNRWA
In this conversation, I speak with Ambassador Alexandre Stutzmann, the European Union’s Representative to the West Bank and Gaza Strip. We discuss the prospects for a two-state solution, the current state of Israeli-Palestinian relations, and the role the EU can play beyond financial assistance.
Odin Linardatou
Is a two-state solution Ambassador something we can realistically look forward to? Is it still feasible?
Amb. Alexandre Stutzmann
The two-state solution has been for a long time and lately been increasingly repeated as the stated objective of the European Union and of many of its partners as the next step or the ultimate goal in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian issue. I mean, there's been the New York Declaration, which was initiated by France and Saudi Arabia which then gathered a massive support between July and September. And this is not about the recognition of Palestine, but the road to the implementation of the two-state solution. This was already the declared objective of the Oslo process which 30 years later hasn't achieved its objective so therefore the reiteration and especially in the context of after October 7th and the tragic episodes that we have witnessed both on October 7th and in the months and two years that followed with the war in Gaza and the killing of innocent
people on both sides. This is something that has brought the political leadership to restate the two-state solution as a political objective. The road is not easy to get there. It will require negotiations, concessions, understanding, reconciliation, there's a real healing process. It's many layers. It's the human layer as well as the macro political layer. It will not be done by itself. It's something which needs to involve, first of all, the parties, both sides. But given the circumstances, the parties will probably need a little bit of a push and extra help coming also from outside. And this is where the EU responsibility, among the responsibility of others, comes into the game.
Odin Linardatou 
Before we talk more about the EU’s role—do Israelis and Palestinians actually talk to each other? Will it be easier now that the first phase of the U.S. plan is in motion and hostages have been released? Does that make the path forward any easier?
Ammb. Stutzmann 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The release of the remaining living hostages—as well as the return of hostages in exchange for prisoners—was clearly a precondition for any further steps. Now that this has happened, we are still only in the first phase. The ceasefire must hold, and the next steps outlined in the plan—whether referring to the Trump plan or the New York Declaration—will need to be activated. That will take time. Crucially, it also requires that Israelis and Palestinians move closer to each other. But the trauma experienced on both sides after October 7th has made that incredibly difficult. Over the past two years, the two populations have actually drifted further apart. It’s too early to say whether they will come back together. Right now, the mood doesn’t suggest it if we can help initiate a reconciliation process—and how exactly that might happen remains unclear—it would create hope that good will can return, and people might talk to each other again. But all sides must see the need for a solution that benefits everyone. For now, that’s not how it’s perceived.
Odin Linardatou
Can the EU play a role here? You are on the ground, you see the situation first-hand, which not many Europeans can do. Beyond financial assistance, which is very important of course, can the EU help?
Amb. Stutzmann 
Financial support is important—it helps ease the daily life of people, and that's something we are actively doing—but clearly, it’s not enough. A political solution is essential. It needs to be initiated and must involve both parties. It cannot be imposed from the outside, nor can it happen without the involvement of those who live there. 
The approach should not be patronizing, but rather supportive. Sometimes support means encouraging people to take brave steps—to cross boundaries they previously thought were uncrossable.
That is where the international community comes in. Every actor—each country—has different relationships and influence with one or the other party. Those with stronger ties to each side have a responsibility to use those relationships constructively.
Odin Linardatou
That brings me to my next question—does the EU actually engage with both sides? With both Israelis and Palestinians?
Amb. Stutzmann
Yes, the EU does,. The EU is at its strongest when united. We are 27 member states, along with the EU institutions and political leadership. When we speak with one voice, we can be a real force—we have the tools, we have the means, and we have the financial and political instruments to support, to accompany, and to apply pressure when needed, in the right way and at the right time. But to do that, we must act with unity and consistency.
Odin Linardatou
Are you worried that now, with the hostages freed and the story moving out of the headlines, the momentum will be lost? That we’ll be back at square one?
Amb. Stutzmann 
That is a real risk. Media coverage, especially around the hostages, kept public attention alive. As tragic as that episode was, it maintained focus on the issue. Now that it's over, other global events may start dominating the headlines.
Europe also faces many pressing challenges near its own borders, and those deserve attention and get attention. So yes, the risk is that we return to the status quo. However, I don’t get that sense from the EU leadership. 
President Costa, the President of the European Council, made it very clear in his public remarks following the Sharm El Sheikh meeting that we must now engage seriously in a peace process. The same determination is visible in High Representative Kaja Kallas and in the President of the European Commission, who has shown both political and financial commitment to rebuilding Gaza. But that reconstruction must be part of a political process—it can’t just be a real estate operation.
Odin Linardatou 
Will the EU provide the financial resources to help rebuild Gaza?
Amb. Stutzmann
It will be challenging to mobilize the amount needed—and it shouldn’t be just the EU contributing. Other countries and actors, public and private, will need to step in as well. Ultimately, it could also present an investment opportunity.
The EU, alongside the UN and the World Bank, is conducting the damage and needs assessment for Gaza. The interim report from a year ago estimated that $53 billion would be required—but that figure is likely to be much higher now. Once we have full access to Gaza, we’ll be able to finalize a more accurate assessment.
But that kind of funding is difficult to mobilize, especially with other global demands—defense spending, the war in Ukraine, and other domestic or geopolitical pressures. Still, Gaza must receive its fair share, and we are hopeful that others will step up as well.
 Next month will be an important test: the creation of the Palestine Donors Group, a coordination platform designed to streamline contributions. It will help ensure there’s no duplication, no waste, and that money isn’t lost in transaction costs. A unified, coherent approach is essential. We’ll soon see how many are actually willing to come to the table and contribute.
Odin Linardatou 
You are on the ground and witness the situation firsthand. Since October 7th, how would you describe the situation on both sides—among Israelis and Palestinians?
Amb. Stutzmann 
 As the EU Representative to the Palestinian territories, I mainly work in the West Bank. My colleague in Tel Aviv holds a similar position, but for the State of Israel. That said, I do spend time in Israel as well. The two are so deeply connected that understanding both perspectives is crucial.
If I focus on Palestine—after October 7th, we went through several phases. At first, Many Palestinians felt the EU siding exclusively with Israel. That made our work extremely difficult. Over time, that perception has started to shift. It's still challenging to have some of these conversations, but at least now we can have them. I travel frequently throughout the West Bank—engaging with youth, students, farmers, businesspeople, and professionals. When people see you on the ground, doing the work, they begin to put a human face to the EU. That builds trust. Our financial support and the strong statements made by EU leaders have helped rebuild that trust. Palestinians also understand the constraints we are under. I believe that understanding has grown, and the image of the EU is improving. In Israel, perceptions vary. They want us to be consistent in what we advocate. It really depends on who you're speaking with. Regardless, that dialogue must continue—and more than ever now—especially if we are moving into the second phase of a peace plan that could one day lead to a two-state solution.
Odin Linardatou
Thank you so much.
Amb. Stutzmann 
My pleasure.


