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Summary

According to ELSTAT the resident population of Greece on 1st January 2023 is estimated at 10,413,982
persons of which 5,090,591 males and 5,323,391 females, marking decreased by 0.5% in comparison to
the respective population on 1st January 2022 (10,461,627). This development is the result of the natural
decrease of the populatidnand the net migration. The net migratidis estimated at 16,355 persohs
whereas in 2021 it stood a2,476 persond.

As of September 2023, the total number of immigrants legally residing in Greece is estimated at 758,016,
which corresponds to 7.2% of the total populatiéihis figure includeICNg461,598), beneficiaries of
international protection (50,113), EU citizens andetbnics (246,305)The largest immigrant group in
Greece is Albanian, constituting approximately 60.1% of the foreign population.

As per the resident permits,hé highest concentration of migrants is found in the category of "ather
Comparing data between 2022 and 2023 shows a downward trend in family reunification but an upward
trend in employment permitsApproximately 36,200 individual permanent investors were attracted to
Greece through the strategic investor permit schewi¢h Chinese nationals represeng the majority of
beneficiaries.

In terms of &bour market participation the labour force rate for foreigners reached 69.4% in the third
guarter of 2023, marking a significant increase compared to Greek nationals (5ITB&o)migrant
unemployment rate has been declining steadily, reaching 14.1% in September 2023.

The influx of asylum seekers to Greece saw a dramatic rise in 2022, with a 94.65% increase compared to
2021. This trend continued in the first nine months of 2023, with a 63% increase compared to the same
period in the previous year. Notably, arrivals oag&an islands surged by 433% in September 2023
compared to September 2022, primarily comprising individuals from Syria, Palestine, and Afghanistan.
Despite efforts to streamline the asylum process, acceptance rates decreased by 28% compared to
September 282, while pending asylum decisions remained relatively staiMiile the influx of asylum
seekers remained high in the first nine months of 2023, a considerable number of individuals left Greece
through expulsions, returns, and relocations. The Ministry of Migration and Asylum implemented various
initiatives, includig voluntary return programs and agreements with Frontex, to facilitate returns of
irregular migrants.

In response to the conflict in Ukraine, Greece extended temporary protedipissuing temporary
protection permits and providing essential services such as access to employment, education,
accommodation, and healthcare. Electronic jpegistration systems were established to streamline the
process, and the validity period of tempayaprotection status was extended until March 2024. Significant
changes were made to integration support programs, including increased rent subsidies and extended
durations.

IWhich amounted to 64,000 persofis,921 live births as opposed to 139,921 deaths of persons residing in the Greek territory.
2In which are included also TCNs requesting international or temporary protection.

3Corresponding to the difference between 96,662 immigrants and 80,307 emigrants.

457,120 immigrants and 79,596 emigrants.

5Data on Estimated Population (1.1.2023) and Migration Flows (2022),

available athttps://www.statistics.gr/documents/20181/de3e26f6b77d2e52ca3el3bcafe482a
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In September 2022, the number of migrants and asylum seekers housed in Reception and ldentification
Centers (RICs) across Greek islands decreased by 14% compared to September 2021. However, in
September 2023, there was a significant surge, with a 294%arer compared to September 2022,
marking the highest number in the last two years. The North Aegean regional unit accommodated the
largest number of migrants and asylum seekddgespite legislative advancements, challenges persist,
including delays in asyih application processing, difficulties in accessing the asylum procedure on the
mainland, and issues with residence permit renewals. These challenges have implications for the rights
and protections afforded to beneficiaries of international protection.

In July 2022, Law 4960/2022 was enacted, introducing key provisions on the National Guardianship
System and Accommodation Framework for Unaccompanied Minors. Additionally, the Special Secretariat
for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors oversethe protection and accommodation of
unaccompanied minorswhile the Emergency Response Mechanism {@dAMs provide immediate
protection and care for homeless or vulnerable children.

Frontex data reveals a decrease in illegal border crossings from Albania to Greece.ihl@@2%er, the
Hellenic Police apprehended a higher numtzdrTCNs for irregular stay and employment in Greece in
2022 compared to 2021.

Following the general election in July 2023, the four pillars of the government's priohifies been
introduced including safeguarding international obligations, ensuring border security, promoting social
cohesion and migrant integration, and addressing labor shortages in key sectors of the ecdtemy.
initiatives introduced include bilateral agreements with Egypt and Bangladesh to regulate seasonal
migration and combat irregular migration, as well as efforts to attract qualified personnel irtdudh
sectors. The government has also emphasized the importance of building a common European migration
and asylum policy.

A Fundamental Rights Officer and a Special Commission on Fundamental Rights Compliance were
appointed within the Ministry of Migration and Asylum to mainstream fundamental rights within the
asylum system. However, criticisms have been raised regardingnhtlependence and effectiveness of

the Recording Mechanism of Informal Forced Returns.

The new Immigration Code (L. 5038/2023), effective from January 1, 2024, introduces changes to entry
and residence requirements for neBU nationals.It includes provisions fosecond generation of

YA 3 NI y (i & Qseasdndl "okkgrs, specjfyitig criteria such as maximum duration of stay, employment
contracts, and minimum wage and working hours.

Concerns persist regarding racism and xenophobia, with reports of organized racist violence against
refugees, migrants, and LGBTQI+ individuals. There are also allegations of irregular forced returns and
human rights abuses at Greece's borderms.summer 2023,He Supreme Court intervened to address
alarming incidents of violence against immigrants in the northeastern part of the country.

Greece remained at the forefront of discussions within the European Union regarding migration policies,
advocating for a more balanced approach that addresses both security concerns and humanitarian needs.
Collaborative efforts were pursued to strengtherternal border controls, enhance refugee resettlement
programs, and foster greater solidarity among EU member states.

Despite these efforts, Greece continued to face criticism from human rights organizations and advocacy
groups over alleged violations of migrants' rights, including reports of pushbacks at sea and inadequate
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access to legal assistance. These issues underscored the ongoing challenges and complexities inherent in
managing migration in Greece and the broader European context.

Introduction

This report offers an overview of the most recent trends and developments in international migration
flows and policies in Greece. It contains data and policy information for the wifd1622, asvell as for

the first nine monthsof 2023 which are useful for identifying emerging trends. This report further
discusses the characteristics of the immigrant population in Greece, its size and manuamcigraphic
features, as well as its labour market participation. Special attention is pattie current situation as
regards the flows and stock of asylum seekers and irregular migrants through the Tandédh sea and
land borders in 20222023. Theeport outlines the main developments migration and asylum policy in
20222023 and the challenges facing the country with regard to the governance of migration and
integration policies.

The report is divided into eight chapters:

Chapter 1provides a broad overview of recent trends. It draws on the statistical data relating to the size
2F (GKS YAINIGA2Y LRLWALFIGAZ2Y Ay DNBSOS: Ada O2YLR3:
participation in the labour market.

Chapter 2provides a comprehensive overview of the presence of asylum seekers and refugees. It assesses
the size and demographic profile of asylum seekers and the refugee population, including unaccompanied
minors, while also examining their asylum applicationshlidbucases, relocation, the decongestion of the
Aegean islands, and transfers to the mainland.

Chapter 3provides specific information on the reception and integration of Ukrainian refugees in Greece.
Chapter 4 presents the situation relating to irregular migration flows, return and readmissions. It
elaborated on the issues of return, deportation, detention, fasick procedures, and pudback

allegations.

Chapter 5focuses on the reception system, accommodation schemes and integration of asylum seekers
and refugees, paying special attention to the accommodation and protection of unaccompanied minors.

Chapter 6outlines the developments relating to the policies and legislation regulating asylum and refugee
status.

Chapter 7discusses policy and legislative developments, including citizenship acquisitions and racism and
xenophobia.
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1. The Migrant Population in Greece

The 2021 CensbBishows aroverallpopulation decreasevhich is mainly due to the decrease in births by
Greek women, the increase in deaths and the immigration of Greekis,the latest beingsignificant, but

neverthelessbelow 100,000(Table 1)More specificallyGreekpopulationdecrease by 422,007 due to its
natural decrease by 326,658 and immigration by 95, 348ile foreignpopulationincreased by 38,202 as
its natural increase of 99,192 exceeded immigration of 60,990.

Tablel: Resident population by sex, age, and citizenship, 2021

SEX AGE GROUPS
CITIZENSHIP |

Total Male Female 0-24 2549 50-74 75+
GREECE TOTAL 10,482,487 5,125,977 5,356,510 2,467,326 3,385,106 3,423,531 1,206,524
Greek 9,716,889 4,736,290 4,980,599 2,295,945 3,007,737 3,219,132 1,194,075
EU countries except
Greece 116,669 41,776 74,893 19,588 50,852 42,156 4,073
European countries
outside EU 439,254 216,022 223,232 98,643 216,386 118,484 5,741
Countries of Africa 33,471 21,667 11,804 9,592 18,086 5,589 204
Countries of the
Caribbean, South or
Central America 3,565 1,125 2,440 394 1,846 1,244 81
Countries of North
America 5,607 2,511 3,096 593 1,941 2,407 666
Countries of Asia 158,530 102,075 56,455 39,530 85,718 32,228 1,054
Countries of Oceania 1,494 641 853 138 483 720 153
Foreigners with
undeclared citizenship 3,265 1,751 1514 610 1,249 1,070 336
Stateless or unspecified
citizenship 3,743 2,119 1,624 2,293 808 501 141

Source: 2021 Population CensdsSTAT

All'in all.the permanent populatiorin Greeceadecreased by 383,805 due to its hatural decrease by 227,466
and immigration by 156,339.

Il O02NRAY3 (2 GKS aAyAadNR 2F aAadNlrdAzy |yR ! aégtdzrg
stock of thirdcountry nationals residing in Greece stood4#1.598% recording aminimal decrease of

almost 3% comparing to September 2022 (476,5%Rigure 1). If we add to that the 50,113 beneficiaries

of international protection, plus226.101 EU citizens and20.204 co-ethnics, the total number of

immigrants legally residing in the country in September 2023 is estimat@88016 which corresponds

to 7.2% of the total population (of 10,482,487 inhabitarisBimilarly,35,735 asylum applications were

6See the Census Results of Population and Housing 2021 .h&re | f Stiwk ™~ B <8 ° >h h[ <" "> HAHoUYL
(statistics.ar)
Seethe articleherexy W 0 nHH®pan >8 " - "' ¢ Y << A" C-HAoHM<S 'y efswmg)ly 67 . HAMN

8Information Note on Legal Migration September 20®Bnistry of Migration and Asylum.
SInformation Note on Legal Migration September 203&ction B Ministry of Migration and Asylum.
10Census Results of Population and Housing in Greece P@liénic Statistical Authority, Results published in August 2023.



https://www.statistics.gr/en/2021-census-res-pop-results
https://elstat-outsourcers.statistics.gr/Booklet_%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%A0%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%B8%CF%85%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%852023_II%20EN_FINAL2_WEB.pdf
https://elstat-outsourcers.statistics.gr/Booklet_%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%A0%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%B8%CF%85%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%852023_II%20EN_FINAL2_WEB.pdf
https://www.efsyn.gr/stiles/apopseis/376495_kata-422000-meiothike-o-ellinikos-plithysmos-toy-2011-tin-periodo-2011-2021
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://elstat-outsourcers.statistics.gr/Booklet_%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%A0%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%B8%CF%85%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%852023_II%20EN_FINAL2_WEB.pdf
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lodged in the firsnine months of 2023 (Januaryg September 2023), recording a slight decrease of 4.3%
compared to 2022 (37,3425.

Figurel: Stock of foreign population in Greece (TCN and EU citizens),-2023 (as of September)
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Sourceinformation Note on Migration September 2023, Ministry of Migration and Asylum

The data on migration flows from the 2021 national census were published in August 2023. According to
the report published by the Hellenic Statistical Authority there are 765,598 people with foreign citizenship
from a total of 10,482,487 inhabitants regised in Greecé? According to ELSTAT, as per theflanuary

2023, te net migration, including also TCNs requesting international or temporary protection, is
estimated at 16,355 persons corresponding to the difference between 96,662 immigrants and 80,307
emigrants. In 2021 net migration was estimated -@82,476 persons {5120 immigrants and 79,596
emigrants)(Figure 2).

1nformation Note on Asylum September 202fge & Ministry of Migration and Asylum.
12nformation Note on Asylum September 202fge § Ministry of Migration and Asylum.
13Census Results of Population and Housing 26&lenic Statistical Authority, August 2023.



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://elstat-outsourcers.statistics.gr/Booklet_%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%A0%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%B8%CF%85%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%852023_II%20EN_FINAL2_WEB.pdf
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Figure2: Immigrants¢ Emigrants, 19942022

Year Immigrants Emigrants Met Migration
1991 151,978 64,628 87,350
1992 110,334 52 380 57,045
1993 107,462 52,929 54,533
1994 86,959 46,813 40,146
1995 28 989 47 967 51,022
1996 95,585 54,628 40,957
1997 113,477 51,724 61,683
1998 116,411 60,119 56,292
1999 84,695 54,175 30,520
2000 109,251 45,093 62,258
2001 98 471 45 009 52,562
2002 67,220 39,378 27,842
2003 63,141 37,433 25,708
2004 66,871 38,041 28,830
2005 70,933 38,583 32,350
2006 63,004 38,368 24 726
2007 63,298 40,400 22,898
2008 66,529 43,044 23,485
2009 58,613 43 686 14,927
2010 60,462 62,041 -1,579
2011 60,089 92,404 -32,315
2012 58,200 124,194 -65,994
013 57,946 117,094 -59,148
014 59,014 106, 804 47,720
2015 64,4465 109,351 -44,905
2016 116,867 106,535 10,332
2017 112 247 103,327 8,920
2018 119,489 103,049 16,440
2019 129,459 95,020 34,439
2020 84,221 77.837 6,384
2021 57,120 79,526 -22,476
2022 96,662 80,307 16,355

Source: ELSTAJata on Estimated Population (1.1.2023) and Migration Flows (2022)

In addition, the migration and migrant population statistics published by Eurostdanch 2023efer to
a total of 747.900 nomational populationin 2021, which corresponds t6.1% of the total population
residing in Greecé& Of these,632,7000r 6% arecitizens of amon-EUcountry, while citizens of EU member

states account fol.1% (15,200 of the overall norGreek population in 2021.

Data from the 202 Labour Force Survegr@l Quarter}® suggests aincreaseof 4.6% in the total foreign
population (aged 15 and over), wit96,600foreign citizens residing in the country in 2823 Quarter,
out of a total of 9,85,500) compared td282,900in 202 (3rd Quarter 2022, out of a total of 9,048,200)

14Migration Population Statistics, EUROSa&rch 2023.

15 abour Force Quarterly Datdd ®uarter 2023 Hellenic Statistical Authority.

16 abour Force Quarterly Data, 3rd Quarter 20Rllenic Statistical Authority.



https://www.statistics.gr/documents/20181/de3e26f6-9b77-d2e5-2ca3-e13bcafe482a
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics#Migrant_population:_23.7_million_non-EU_citizens_living_in_the_EU_on_1_January_2021
https://www.statistics.gr/en/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=511809&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=en
https://www.statistics.gr/documents/20181/a4015ba8-6b88-aa1a-2b12-991935ca2308
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Overall, the foreign population (both TCNs andZEAkitizens) irbeptember2023 corresponded to 2%
(758.01§ of the total population resident in Greece (Tal® showing aslight increaseof 0.15%
comparing to September 2022 (7.25%/756,886).

Table2: Stock of foreign population in Greece, 2023 (as of September 2023)

Size of immigrant stock % of total resident population
Total TCNoopulation 461.598 4.40
¢2GFf 9! vt O2 dzyGréek)S a 226,101 2.15
Total recognized refugees 50,113 0,48
Total expatriates 20,204 0,20
Total immigrant stock 758,016 7,23
Total population in Greece 10,482,487 100.00

SourcesMonthly Information Note September 2023/inistry of Migration and Asylui¥2021 Population Census
Data published in August 2023

A closer look at the valid resident permits for TCNs provided by the Ministry of Migration and Asylum in
September 202 (Table3) point to a slight fall (3.1%) ithe number of TCNs, with64,598 persons
comparing to476,552 in December 202, or a3% decrease in the total number of valid resident permits

in September 2023 compared to the corresponding month in 202ble3 and Figured).t’

Table3: Valid resident permits for thirdcountry nationals by gender, 20:3023

Z::zi:ﬁgilnst 2015 | 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Men 298.800 | 303.280 | 291.785 | 286.774| 286.886 | 282.426 n/a n/a nla
Women 273.569 | 276.447 | 264.801 | 257.669 | 260.045 255.466 n/a n/a n/a
Total 572.360 | 579.736 | 556.586 | 544,.43 | 546.931 | 537.892 | 693.517 | 476.552 | 461598

SourceTable compiled by the authors on the basis of data for 2015 provided by the Ministry of Migration Policy,
database of permits for TCNs upon request, while data2@d16-2023 are available onlin&lote: Data refer to 31
December of each year. Data for 2020 refer to 30 April. Data for 2023 refer to 30 September 2023

Comparing two different sources namely, the resident permit database (September 2023) and the
Labour Force Survey (LFSY @uarter 2023) (Figur8) - reveals the discrepancy between the migrant
population stock (calculated on the basis of resident permits database) and the LFS (in the age cohort over
15), which stands &85, ®46.

17There areno genderbased statistics available after April 2020


https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
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Figure3: Migrant population stocks in Greece, 2012023, comparing LFS and Resident Permit Data
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SourceGraph compiled by the authors on the basis of data for 22045 provided by the Ministry of Migration
Policy, database of permits for TCNs, upon request. Data for202%are available online/ EL.STAT. Labour Force
Survey'®

Composition and Features of the Immigrant Population

An estimated60:[: 2 F DNBESOSQa FT2NBAIY LRLMAFGAZ2Y Aa ! fol yA
nationals, at5.7% (Table4 and Figure ¥ The increasing number of Chinese citizens in recent years has
continued, with China moving from third place in 20@&19%), to second place in 202@.9) and 2023

(5.7), respectivelywith the latter showing an increase of 0.8@eorgians, Pakistanis, aRlissiangat 4.2

%,4.0% and X% respectively) are the third, fourth and fifth largest immigrant communitiesoeding

to the information note published by the Ministry of Migration and Asylum in SeptembeB.202

Table4: National Composition of the Migrant Population (top 10 nationalities)

Census 2011 Census 2021 on 31.12.2022 on 31.3.2023
Country of Origin Number Number Number Percentage Number Percentage
Albania 480,851 374,296 285,842 60.5 277,407 60.1

18 abour Force Survey: 4th quarter 202”AdLabour Force Survey: 3rd quarter 2023
19 nformation Note on Legal Migration September 2@28linistry of Migration and Asylurfp.3).



https://www.statistics.gr/documents/20181/14741d3d-1f04-8c6c-5851-7e35edc354b0
https://www.statistics.gr/en/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=511809&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=en
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
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Georgia 27,407 26,083 20,002 4.2 19520 4.2
China n/a n/a 22,951 4.9 26,236 57
Pakistan 34,178 35,309 18,217 3.9 18,669 4.0
Ukraine 17,008 16,408 14,735 31 13,675 3.0
Russia 13,809 13,415 14,897 3.2 14,722 3.2
India 11,333 nla 10,090 21 9,035 2.0
Egypt 10,455 n/a 10,738 2.3 9,824 2.1
Philippines 9,807 n/a 8,494 1.8 7,237 1.6
Bangladesh 11,333 17,189 9,350 2.0 9,123 2.0

SourcesInformation Note December 202Rformation Note September 202inistry of Migration and Asylum, &
National Census 20] @lata published in August 2023.

Figure4: Migrant population by citizenship, Census 2021

Population with 202172011
Citizenship (%) foreign citizenship 765,598 (-16.1%)
OTHER COUNTRY 10 countries 2021 2011

with largest shares % %

?-3_% Albania 374926 490 480,851 527

Tk Bulgaria 35444 46 75917 83

Pakistan 35309 46 34178 a7

Romania 28,250 az 46,524 5.1

Georgia 26,083 34 27.407 3.0

Bangladesh 17188 22 1,076 12

Ukraine 16408 2.1 17,008 19

I Afghanistan 15457 20 6911 08
475% 9 United Kingdom 13517 18 15,388 1.7
92 7= Russian Federation 13,415 18 13,809 15
GREEK Other countries 189,600 248 182,931  20.1

SourceELSTAT

The total number of valid resident permits in September 2023 stands at 461,598, marking a decrease of

3% compared to the corresponding month of 2022 closer look at the valid residence permits by

purpose, as provided by the Greek Ministry of Migration and Asylum (Septemb@), 2Z¥bws that the
KAIKSald O2yOSyuduNIdAz2y 27F YA IMNS049 followed by¥he daegory bfy G KS
GK24S NBAaARAY3I Ay DNBSOS Ay 15035 PRy G SELX 2&8Y Sy YA 6
(Figureb).


https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://elstat-outsourcers.statistics.gr/Booklet_%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%A0%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%B8%CF%85%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%852023_II%20EN_FINAL2_WEB.pdf
https://elstat-outsourcers.statistics.gr/Booklet_%CE%91%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%A0%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%B8%CF%85%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%852023_II%20EN_FINAL2_WEB.pdf
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Figure5: Stay permits by purpose (2022023
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SourcesInformation Note December 20&Information Note September 2028linistry of Migration and Asylum

Comparing the data fa2023 with that for 202 reveals a downward trendategories ofesident permits

forma ¥l YA T &

of resident permitsissued fords SYLJX 2 8 YSy (i ¢

NIBEEBA 5F34) and di A 2 K 3 NES3404678purposes whereas the category
a K 2 483614} 9Y4%)EiglirdS)NR

During the last three years the strategic investor permit scheme has attracted approxinzggQ0

individual permanent investors (TablB). By30 September2023, 1,935 beneficiaries held this type of
permit (of which 2,609 renewal and 11,326 first issuaneeglear upward trend by3 comparing to 979
resident permits issued in 2020.

Table5: Permanent residence permit fanvestment 20212023

i NBYyR

Typeof resident
permit

2021

2022

2023 (as of September)

Permanent
Investor

Family
Member

TOTAL

Permanent
Investor

Family
Member

TOTAL

Permanent
Investor

Family
Member

TOTAL

Permanent
residence permit
for investment
(Golden Visay,
FIRST ISSUANCE

9,610

19,157

28,767

9,802

17,834

27,636

11,326

19,888

31,214

Permanent
residence permit
for investment
(Golden Visay,
RENEWAL

1,168

1,833

3,001

1,630

2,481

4,111

2,609

3,808

6,417

Sourcesinformation Note December 20&2Information NoteSeptembe?023 Ministry of Migration and Asylum



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
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As for their nationalities, their majority came from China, w8tl918beneficiaries (almosR1% increase
comparing toSeptember2022 (6,360), followed by Turkey antdebanon with 997 and 672 beneficiaries
respectively (Tablé).

Table6: Permanent residence permit for investment by nationality, September 2023

Nationality Renewal/Reissuance Percentage Nationality Firstlssuance Percentage
1¢ China 1,091 41,8% 1¢ China 6,927 61.2%
2 ¢ Russia 390 14,9% 2 ¢ Turkey 710 6.3%
3 ¢ Turkey 287 11,0% 3¢ Lebanon 575 5.1%
4 ¢ Egypt 124 4,8% 4¢lran 355 3.1%
5¢Iran 110 4,2% 5¢UK 332 2.9%
6 ¢ Lebanon 97 3, 7% 6 ¢ Russia 328 2.9%
7¢lraq 76 2,9% 7 ¢ Egypt 322 2.8%
8¢ Syria 59 2,3% 8¢ USA 253 2.2%
9 ¢ Jordan 58 2,2% 9¢ Israel 157 1.4%
10 ¢ Ukraine 57 2,2% 10 ¢ Ukraine 102 0.9%
Other nationalities 260 10% Other nationalities 1,265 11.2%
TOTAL 2,609 100.00%  TOTAL 11,326 100.00%

Source Information Note September 202Ministry of Migration and Asylum

As illustrated in Figh, among the top ten nationalities which benefit from the Golden Visa scheme, China
accounted for nearlyp7% of the total investors in Greece $eptember 2023.


https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf

ELIAMEP | Working Papet#128/2024 p.17
Migration Developments in Greece in 282

Figure6: Top 10 ethnicities with Golden Visas, September 2023

2.00%
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Sourcelnformation Note September 202Ministry ofMigration and Asylum

Immigrant Labour Market Participation

In Greece in 2@, the foreign population recorded labour forcerate of 65.3%; the corresponding figure
for the Greek population i$1.4%2° In the third quarter of 2023, the labour force ratefor foreigners
reached69.4%,marking a yeaon-year increase of 5.6%, widenitige gap between the Greek and foreign
labour force rateby 247% (Figure7).?!

20l abour Force Survegh Quarter 2022 Hellenic Statistical Authority
21 abour Force Surve@d Quarter 2023 Hellenic Statistical Authority


https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%92_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%92-%CE%9D%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%94%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%97.pdf
https://www.statistics.gr/documents/20181/14741d3d-1f04-8c6c-5851-7e35edc354b0
https://www.statistics.gr/en/statistics?p_p_id=documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=4&p_p_col_pos=1&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_javax.faces.resource=document&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_ln=downloadResources&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_documentID=511809&_documents_WAR_publicationsportlet_INSTANCE_qDQ8fBKKo4lN_locale=en
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Figure7: Rate of participation in labour market (%), 3rd Quarters of 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023
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SourcesGraph compiled by the author on the basis of the Hellenic Statistical Authority (EL.STAT.) Labour Force
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According to ELSTAT, in ttiird quarter of 2021, the total number of employed persons wias18300

with the overall employment rat€52.2)recording a 6%rise compared to the corresponding quarter of
2020 61.6% 0r3,926,800 employed This is most likely due to tHdt of restrictions imposed byhe
pandemic on the labour marketyhose impactwvas more pronounced in the firsind the secondjuarters

of 2021. It should be noted that there has been a rising trend in the number of employed persons in
Greece since the final months of 2021 and the end of the Covid restriction me&siumethe third quarter

of 2022, the number of employed Greek citizens stood,a1.6,000 increasingby 0.5% comparing to the
corresponding quarter of 2021, wherette labour force participation of the foreign population was 24%
higher than for Greek nationals (68.6% compared to 52.(&gure 8f° Finally, in the third quarter of
2023, the total number of employed persons in Greece stood!,a66,200 with the labour force
participation of the foreign population was 18.2% higher than for Greek nationals (69.4% compared to
51.2%).

22Because of lockdown restrictions due to the COWIpandemic, the employers whose work contracts were suspended were
still considered employed if the duration of the suspension was less than 3 months or if they received more than 506 of thei
salary. Itshould be noted that immigrants who were uninsured and found themselves unemployed as a result of the pandemic
were unable to benefit from the suspension process.

23] abour Force Survey: 3rd Quarter 20PRllenic Statistical Authority.
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https://www.statistics.gr/documents/20181/a4015ba8-6b88-aa1a-2b12-991935ca2308
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Figure8: Labour market status by citizenship, 3rd quarters of 2020, 2021,2022 and 2023
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According tahe Labour Force Survein thethird quarter of 203 the highest unemployment rates were
observed among women, and individuals aged up to 24 years. In terms of employment, the highest
percentage of the labour force participation is observed among men, agett3@ars, and of foreign
citizenship?* In the same period, most of the employed individuals were working as employees (69.1%),
whereas a significant share of the labour force has worked assgifoyed without employees (20.0%).

In addition, paritime employment amounted to 6.6%, while theask of individuals in temporary job
positions consisted of 8.1% of the total active labour force. At the same timestipaatemployment
decreased by 10.5% in comparison with tHé quarter of 2023, and by 8.8% compared to théduarter

of 202225

The outlook for the occupational categories showed that the largest shares of those employed are service,
shop, and market sale workers (22.6%) and professionals (21.6%). In comparison withdbarr of

the same year, the largest increase was observed in skilled agricultural and fishery workers (3.4%), while
the largest decrease was in technicians and associate professionals (2.6%). In comparison with the same
quarter of 2022, the largest inease occurred in senior officials and managers (8.0%), aalsaihe largest
decrease was observed in technicians and associate professionals (B#éyjards the evolution of the
percentage of labour force employed in broad sectors of economic activity during the pétiqdaster

2012¢ 2023, fluctuations were observed in the percentage of those working in economic sectors, such as
trade, transport and communications, hotels, and food service. Meanwhile, stabilizing trends were

24Press Releaskabour Force Survey: 3@larter 2023 Hellenic Statistical Authority.
25| pid.
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observed in the construction, industenergy, financial (including real estate and renting) and business
activities sectorg®

At the EUlevel, he EU unemployment rateeached its low point in the twentfirst century in the first

half of 2023 More specificallyunemployment rate wa$.0%in September 2023Imoststable compared

with September 20226(1%).2” Among European countries in 2021, Greece was at the top of the list with
the highest unemployment rate (15.1%) of the-EW?8 This trend continued into the first months of 2022,

with Greece remaining at the top of the list in January 2022 (13.3%), followed by Spain with?18iX%.
months later, in July 2022, Spain had the highest unemployment rate at 12.6%, followed by Greece at
11.4%.The same trend continued in 2023 even though a slight decrease in the unemployment rate was
recorded in both SpainlR.0% and Greecg€10.0%)in September 2023.

In September 2023, the euro area seasonatijusted unemployment rate was 6.5%, down from 6.7% in
September 2022° In Greece, the seasonaldjusted unemployment was 10% in September 2023 down
from 12.1% in September 2022.

With regards to the EU youth unemployment (under 25s), in September 2023, its rate was 14.2%. In
Greece, the seasonalbdjusted youth unemployment reached its lowest point in September 2023
(19.4%), markind4.8%decrease compared with 34.2% recorded in September 2022.

Meanwhile, the seasonally adjusted unemployment rates by sex in Greece, in September 2023, was 8.0%
for male and 12.4 for female, clearly demonstrating a downward trend comparing to September 2022
(9.4% and 15.5% respectivefy).

Eventhough the rate has been falling since 2020, the percentage of unemployed females remained
significantly higher than the percentage for men in both 2025.4% v. 9.0dnd 203 (14.4% v. 7.9%)
(Tables 7 and 8).

Table7: Unemployed males and females 3d Quarter 2022

3d Quarter 202 Employed Unemployed Persons outside Unemployment Labour force
the labour force rate % participation
rate %
TOTAL 4,21600 555600 4,276600 116 527
26Supra.

2’See the data published by Eurostat heméps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/17791746L8112023AP
EN.pdf/7deOadd2fd1-b656-b90d-63aaa97f72ff

28Unemployment rate in the European Union in October 2022 by country, Statista.com, available at:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1115276/unemploymesih-europe-by-country/

2%Unemployment rate in EU member states in January 2022, Statista.com, available at:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/268830/une mploymerate-in-eu-countries/

30See the data published by OECD hétips://web-archive.oecd.org/temp/202492-02/664273unemploymentratesoecd
updated-september2023.htm

31See the data published by Eurostat henéps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/productseurostatnews/w/DDN 202311281
321bid.
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Male 2,435600 232,000 1,70Q200 9.0 59.6
GENDER = Female 1,78Q400 323600 2,576500 154 45.0

Source:EL.STAQ Labour Force Survey: 3i@uarter 2022

Table8: Unemployed males and females, 3rd Quarter 2023

3rd Quarter 203 Employed Unemployed Inactive Unemployment Labour force
rate % participation rate %
TOTAL 4,256200 514,600 4,264700 10.8 52.8
Male 2,436,800 209,600 1,718,500 7.9 60.6
GENDER @ Female 1,819,400 305,000 2,546,200 14.4 45.5

SourceEL.STATLabour Force Surveg® Quarter 2023

It is interesting to note thaalthough higher than for native Greekifie migrant unemployment rate fell
faster than the rate for Greeks, from 38.6% in 2013 to 25.4% in 28d&hen to 14.1 in September 2023,
compared with 26.3%2013)to 18.6%(2018) and 10.6% (as of September 2028)Greeks®?

At the national level,ie new Immigration Code (L. 5038/2023pat shallenter into force on 01.01.2024
-introduces new processes and requirements for the entry and residence eEhbnationals in Greec¥

In fact, thisnew Immigration Codel({ 50382023) changes the rules of entry for citizens BENgo cover
domestic labor shortages, such as seasonal workehislaw provides for the extension of the residence
permits of immigrants working in the country, as well as simplifying the procedures for obtaining these
permits. In addition, the new law provides for the extension of the duration of immigrants' work permits

as well as an increase in the number of seasonal workers who can work in Greece. Below, there is a
summay of the main provisions of the new lavat regulate the status of seasonal workers

a) Theycan work in the country for a maximum period of up to 9 months per year;
b) Theymust have employment contracts in order to be accepted,;

¢) Theyshould be invited by licensed employers;

d) Theymust have a minimum wage set by law;

e) Theymust have a minimum number of working hours per week set by law.

In April 2023, the Ministry of Labour published the Decision No. 35400 which determines the exact
number of seasonal workers that Greece can accept from third countries for the perioe22@23 Of the
167,925 positions, 20,000 are expected to be filletbtlyh the bilateral agreements that Greece has
signed with Egypt and Bangladesh. Of the remaining 147,925 positions, the majority (113,467 or 76.7%)
has been allocated to the primary sector. Of these, 91,630 concern seasonal work of 3to 9 months, 16,572

33Labour Force Surve@d Quarter 2023

34You can access the new Immigration Code hgre:cer nf 1 n kR [ &) rlwnfi e nml OYAINIGA2y d3I2¢
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dependent work of twelve months and 5,265 fishermen of Egyptian origin for a maximum period of 11
months based on a relevant bilateral agreemént

2. Asylum Seekers and Refugee Status

In 202, 17,836 people arrived in Greece8,673 more than in 2024 (8,673 or a94.6%% increasein
registered arrival flows in 2@ The corresponding figures for the first nine months of 208ntinued
with the sameincreasingtrend, recording an increase @f3% (29,714 arrivals) comparing to the same
period in 202 (11,023arrivals)3® Furthermore, he flows of arrivals to the Aegean islands for September
2023 show to have increased by 433% compared to the corresponding one irfT21g2e 9§’

Table9: Arrival Flows, January 2022September 2023
Month & Year KOS LESVOS SAMOS CHIOS LEROS OTHER FYLAKD  TOTAL

ISLANDS  EVROS
January 2022 102 122 18 30 0 3 165 440

February 2022 167 53 6 26 0 1 246 499

March 2022 225 108 38 32 0 0 565 968

April 2022 27 77 170 14 13 47 781 1,129
May 2022 118 224 28 2 0 54 589 1,015
June 2022 26 320 164 137 0 320 486 1,453
July 2022 21 268 125 112 0 178 702 1,406
August 2022 54 219 317 211 5 264 893 1,963
Sep. 2022 26 472 546 110 90 176 730 2,150
Oct. 2022 262 381 163 125 84 140 559 1,714
Nov. 2022 510 502 305 288 56 211 443 2,315

Dec. 2022 495
Total 2022

757 219 169

N
N

297

2,070

January 202 550 272 56 292 1,664
February 203 105 219 230 37 47 66 137 841

March 203 35 639 116 140 6 24 257 1,217
April 208 22 495 0 66 2 100 253 938

May 203 79 539 63 78 4 68 530 1,361
June 203 200 261 29 155 68 315 1,301 2,328
July D23 319 1,352 211 145 3 548 744 3,322
August 2023 1,548 1,236 1,574 1,190 6,572
September 2023 3,639 3,168 2,944 877 11,470

Total 20383 (as per

September)
Sourcelnformation Note December 202hd Information Note September 2028linistry of Migration and Asylum

statistics.

35See herehttps://lypergasias.gov.gr/st@pipedotis-proigoumenisdietiasoi-metakliseisergazomenorapo-trites-choresgia
tin-periodo-20232024/?fbclid=IwAR2zI00VYiMizI1IOPOCdWNIiJPnd7koULD3KzOWDWIM@&AxysXEand here:
https://ypergasias.gov.gr/wgontent/uploads/2023/04/FEKR023 TefxosB-02183downloaded

04 04 2023.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1eWIHv6g5cV| Jzm7jpFDCxir3X9YdiJ13cr4OkT3IbEGLYRFNkccV850

38nformation Note December 2022andInformation Note September 2023Ministry of Migration and Asylum Statistics.
37Information Note A September 202B. 2, Ministry of Migration and Asylum.
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https://ypergasias.gov.gr/sto-epipedo-tis-proigoumenis-dietias-oi-metakliseis-ergazomenon-apo-trites-chores-gia-tin-periodo-2023-2024/?fbclid=IwAR2zl0oVYiMizl1IOPOCdWNiJPnd7koULD3Kz0WDWImQ6Axfj-W8VrxysXE
https://ypergasias.gov.gr/sto-epipedo-tis-proigoumenis-dietias-oi-metakliseis-ergazomenon-apo-trites-chores-gia-tin-periodo-2023-2024/?fbclid=IwAR2zl0oVYiMizl1IOPOCdWNiJPnd7koULD3Kz0WDWImQ6Axfj-W8VrxysXE
https://ypergasias.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/FEK-2023-Tefxos-B-02189-downloaded-04_04_2023.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1eWIHv6q5cVj_Jzm7jpFDCxir3X9YdiJ13cr4OkT3lbEGLYRFNkccV85o
https://ypergasias.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/FEK-2023-Tefxos-B-02189-downloaded-04_04_2023.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1eWIHv6q5cVj_Jzm7jpFDCxir3X9YdiJ13cr4OkT3lbEGLYRFNkccV85o
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
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According to UNHCR statistics, in September 2023, there was an increase in arrivals on the islands with
10,839 people arriving, in contrast to August when 5,831 individuals had arrived. The number of arrivals
between January and September 2023 has incrdase271% compared to the same period in 2(B&.

The majority of new arrivals were received by Lesvos, accounting for 36% of the total, followed by the
Dodecanese Islands at 30%, Samos at 22%, Chios at 6%, and other IsI&0@9 B8t of new arrivals

in 2023 are from Syria (6,501), Palestine (4,586), and Afghanistan (4,386). As in the previous year, the
majority of arrivals from Afghanistan come in family groups. Almost half of the population were women
(21.2%) and children (21%yhile 57,8% of the arrivals were méh.

In 2023, onefifth of arrivals are children, whereas in 2022, the proportion was-timel. Of those, almost

6 out of 10 were below the age of 12. Moreover, 17% of all children were registered upon arrival as
unaccompanied or separated, mainly from SomahA#ghanistan and Syria. Approximately 53% of the
arrivals are men between the ages of 18 and 39, while only 3% are aged 50 years or older.

While there was a negative balance of returns to arrivals in 2022 (8,673 departures compared with 17,122
arrivals), this trend continued during the first nine months of 2023, when there was a negative balance
with 29,714 arrivals compared with 5,140 depags**

Compared toSeptember 2022the number of incamps residents on the islandscreasedby 294%,
compared to the corresponding month of 2022, wiKbs and Leros experiencing the highestrease at
735%and 711%, respectively (Tabtk0).#?

Table10: Residents orthe Islands (September 2022 September 2023)

TOTAL + OTHER
ISLANDS

‘TOTAL RESIDENTS ‘ KOS
204

| 3,482
Oct22 | 406 1,607 1,129 317 351 3,828
Now-22 | 840 1,598 1,095 493 435 4,488
Dec22 | 953 1,994 1,029 385 358 4,735
Jan-23 | 1,068 2,067 983 336 363 4,819
Feb23 | 841 1,972 950 336 302 4,438
March-23 | 483 2,358 890 422 258 4,419
April-23 | 256 2,512 776 443 286 4,286
May-23 | 225 2,655 624 288 276 4,075
June23 | 344 2,159 526 391 499 3.946
July-23 B 2,874 599 489 714 5,366

38See:Greece Sea Arrivals Dashboard (September 2028¢ece | ReliefWeb

39 bid.

40See the data published by UNHCR héttas://data2.unhcr.org/ar/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
4l nformation Note A September 2023.

42| bid.



https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/greece-sea-arrivals-dashboard-september-2023#:~:text=In%20September%2C%20there%20was%20an,the%20same%20period%20in%202022
https://data2.unhcr.org/ar/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
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August23 | 1,495 3,351 1,662 638 1,213 8,430
Se ptember23 2,385 15,143

Source.lnformann Note September 202®inistry of Migration and Asylum

Underthese circumstances, e of the biggest challenges for ZD%/as the decongestion of the Aegean
islands.As perthe transfers of asylum seekers from the islands to the mainland, they increased by 429%
in September 2028ompared to the corresponding month of 20@Pable 11).

Table11: Transfers from the Islands to the mainland September 2623eptember 2023

September 2022 164 | 751

September 2023 606 1,741 687 292 246 399 3,971

Sourcelnformation Note September 202Ministry of Migration and Asylum Statistics

The percentage of asylum applications accepte@eptember2022 was57,098(76%in 1st instance and
24%as of 2nd instance In the first nine months of 202 the percentage of asylum applications accepted
was41,290(74%as of 1st instancand 26% as of second instafcéhus 28% smallecompared tothe
same month o022 (Table 12)

Table12: Recognition of refugee status 1st and 2nd Instances, 20083 (as of September)

TOTAL DECISIONS ON REFUGEE SBSTED IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS

YEAR Recognltlon of Refugee Statuss{Instance) ‘ Recognition of Refugee Status (2nd Instanc
2016 2.451 6
|2017 | 9.298 80

2018 | 12.616 180

2019 | 13.%2 312

2020 26.333 480

2021 | 13,00 730
2022 | 18,718 665

2023 ll 906

TOTAL 107 884 2 986
TOTAL FOR BOTH INSTAP 110,870

Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum September 20RHnistry of Migration and Asylum

Meanwhile, the total number ofasylumapplicationsin September 2023 were 111% higher than the
application for refugee status lodged in September 2022. The 86% of the overall applications (53,033) in


https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
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the period September 2022 September 2023 werdirst-time applications while 14% secottitne
applications??

Similarly, he number of recognitions of subsidiary protection status at 1st instance marked a sharp drop
by 93.53%6in 2022 from 3,528in 2021 to 514 in 202 (Table B). In all, 2022 witnessed the lowest ever
recognitions of subsidiarprotection status a trend that continued also in the first nine months of 2023

As of September 2023, in total only 629 decisions of subsidiary protection status were issued of which 448
of 1stinstance and 181 of"?instance.

Table13: Recognition of Subsidiary Protection Status, 202823 (as of September)

TOTAL DECISIOSN OF SUBSIDIARY PROTECTION STATUS ISSUED THE LAST FIVE YEAR
|YEAR Protection Status (lst Instance) Protection Status (2nd Instance)

2

1,045 43
2,573 94
3,843 311
7,943 565

3,528

Sourceslnformatlon Note on AsylurﬁeptembeQOZa Ministry of Mlgratlon and Asylum

The number of pending decisiomse slightlyby 0.2%, from24,993in September 2022 t®5,043in
September 2023Table #).44

Table14: Pending decisions 1st and 2nd Instances, September 2032ptember 2023

PENDING PENDING PENDING
PS\Z'LDL";G 59/ L{LH 59/ L{Lh| DECISIONS
INSTANCE INSTANCE TOTAL

3,731 14,146 4,116 24,993 2.67% 3,066 1,254
| 3,168 16,663 3,916 23,747 -4.99% 4,574 1,550
NOV-22 | 860 16,507 3,993 31,360 -10.05% 6,621 1,516
| 146 17,294 4,921 22,316 4.48% 4,715 688
| 186 17,472 4,932 22,590 1.23% 4,047 1,281
‘Febzg | 65 16,942 4,434 21,441 -5.09% 3,516 1,881
36 15,637 3,910 19,583 -8.67% 4,460 1,642
Apm 2 | 24 16,030 3,372 19,426 -0.80% 2,517 1,329
May-23 | 0 16,154 3,157 19,311 -0.59% 648 444
023 ‘ 0 15,643 2,185 17,828 -7.68% 3,880 1,605

43Information Note September 2023, AnnexMinistry of Migration and Asylum.
4“Information Note on Asylum September 2028inistry of Migration and Asylum
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https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf

ELIAMEP Working Papett128/2024 p.26
Migration Developments in Greece in 282

0 17,067 1,937 19,004 6.60% 2,687 975
0 20,271 1,935 22,206 16.85% 3,391 710
0 23,011 2,032 25,043 12.78% 5,657 727

Sourcelnformation Note on Asylum September 20RHnistry of Migration and Asylum

Overall, asylum applications Beptember2023 were up 111% (35,735)compared toSeptember2022
(17,298) %> A total 0f41,290asylum applications3Q,697 oflst instanceand 10,593 of 2 instance were
accepted inthe first nine months of 2023whichmarked 87%increase compared tthe same period in
2022(5,279 in total) The Asylum Service issued positive decisiond@r of the total applicationat the

15t instance and 6.7% at"2instance, respectively, while in September 2022 the respective positive
decisions stood at 27%S{instance).

In addition, comparing data frorBeptember2022 and September 2@Rreveals aslightly increase b9.2
of overall pending cases, with pending -lis$tance decisionaip by 25% and pending 2nithstance
decisions down by}9%.

Regarding Ukrainian displaced persoms,the first nine months of 2023 total of 26,833 online
applications have been submitted amdtotal of 26,094temporary protection permitshave beenissued,
of which 69%(18,040)are for women and 3% (8,054) for men. In addition, 2% of the temporary
protection permits have been granted to minors under 13 years of age, &6l & minors aged between
13 and 18, with minors accounting f287% in total of the holders of temporary protection permfs.

Finally, in the first nine months of 202&fugee status and subsidiary protectiovere granted to 625
unaccompanied minoré’

Asylum Applications

¢tKS RS@PSt2LIYSyta RA&OdaaSR ONASTFE& | 020S KI @S
form of anincrease of 35.74h asylum applications iBeptember 2023 (35,735) compared with the same
month of 2022 (23,995Figure9).4® However, ih 2022 there were 37,342 asylum applications in total.

45nformation Note on Asylum September 2022nformation Note on Asylum September 2028inistry of Migration and
Asylum.

48Information Note on Asylum September 2028inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 20).

4’Information Note on Asylum September 2028inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 12e).

48|nformation Note on Asylum September 2022inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 6a)
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Figure9: Lodged Asylumi\pplications, 2016; September 2023
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Sourceinformation Note on Asylum, September 20RHnistry of Migration and Asylum

Of 35,735 applications been lodged as of September, 60% of them on the islands and 40% on the

mainland*®

As is illustrated in Tabl&s, nearly423,000asylum applications have been lodged in Greece since 2013,
more than60% of which were recorded in the period 202019, which coincides with the refugee crisis.

Table15: Asylum application per year, 2013023 (as of September)

‘YEAR ‘ ASYLUM APPLICATIONS ‘
‘2013 4,814

2014 9,431
13,186

51,039

58,629

66,927

77,238

40,492

28,287

37,341

35,735

423,061

Sourceinformation Note on Asylum September 20®8nistry of Migration and Asylum

49nformation Note on Asylum September 2022inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 8b)
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Ly NBtFGA2y (2 GKS 2022 #hétnfosd applidaiiofs were ibdged by AfighabS\(BHa A Y
followed by Syriansl@.5 and Pakistanisl@.?) (Tablel6). As per September @3, the Syrian along with
Afghanisheaded the listoy 13.2% each, while Iragis, Palestinians and Pakistanis follow with 12.1%, 10%
and 8.8%, respectively. Apparently, the situation regarding the applications by country of origin has not
changed significantly in 2023 comparing with 2022.

Table16: Asylum applications by country of origin, 2022 & 2023 (as of September)

Country of origin 2022 Country of Origin 2023
AFGHANISTAN 5,624 SYRIA 4,727
SYRIA 5,050 AFGHANISTAN 4,709
PAKISTAN 4,472 IRAQ 4,307
PALESTINE 2,907 PALESTINE 3,574
IRAQ 2,671 PAKISTAN 3,150
SOMALIA 2,171 SOMALIA 2,041
BANGLADESH 1,945 EGYPT 1,299
EcYPT 1,594 ERITREA 1,560
TURKEY 1,434 TURKEY 1,217
ALBANIA 1,289 REPUBLIC OBONGO 1,179
OTHER 8,105 OTHER 7,972
Total 37,362 Total 35,735

Sourcelnformation Note on Asylum Dec.20&2nformation Note on Asylum September 2023
It is interesting to highlight the shift in the nationalities of asylum seekers. In contrast to earlier years,
20192022 Afghans (rather than Syrians) topped of list of those applying for asylum in Gréic23,828,
11,514 4.618 and 5,624applications respectively(Table16). This can be interpreted in the light of the
recent developmentsn Syria as well as the likelihood of asylum seekers being returned to Turkey on the
basisofthe & FS GKANR O2dzy iNBE¢ O2yOSLII @
In 2022, 59,593 firsinstance decisions were issued, while a totaB6f697decisions were issued in the
first nine months of 2023 In September 202, the number of positive decisions stoodl4t,238(14,563
recognitions of refugee status pl&75 subsidiary protections), which representesD, 4% of the overall
asylum applications lodged ftire seven first months d2022.52 For the same month in 2@2the number
of positive decisions stood at3,068 (12,439 recognitions of refugee status plu29 sbsidiary
protections), which represente87% of the overall asylum applications lodged in the nine first months of
2023 (Table 17y A yearon-date comparison for Janua§eptember 2019 and 2020 reveals that first
instance asylum decisions for 2020 increased by 82%, while August 2021 witnessed a marked decrease of
97% comparing to August 2020 (Takld. In September 222, there were 4,025 decisions, 6,371 fewer
than the 10,396 decisions lodged in the same month in 2021.

50Information Note on Asylum September 2028inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 17)

SlInformation Note on Asylum December 2022 (Table&#nformation Note on Asylum September 20able 9a), Ministry
of Migration and Asylum.

52nformation Note on Asylum September 2022inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 9).

53 nformation Note on Asylum September 2028inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 9).
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https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
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Tablel17: Asylum applications by country of origin, 2022 & 2023 (as of September)
TOTAL DECISIONS ON REFUGEE STATUS ISSUED OVER THE LAST SEVEN YEARS

| TOTAL DECISIONS ONREFUGEE STATUS ISSUED OVER T LAST SeveN veARs |

2021 | 13,00 730

2023 (as ofSeptembe}y 11,906 533

TOTAL FOR BOTH DEGRE 110,870

Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum September 20®4nistry of Migration and Asylum

The total number of positive decisions on asylum applications ir2 36#0d at20,292 of which19,384
conferred refugee status ar@08subsidiary protectiongTables 17 & 18). In the firsine months of 2023,

the total number of positive decisions on asylum applications stood at 13,102, of which 12,439 conferred
refugee status and 669 subsidiary protections.

Table18: Recognition of subsidiary protection status, 206823 (Jan to Sep)

TOTAL DECISIONS ON SUBSIDIARY PROTECTION STATUS ISSUED OVER THE LAST SEVEN YE
EAR | Protection Status (1st Instance) H Protection Status (2nd Instance)
016 249

017 1,045 43

018 2,573 94
2019 3,846 311
2020 7,947 565
2021 3,528 1,113
2022 514 394
2023 (as of September) 4388 181

[TOTAL 20,147 | 2,722
OTAL FOR BOTH DEGREES 22,869

Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum September 20RHnistry of Migration and Asylum

Pending asylum decisions (firstind second instance) have been falling since December 2019. In August
2021, there were 50,145 pending decisions, which equate to just 48% of the number of pending decisions
in August 2020 (96,041). This trend continued @22 with 24,343 pending asylum decisions in August
2022, a fall of 25,802 compared with August 2021 (50,1463eptember 2023 there wekb,043pending
decisions, 510 higher compared to the 24,993 decisions in September(2aB2 19).


https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
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Table19: Pending asylum decisions from September 2022 to September 2023

PENDING DECISION

{ v

INSTANCE TOTAL

’T 5,132 38,225
27,847 4,814 35,779 -6.40%
26,156 4,550 34,020 4.92%
23,789 4,540 32,377 4.83
20,608 4,208 29,237 9.70
18,177 3972 24,553 -16.02
17,096 4,020 24,020 2.17%
17,031 4,182 24,243 1.34%
17,146 4,116 24,993 2.61%
16,663 3,916 23,747 ~4.99%
16,507 3,003 21,360 -10.05%
17,249 4,921 22,316 4.48%
17,472 4,932 22,590 1.23%
16,942 4,434 21,441 -5.09%
15,637 3,910 19,583 -8.67%
16,030 3372 19,426 -0,80%
16,154 3,157 19,311 -0.59%
15,643 2,185 17,828 7.68%
17,067 1,937 19,004 6.60%
20,271 1,935 22,206 16.85%
23,011 2,032 25,043 12.78%

SourcesInformation Note on Asylum September 20®4nistry of Migration and Asylum

Unaccompanied Minors

In 202, 42,000applications for international protection were lodged by unaccompanied minors (UAM)

in EU countries 18,450 more compared to the 23,550 applications in 202bmpared to 20P, the
absolute number of unaccompanied minors increased78y344 (from 23,5500 42,000.5* More than
half of all the applications made by unaccompanied minors were lodged in five countries: ALBtfiaQ

or 31%), Germany7(300 orl17%), The Netherlands (4,200 or 10%Bulgaria (3,350 or 8%), and Greece

(2,875 or 7%jTable20).

S4European Agency for Asylum Report 2023 (Table 5),
available athttps://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/20287/2023 Asylum Report EN 0.pdf



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/2023_Asylum_Report_EN_0.pdf
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Table20: UAM Applications in Greece, 204822

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 % Chg. over Share in Highest share
Country previous EU+ (2020) (Citizenship)
year
GREECE 2,640 3,330 2,800 2,275 2,875 26 % Somalia(27%)

SourceEUAA Report 2023

According to the data provided by the Ministry of Migration and Asylum, there v2e5&3 UAMSs in
Greece irDecember 20220f whom85% were boys and just5% girls?® Nine months later, inSeptember
2023 the number of UAMs in Greece hdsgento 2,810% Regarding nationalities23.5% of the UAM are
from Somalia 20.1%from Afghanistan, 12.3% from Egypt, 11.6% fi@akistars and 8.7 from Syrian.

The Voluntary Relocation program for UAMsunched by the EU Commission in March 2G2@
coordinated by the Special Secretariat for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors, part of the Ministry
of Immigration and Asylumwas completed in March 202ByMarch 2023, more than 1368 UAMs had

been relocated in Europé&’

The Greek RIS, with support from the EUAA, created and deployed a team of case management reception
assistants for reception facilities under its responsibility throughout Greece. Their task was to ensure the
identification of needs, referral and followp for all persons residing in reception facilities. A standard
operating procedure was drafted to create a harmonized system for case management -rafigst

secondf AYyS NBOSLIiA2y® ¢KS bDh bSG@g2N] F2N / Knhof RNBy Qa
vulnerable applicants after the launch of the online registration platform for applying for international
protection. The organization encouraged the relevant ministry to set up an identification system that
addresses these gaps. The Greek CounciR&dugees observed delays invulnerability assessments and
referrals, which led to applicants being interviewed prior to establishing their eventual specific ¥feeds.

On 31 December 2022, the ESTIA Il scheresigned to accommodate vulnerable applicagtsnded in
Greece. Applicants were transferred to larger mainland structures. Several civil society organizations and
UNHCR expressed their concern about the modalitid the move and the fact that the needs of
vulnerable applicants could not be adequately addressed in larger facifties.

In January 2022, the National Strategy for the Protection of unaccompanied minors was published. As
provided in the Strategy, a reform of the guardianship system for unaccompanied minors was deemed
necessary. On 22/7/2022 the new Law 4960/2022 on Guardipnand accommodation framework for

unaccompanied children was adopted. The new law includes the necessary provisions for the

55Data published by the Ministry of Migration and Asylum, December 2022,

available athttps://migration.gov.gr/asynodeytanilikastoicheiadekemvrioy2022/.

56lnformation Note on Asylum September 2028inistry of Migration and Asylum (Table 8.5)

5’Press Release, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, March 2023, availal8efa:Voultepsi and Iraklis Moskoff bid farewell at
the airport to the last 15 unaccompanied minard,368 children: the overall toll of the pioneering relocation program |
Ministry of Migration and Asylum

58See the Asylum Report 2023, available héitps://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023

07/2023 Asylum Report EN 0.pdf

59bid.



https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/2023_Asylum_Report_EN_0.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/asynodeyta-anilika-stoicheia-dekemvrioy-2022/
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/sofia-voyltepsi-kai-iraklis-moskof-apochairetisan-sto-aerodromio-ta-teleytaia-15-asynodeyta-anilika-1-368-paidia-o-synolikos-apologismos-toy-protoporiakoy-programmatos-metegkatastasis/
https://migration.gov.gr/sofia-voyltepsi-kai-iraklis-moskof-apochairetisan-sto-aerodromio-ta-teleytaia-15-asynodeyta-anilika-1-368-paidia-o-synolikos-apologismos-toy-protoporiakoy-programmatos-metegkatastasis/
https://migration.gov.gr/sofia-voyltepsi-kai-iraklis-moskof-apochairetisan-sto-aerodromio-ta-teleytaia-15-asynodeyta-anilika-1-368-paidia-o-synolikos-apologismos-toy-protoporiakoy-programmatos-metegkatastasis/
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/2023_Asylum_Report_EN_0.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/2023_Asylum_Report_EN_0.pdf
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implementation of the new guardianship scheme, which will provide flexibility to various actors that fulfil
specific criteria to provide guardianship services. However, the law has not yet been implemented. The
Best Interest Assessment tool, which was tikdf and launched by the Greek Dublin Unit based on
previous correspondence with other EU countries, UNHCR, UNICEF and EASO was enhanced after the
provision of inputs by international and local organizations and NGOs. This tool is an indispensable
element d take-charge requests of unaccompanied minors. This tool aims to facilitate the family
reunification requests under the Dublin Regulation (EU) 604/2013 by gathering all necessary information

required by MembefStates when assessing family reunificatioricad 2 F ! ! aQao Ly Ol &

assessment cannot be included in the outgoing request, it is forwarded afterwards as a supplementary
document®®

In July 2022, Law 4960/2022 on Natio@aliardianship System and Accommodation Framework for
Unaccompanied Minors and other provisions within the competence of the Ministry of Migration and
Asylum (A' 145) was adoptéd.The proposed changes are part of the Code of Reception for the
international protection of thirdcountry nationals and stateless persons and temporary protection in case

2F Yl aa Ay¥FtdzE 2F RA&ALI I OSR T2 NBA3IyS Niebewdnkidti@K o6 &
sets the rules for a functional and flexible guardianship system, where the State exercises control and
supervision, gives directions for the exercise of guardianship duties, and supports the implementation of

the programme.

The new Immigration Code (Law 5038) includes aykar residence permit for unaccompanied minors
who become adults, based on two conditions: They must complete at least three years of Greek schooling
by the age of 23, and be accepted in vocational trgjfapprenticeship or universitjevel schools or
institutions. Previously, migrants from ndflJ countries had to complete six years of schooling in Greece
by the age of 23 in order to receive the 'M2' residence permit. They also had to have been livihgitega
Greece for ten years, at least five of which had to be with a Greek family, among other conditions. The
code has, however, been criticized by rights groups such as the Greek Council for Refugees (GCR), which
says unaccompanied migrant minors may ur@ble to meet the schooling criteria. GCR and 15 other
humanitarian and refugee organizations expressed serious concerns over the bill and called for
amendments to address what they said were gaps in legal status faced by unaccompanied children in
Greece.

Dublin Cases & Relocation

In 202, 1,077 Dublin transfers to other EU member states took place in the framework of Dublin
Regulation,which appears to be significantly decreasesimpared to 2,133ransfers occurredn 2021
Similarly, therewere only 291 Dublin transfers recorded in the first nine months of 20d&ble 2).
Additional obstacles to family reunification under Dublin continued to occur in 20222023due to

60AIDA Report, 2022 update, p. 75, availablehétps://asylumineurope.org/wpcontent/uploads/2023/06/AIDAGR 2022

Update.pdf
6Seeherenu ar Nf 4 pk [a& rlwnfyaEeynmy OYAIANI A2y dI2FDPIAND
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https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%CE%A6%CE%95%CE%9A-%CE%91-145-2022_%CE%B7%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%BA%CF%84%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE-%CF%85%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%AE.pdf
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restrictive practice¥ adopted not only in Greece buby several receiving Member States, which may
undermine the right to family lif&3

Table21: Relocation and Dublin Cases, 2022 and 2023 (as of September)

Month/2022 Relocation Dublin Cases
January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December
Total 202
Month/2023
January
February
March
April

May

June
August
September
Total 203

Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum December 2@ hformation Note on Asylui@eptembeR023 Ministry of
Migration and Asylum.

As per the relocation progran®,164 individuals in total, including 1,333 unaccompanied children were
relocated to other EU Member States under the voluntary relocation schéameched by the EU
Commission in March 20Z8.By the end 02022, 170 individuals were relocated while in the first nine
months of 2023 their numbers stand at 3{8able B). This corroborates a clear downward trend
comparing to P21, when 3,571 individualswere relocated to other EU member states under thame
scheme.

62Such asequirements for official translations of documents proving family links, sometimes unnecessary DNA tests, age
FaasSaavySyida 2F dzyl O02YLI yASR OKAt RNBY mehods.S 02y RdzOGSR | 002 NR.
63See the Asylum Report 2023, available héitps://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023

07/2023 Asylum Report EN 0.pdf

84AIDA Report 2022, page 77, available héttas://asylumineurope.org/wpcontent/uploads/2023/06/AIDAGR 2022

Update.pdf



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/2023_Asylum_Report_EN_0.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023-07/2023_Asylum_Report_EN_0.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
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Transfers to the Mainland

A total of 3,971asylum seekers were transferred to the Greek mainlan&eaptember2023, marking a
sharp upward trend comparing to 751 transfers in September 2022all, over the whol022 the total
number of transports stood &t7,122 (Table 22).

Table22: Asylum Seekers transferred to Mainland, 202P23 (as of September)

Month 2022/RIC KOS LESVOS SAMOS CHIOS LEROS OTHER TOTAL
ISLANDS

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

TOTAL 2022

Month 2023/RIC KOS LESVOS SAMOS CHIOS LEROS OTHER TOTAL
ISLANDS

January
February
March

April

May

June

July
August
September

TOTAL 2@

Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum December 2@ hformation Note on Asylum September 20RBnistry of
Migration and Asylum

%WOOOOOOO
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All in all, the transfers of asylum seekers from the Aegean islands to the Greek mainland have marked an
exponential increase of 429% comparing with the same period in 2022.

3. Irregular Migration Flows, Return and Readmissions

According to Frontex (2023), detections iltégal border crossing decreased on the circular route from
Albania to Greece in 2022, with the majority of detected illegal bordessings made by Albanian
nationals (Table 3.

85 nformation Note September 2023, AnnexMinistry of Migration and Asylum



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
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Table23: Fluctuation in Circular Route from Albania to Greece, 20A®?2

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total Share %| Change on prev.

year

Circular route from 4,550 1,944 1,365 1,092 696 0.5 -42

AL to GR

Albania 4,319 1,867 1,326 1,033 599 86 -22

India n/a 16 4 10 17 2.4 70

Cuba n/a 3 6 20 17 2.4 -15

All other 231 74 33 23 63 9.1 117

SourceFrontex

According to the same Frontex statistics, in 20around 331,553illegal bordercrossings (IBC) were
reported by EU member states. This was the highest number of registered IBCs since 2017. The Central
Mediterranean, Western Balkan and Western African routes were the top three used, with the highest
volumes of IBCs recded on entry over the whole of 2@2

Within the same period, the overall use of fraudulent documents increased by more5&ain relation
to 2021.56 EU member states/Schengen Associated Countries reported a total 841l ®&audulent

documens, and 26,249F NJ dzRdzf Sy i R 2 O devt@nAllibarders and drkirr& WIScharigen
secondary movements in 202

According to Hellenic Police statistics, the total number of apprehended TCNs for irregular stay and
employment in Greece, in 2@2was22,739 of whose 22,572were apprehended for irregular stay and
167 for irregular employment (Tabled2.

Table24: TCNs apprehended for irregular stays and employment, 2022

SourceGreek Police Database, December 2622

66FRONTEX Risk Analysis Report for 2023/2024 availabilgpat//prd.frontex.europa.eu/?formfields%5Bdocument
tag%5D%5B0%5D=154iage 20.

87Yearly Report for 2022 published by the Greek Police, Table 43,



https://prd.frontex.europa.eu/?form-fields%5Bdocument-tag%5D%5B0%5D=1541
https://prd.frontex.europa.eu/?form-fields%5Bdocument-tag%5D%5B0%5D=1541
https://prd.frontex.europa.eu/?form-fields%5Bdocument-tag%5D%5B0%5D=1541
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The total ishigher than in 202, when 19,185individuals were apprehendedl9,061for irregular stays
and 124 for irregular employment}® Meanwhile, there are no available data for the nationalities of the
TCNs apprehended by the Greek Police in 20021 and 2022

Finally, during 2022, applicants for international protection as well as rejected asylum seekers continued
to remain systematically detained without any proper consideration of the prospect of return to Turkiye
despite returns being suspended since Mardd2@ Several court decisions acknowledged that in the
absence of an actual prospect of removal, detention lacks a legal$asis.

Returns and Deportations

Regarding the inflows, their numbers in the first nine months of28&2pear to have beed 704 (29,714)
higher than in the firshine months of 202 (11,023)Y° However, a significant number of those arrivals
have since left the country because of expulsions, returns and relocations. Overall, theiffigst nine
months of 2023 tere were5,140departures compared witl29,714arrivals as of September 284a ratio

of 17:100) whereas in September 202here were 6,449departures compared witli1,023arrivals (a
ratio of 58:100).%

In the firstnine months of 203, 1,48610M returns were recorded compared tg5B9in the firstnine
months of 202; voluntary departures stood a410 in September 2023, compared with642 in the
corresponding period in 2022. This marksdacrease of 7.0®%6 (returns) and36.1£%46 (voluntary
departures)’?

According to the statistics on returns made available by the Ministry of Migration and Asylum in December
2022, Greece recorded,225 returnsof irregularly staying persons, including TCNs and EU citizens (Table
25). Of those, 2,763 werforced returnscarried out via bilateral or EU readmission agreements; 1,397
were voluntary departuresfollowing the issuance of a return decision, and 3,065 wassisted voluntary
returns organized by the International Organizatidor Migration (IOM).

Table25: Returns by Category, January 2022823 (as of September)

January

February
March
April

available athttps://www.astynomia.qgr/file/2023/04/epetirida2022.pdf

68Yearly Report for 2021 published by the Greek Police, Table 43,

available at:https://www.astynomia.qgr/file/2022/12/epetirida2021.pdf

69AIDA Report 2022, page 207, available hétgis://asylumineurope.org/wpcontent/uploads/2023/06/AIDAGR 2022
Update.pdf

"Onformation Note A September 202Ministry of Migration and Asylum.

1 bid.

72Supra.



https://www.astynomia.gr/file/2023/04/epetirida2022.pdf
https://www.astynomia.gr/file/2022/12/epetirida2021.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
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May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

Month 2023/Category

January
February
March

April

May

June

July
August
September

Sourcestnformation Note on Asylum December 2@mhformation Note on Asylum September 20RHnistry of
Migration and Asylum

In the first nine months of 2023, Greece recorded 4,617 returns of irregularly staying persons. Of those,
1,675 were forced returns carried out via bilateral or EU readmission agreements; 410 were voluntary
departures following the issuance of a return d#en, and 1,486 were assisted voluntary returns
organized by IOM?

wS3AF NRAY3I NBUdNyaz Ay DNBSOSI Ay wnuu Al 61 & Ay LI
2F aAdINryla Ay &aAlGdzad GAzya 2F @dzZ ySNI oAt AGRE LINE 2 ¢
aAadNI GA2yEé 2F ( KSInteontexd dEkhig préjectpriigrantd wailling to return to their

home country could receivere-departure counseling to better prepare their return and reintegration

support on the issuance of travel documentnd ravel assistance.

In November 2022, the Ministry of Migration and Asylum reached an agreement with Frontex on a series
of activities which are expected to bring better results in the process of returning irregular migrants to
their countries of origin. The two sides agreew full implementation of an integrated plan, in order to
strengthen actions for voluntary returns. In that context, Frontex will provide tools and technical support,
at an administrative and operational levél.

In March 2023, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) Executive Director together with
G§KSy GKS DNBS] aAyAaidSNI 2F aAdaNrdGA2y FyR ! &aeéfdzyz

73Information Note September 2023, AnnexMinistry of Migration and Asylum.

74See here:

https://greece.iom.int/assistedvoluntanyreturn-and-reintegrationmigrantssituations

vulnerability ?fbclid=IwAR38TOZQYNqzz8byW7c8OCEJgmWBaKRIMT GvZDSmIVGzZXfZLIHo

and herehttps://migration.gov.gr/gas/do-m/

7shttps://migration.gov.gr/mitarachifrontex-meetingagree menton-cooperatiorin-voluntary-returns-of-irregularmigrants/



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://greece.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration-migrants-situations-vulnerability?fbclid=IwAR38TOZQYNqzz8byW7c8jOCEJgmWFmPUP-39kBVT_GvZDSmlVGzZXfZLIHo
https://greece.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration-migrants-situations-vulnerability?fbclid=IwAR38TOZQYNqzz8byW7c8jOCEJgmWFmPUP-39kBVT_GvZDSmlVGzZXfZLIHo
https://migration.gov.gr/gas/d-o-m/
https://migration.gov.gr/mitarachi-frontex-meeting-agreement-on-cooperation-in-voluntary-returns-of-irregular-migrants/
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FaANBSYSyid 2y I 02YY2y LXIy GKIG ¢2dd R FdzNIKSNI SELJ
home countries. According to this agreement, Frontex will assist in establishing working relations with
countries outside the European Union and furthempport the Hellenic Republic in the identification as

well as counselling of migrants in order to inform them regarding the possibilities to return voluntarily to

their home countries’6

With the regards to allegation about pushback practices, an increasing number of allegations continued

to be reported in 2022 and have been largely criticised inter alia by UN, Council of Europe and European
Union monitoring bodie§.7 In a report issued in April 2022, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
KdzYly NAIKGEA 2F YAINryha adridSR GKIG aAy DNBSOS: L
ISYSNIt LRtAORE @

hy T WdzA & HAHHIE (GKS 9dNRLISEHY [/ 2dNI 2F 1dzYty wAIKG:
and lifethreatening practice of pushing boats carrying asylum seekers back to Ti8lk&ght years after

the tragic event of Farmakonisi, in which eleven women and children lost their lives in what survivors
describe as a pushback operation, the Court rulemt the Greek authorities had not done all that could
reasonably be expected of the during the operation to prevent the tragedy and protect the people on

board.79 The court also found that the authorities had not carried out a thorough investigation capable

of shedding light on the circumstances in which the boat sank, violating the right to life of the applicants

and their relatives80

On June 15, 2023, group of 40 survivors of a migrant boat sinking in Greek waters filed a criminal
complaint against all parties they deem responsible for the deadly migrant ship#réldke survivors

demankd I GK2NRBJdAK Ay@SadAidalridrzy Ayidz2 (GKS OFdaSa 27
has launched two inquiries into htragedythat has claimed at least 78 lives. Supreme Court Prosecutor
appointed a Supreme Criminal Court deputy prosecutor to supervise the investigation, while the Kalamata
Coast Guard announced the launch of its own inquiry into the sinking of the boat

6See herehttps://frontex.europa.eu/mediacentre/news/newsrelease/frontexexecutivedirector-and-greekofficialsagree
on-cooperatioron-returns-iNUJcF

7TAIDA Report 2022, page 19, available héttas://asylumineurope.org/wpcontent/uploads/2023/06/AIDAGR 2022
Update.pdf

78European Court Slams Greece Over Deadly Migrant Pushback,

available athttps://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/08/europeancourt-slamsgreeceover-deadlymigrant
pushback?fbclid=IwAR1HIgcwox3tJQujPg4sEHBwJaxE4rO64SLY ptwiBh@miAqEXNIGSs

79 bid.

80See hereEuropean Court of Human Rights rules against Greece in landmark migrant rights) 0&ISTNews

81See hereGreece Launches Inquiry into Deadly Migrant ShipwréaleekReporter.com



https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/frontex-executive-director-and-greek-officials-agree-on-cooperation-on-returns-iNUJcF
https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/frontex-executive-director-and-greek-officials-agree-on-cooperation-on-returns-iNUJcF
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/08/european-court-slams-greece-over-deadly-migrant-pushback?fbclid=IwAR1Hlqcwox3tJQujPg4sEHBwJaxE4rO64SLYptwpMrymQ-EnOpnAqEXNlGs
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/08/european-court-slams-greece-over-deadly-migrant-pushback?fbclid=IwAR1Hlqcwox3tJQujPg4sEHBwJaxE4rO64SLYptwpMrymQ-EnOpnAqEXNlGs
https://www.jurist.org/news/2022/07/european-court-of-human-rights-rules-against-greece-in-landmark-migrant-rights-case/#:~:text=July%207%2C%202022%2010%3A23%3A54%20am%20The%20European%20Court,on%20Human%20Rights.%20In%20Safi%20and%20others%20v
https://greekreporter.com/2023/06/15/greece-launches-inquiry-deadly-migrant-shipwreck/
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4. Ukrainian Refugees

Persons who were permanently resident in Ukraine and fled the country after 24 February 2022 are
entitled to temporary protection in the EU with a @fay visa being provided on entranBeUnder this
regime, Ukrainian citizens can enter Greece with their passports and immediately apply for temporary
protection.

By December2022, a total of21,532temporary protection permits cards had been issued to displaced
Ukrainians, of whoml4,804were to women and6,728 tomen?3 In2022, a total 0f32,640 Ukrainian
citizens arrived in Greece (Tald6).

Table26: Arrival of Ukrainian citizens in Greece, Mardbecember 2022
Number March = April = May  June  July @ August September October November December

of 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 | TOTAL
Ukrainians
amving in | 14630 7.750 8,699 232 224 240 231 215 211 199 32,640
Greece

Source Information Note published in December 20RHnistry of Migration and Asylum

By September 2023, a total 06,294 temporary protection permits cards had been issued to displaced
Ukrainians of whom 8,040 were to women and8,054to men (Table 27§ Meanwhile, in September

2022, a grand total of 75,942 Ukrainians had arrived in Greece since the start of the war and 20,135
applications for temporary protection had been submitt&d.

Table27: Arrival of Ukrainian citizens in Greece, Janugdgptember 2023
January February March 2023 = April 2023 | May 2023  June2023 = July2023 = TOTAL

2023 2023
Number of
Ukrainians
arriving in Greece 188 184 172 154 157 138 129 1,122

Sourcelnformation Notes published in September 2pREnistry of Migration and Asylum

In view of providing temporary protection for displaced people from Ukraine, Elé Council
Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/382 of 4 March 2022 established the existence of a mass influx of
displaced persons from Ukraine by the meaning of Article 5 of Directive 2001/55/EC and introduced
temporary protection®® Following the Communication from the Commission on operational guidelines
for the implementation of Council Decision (2022/C 126 1/01), a Decision of the Minister of Migration and
Asylum No 131035/04.03.2022 was issued and activated (P.D. 80/2006), aMilgsterial Decision of

82In Greece, the Presidential Decree 80/2006 on the temporary protection has been activated by the recently (March 2022)
issued Ministerial Decision (Protocol No. 131035).

83nformation Note on Asylum December 2022, TableMistry of Migration and Asylum.

84 nformation Note on Asylum September 20Z&ble 20, Ministry of Migration and Asylum.

85Press Release, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, September 2022, availabtegpst/migration.gov.gr/en/notismitarakis
14-simeiaveltiosissti-diacheirisitoy-metanasteytikoyi-elladaecheisynorakaita-prostateyoyme/

86See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/energopoieitato-kathestosprosorinisprostasiase ktopismenonratomon-apo-tin-

oykrania% EF%BF%BC/



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%94%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/en/notis-mitarakis-14-simeia-veltiosis-sti-diacheirisi-toy-metanasteytikoy-i-ellada-echei-synora-kai-ta-prostateyoyme/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/notis-mitarakis-14-simeia-veltiosis-sti-diacheirisi-toy-metanasteytikoy-i-ellada-echei-synora-kai-ta-prostateyoyme/
https://migration.gov.gr/energopoieitai-to-kathestos-prosorinis-prostasias-ektopismenon-atomon-apo-tin-oykrania%EF%BF%BC/
https://migration.gov.gr/energopoieitai-to-kathestos-prosorinis-prostasias-ektopismenon-atomon-apo-tin-oykrania%EF%BF%BC/
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the Minister of Migration and Asylum No 172172/28.03.2022 specified the procedure for granting
temporary protection.

Electronic preregistration for temporary protection of displaced Ukrainians is available on the website of
the Ministry of Migration and Asylum since March 2022. The platform provides Ukrainian citizens residing
in Ukrainethe opportunity to declare their basic personal data and receive a special appointment in
person at the Regional Offices of the Asylum Service, in order to receive temporary status protéction.

Following thedecision of the Minister of Migration and Asylum, the validity period of the temporary
protection status for the displaced persons from Ukraine in Greece is extended. The temporary extension
has a duration of six (6) monththat isfrom September 4, 2023, to March 4, 20¥4During the above
mentioned extension period, theesidencepermit already in possession by the beneficiaries of temporary
protection will not be renewed, and they do not need to take any further action. Furthermore, new
temporaryprotection residencepermits will continue to be issued to displaced persons from Ukraine who
will enter Greece for the first time until March 4, 2024. It is noted that all themporary protection
residencepermits with a date of issue from 24/3/2022 to 4/3/2024 constitute a title of legal residence in
the countrywith access tdabour market confering the rights of articles 128 to 131 of the 4939/20%2.

Ukrainian citizens granted temporary protection status under the European Directive and Greek
legislation have the following right

1 pursue an activity as an employed or sethployed person,

9 access to educational programmes, vocational training, and traineeships,

1 access tmdequate accommodation,

9 access tsocial assistangéinancial support, and medical care.

1 children under the age of 18 shall also have the right to education under the same conditions as
the Greek citizens

Furthermore, Ukrainian nationals, beneficiaries of temporary protection, will be able to receive all the
services of the HELIOS program, such as integration courses in specialized centers throughout Greece,
employment support and housing support, including rent subsidBignificant changes are also being
made to the accommodation criteria of HELIQ8h asincrease of the rent subsidy by 30% and the
extension of the duration of the subsidy for all beneficiaries (until today? Gnonths) to 12 months for

all.®t

By the end of 2022, pursuant to the Joint Ministerial Decision of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and
Migration and Asylum (708368/25.11.2022), Ukraine was removed from the list of safe countries of
origin?

87See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/diathesimiapo-simerastin-istoselidatoy-ypoyrgeioymetanasteysikarasyloyston-
eidiko-syndesmeappsmigration-gov-gr-temporary-protection-i-ilektronikirplatforma-pro-katagrafise ktopisthent/

8 h ~ h h ' - Y st A - Y h > on 1t h v I A
(migrationgov.gr)

89See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/paratastis-prosorinisprostasiasgia-toys-ektopisthente sapo-tin-oykrania/

99More than 25,000 Ukrainian citizens under temporary protection in Greece | Ministry of Migration and Asylum

91Homes for Ukrainian refugees via HELIOS | Ministry of Migration and Asylum

92EMN country factsheet 2022: Greece (europa.eu)



https://migration.gov.gr/diathesimi-apo-simera-stin-istoselida-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-ston-eidiko-syndesmo-apps-migration-gov-gr-temporary-protection-i-ilektroniki-platforma-pro-katagrafis-ektopisthent/
https://migration.gov.gr/diathesimi-apo-simera-stin-istoselida-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-ston-eidiko-syndesmo-apps-migration-gov-gr-temporary-protection-i-ilektroniki-platforma-pro-katagrafis-ektopisthent/
https://migration.gov.gr/paratasi-tis-prosorinis-prostasias-gia-toys-ektopisthentes-apo-tin-oykrania/
https://migration.gov.gr/paratasi-tis-prosorinis-prostasias-gia-toys-ektopisthentes-apo-tin-oykrania/
https://migration.gov.gr/paratasi-tis-prosorinis-prostasias-gia-toys-ektopisthentes-apo-tin-oykrania/
https://migration.gov.gr/perissoteroi-apo-25-000-oykranoi-polites-se-kathestos-prosorinis-prostasias-stin-ellada/
https://migration.gov.gr/spitia-gia-toys-oykranoys-prosfyges-meso-helios/
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-08/EMN_Factsheets2022_EL_0.pdf
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5. Reception System, Accommodation, Integration

In September 2022, a total &842migrants and asylum seekers were accommodated in Reception and
Identification Centres (RICs) across the Greek islands, a natediease ofl4%comparing taSeptember
2021 @,490 (Table 28§32

Table28. Migrants and Asylum Seekers accommodated in RICs, 2022 & 2023 (as of September)
Reception and Identification Centres (RICSs)

LESVOS SAMOS CHIOS LEROS
Sept2022 1,727 1.117 392 281
Oct-2022 1,607 1,129 317 351
Now-2022 1,598 1,095 493 435
Dec2022 1,994 1,029 385 358
Jan2023 2,067 983 336 363
Feb2023 1,972 950 336 302
March-2023 2,358 890 422 258
April-2023 2,512 776 443 286
May-2023 2,655 624 288 276
June 2023 2,159 526 391 499
July-2023 2,874 599 489 714
August2023 3,351 1,662 638 1,213
September2023 5,075 4,264 986 2,355
Difference fromSeptember 2022

Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum September 2@ hformation Note on Asylum September 20R8nistry of
Migration and Asylum*other islands are also included

TCNs Resident

In September2023, 15,143migrants and asylum seekers were accommodated in RICs across the Greek
islands, thehighestnumberin the last two yeargFigure10). Compared to September 2022, in September

2023 there was a sharp increase of 294% of migrants and asylum seekers accommodated in RICs across
the Greek islands.

Figurel0: TCNs resident in RICs, December 203tptember 2023

TCNs Residents
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Sourcelnformation Note on Asylum September 20R8nistry of Migration and Asylum

93nformation Note on September 2022 (p.R®)inistry of Migration and Asylum.



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91.pdf
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Regarding the distribution of migrants and asylum seekers by region, there sigaificant decreas@

most regiondn the period September 2021September 2022InSeptember2022,18,483TCMNresidents

were distributed across thirteen regional units of Greece, compared 20661 TCNs ithe same month

of 2021%4 In September 2023, there were 30,535 TCNs resident distributed across the thirteen regional
units of Greece, with North Aegean regional unit accommodating the largest number of migrants and
asylum seekers (Table 29).

Table29: Distribution of migrants and asylum seekers by region, September 20&2ptember 2023

Regional Unit TCNs % of total TCNs % of total
Resident population 202 Resident  population 2023
2022 (as of 2023 (as of
September) September)

NORTH AEGEAN
SOUTH AEGEAN
EPIRUS

CENTRAL GREECE
CENTRAL MACEDONIA
EAST MACEDONIA AND THRACE
PELOPONNESE
ATTICA

WEST GREECE
THESSALY

WEST MACEDONIA

IOANIAN ISLANDS

CRETE

TOTAL
Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum September 2@mhformation Note on Asylum September 20R8nistry of
Migration and Asylum

Under the Helios Programme35,002 and 35,897 TCNs were had registered in the program during,
respectively, thelstand 2" quarters of 202; between the3rd and4™ quarters of 2022, aignificanthigher
number of TCNs were registered, wil®,021in the third, and 42,279in the secondjuarters of 2022.
(Table30). This trend continued in 2023 with a total of numbers of registration standing at 133,765 in the
1st, 20d and 39 quarters of 2023, respectively.

Table30: Registration at Helios Programme

REGISTRATIONS AT HELIOS

1st quarter of 2022 ‘ 35,002
2nd quarter of 2022 ‘ 35,897

3d quarter of 2022 ‘ 40,021
guarter of 2022 42,279

9nformation Note on Asylum September 2021 (p.\istry of Migration and Asylum.



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2022_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%91%CE%A1%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%9C%CE%91-%CE%91_%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2021_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91-1.pdf
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Sourcesinformation Note on Asylum September 20@8Migration and Asylum.

As per nationality27.24 of those registered on the Helios Programme are from Afghanigfai% from
Syria,13.9from Ukraine and10.4% fromlirag®®

Another category under the accommodation scheme includes the beneficiaries of the rent housing
programme whose numbers reached 1,984 in September 2022, while in the first 3 quarters of 2023 (till
30/09/2023) their numbers was increased by 19% (2,439 ial)dt

Finally, the category of TCNs beneficiaries of the rent subsiding programme reached 68,392 in the first
three quarters of 2023 (till 30 September 2023), while in the same period of 2022 their numbers were
lower by 24% with 52,029 TCNs benefiting from #isommodation programmé’

Accommodation and Protection of UAMs

On 10ctober 2023, there were64 operational UAM Accommodation Facilities with a total capacity of
1,831places 63 £miIndependentliving apartments with a total capacity of 252 places, an@mergency
accommodationfacilities of a total capacityof 198 places® In the same period, out of a total df,731
UAMs (83% boys, I% girls and10% below 14 years old)}l,107 were in longterm or temporary
accommodation facilities131 in semiautonomous accommodation apartments,23 in emergency
accommodation facilities364in RICs, an@ in accommodation facilities fasylum seeker89

Disaggregated by nationality, the estimated UAM populatiorist©October2023 breaks down as follows:

23% Afghanil1% Pakistanil1% Syrian, an®5% othernationalities Comparing these figures to those

from 1st October 2022the number of UAMs fromi\fghanistan and Pakistan in October 2023 has fallen

by 3% (from 26% in October 2022), and 5% (from 16%), while those from Syria and other countries have
been risen by 3% (from 8%) and 6% (from 49%), respectffely

%Information Note on the Helios Program, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, August 2023, available at:

https://migration.gov.gr/heliose nimerotiko-fyllo-aygoystos2023/

% nformation Noteon the beneficiaries of the rent housing programme, September 2023.

97 bid.

9%pdated Data on Unaccompanied Minors October 2023, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, available at:

https://migration.gov.gr/wp

content/uploads/2023/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91 % CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B 1% CF%84% CE%B 9% CF%83%(
%84% CE%B9%CE%BA% CEAORYA3%CF%84%CE%BF% CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B5% CE%AF%CE%B1 2023 07 _01.pdf

91bid.

10ypdated Data on Unaccompanied Minors October 2022, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, available at:

https://migration.gov.gr/wp

content/uploads/2022/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91 %CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B 1% CF%84%CE%B 9% CF%83%(
%84%CE%B9% CE%BAY% CEAEYA3%CFY%84%CEY%BF% CE%B9%CF%87%CEY%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1 20220701.pdf



https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/helios-enimerotiko-fyllo-aygoystos-2023/
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/%CE%A3%CE%B5%CF%80%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-2023_%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%91-GR-%CE%95%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%81%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C-%CE%94%CE%99%CE%95%CE%98%CE%9D%CE%97-%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A3%CE%A4%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91_%CE%9D%CE%95%CE%9F.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91_%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AC-%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1_2023_07_01.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91_%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AC-%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1_2023_07_01.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91_%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AC-%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1_2023_07_01.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91_%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AC-%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1_20220701.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91_%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AC-%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1_20220701.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%CE%95%CE%93%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%91_%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AC-%CE%A3%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1_20220701.pdf
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According to a data provided by the Special Secretariat for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors
during 2022, the Special Secretariat handled 5,660 requests for accommodation for unaccompanied
minors, ensuring a maximum occupancy of 2,500 accommodatamesg. In addition, approximately 3,000
children living in precarious conditions or homeless in the mainland were identified and housed.
Furthermore, in the context of the voluntary relocation scheme more than 1,300 children were
transferred in 13 countrig across Europé?®:

6. Policy and Legislation Regulating Asylum and Refugee Status

In July 2022, Law 4960/2022 on National Guardianship System and Accommodation Framework for
Unaccompanied Minors and other provisions within the competence of the Ministry of Migration and

Asylum (A' 145) was adopteti02 The changes are part of the CoateReception that was ratified by Law

b2® ndpodkHAHH O6BU mmmMOd LG asSia GKS NEt Sa F2NI I Fd

The above was anticipated hbihe establishment of the Special Secretariat for the Protection of
Unaccompanied Minors (SSPUAM) of the Ministry of Migration and Asylum in April 2020 and
the Voluntary Relocationrscheme. The responsibilities of the Special Secretariat for the Protection of
Unaccompanied Minors (EAFRD) of the Ministry of Migration and Asylum include, among others, the
reform of an effectivgguardianshipsystem that will be put to public consultation, the innovative
"Mentorship" program, as welas the"Mental Health Hub" program, which aims to develop the skills of
professionals but also to providesychosocial support to unaccompanied childréminstitutional terms,

the SSUM has become the competent authority for the protection of UAMSs, including their
accommodationt® Actually, the above mechanism has established frmmework of rules for the
operation of hospitality centres and supervised apartments for semdnomous accommodationn that
context KS LINPINIF YYS &1 9[ Lh{ W bLhwé¢ F2NI wuZInnn OKAf RNB
reached adulthoodvas adopted® The goal is to facilitate the integration into the labor market of this
particularly vulnerable group and their independent livifigne action, whiclisimplemented with the ce
financing of the European Union (AMtFAsylum, Migration, and Integration Fund) and concerns young
people from 18 to 21 years old, comes to strengthen in practice the new legislative framework, according
to which the stay in the @untry of former unaccompanied minors is linked to educatidhis waghen
followed by thecreation of theEmergency Response Mechanison UAMs, in January 2021, which is a

101Report of Actions 2022 EAFRD | Ministry of Migration and Asylum

102press Release, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, June 2022, availablgpat//migration.gov.gr/en/sediavoyleysito-
nomoschedistoy-ypoyrgeioymetanasteysiskarasyloyethniko-systimaepitropeiasasynodeytoranilikon-katrplaisiofiloxenias
asynodeytoranilikon/

103EMN country factsheet 2022: Greece (europa.eu)

104The National Centre for Social Solidarity (EKKA) remains responsible for the representation of UAMs, through the
guardianship, too, provided under La854/2018, under the supervision of the Directorate for the Protection of Children and
Families of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.

105HELIOS JUNIOR for 2,000 children: Another innovative program for Unaccompanied Minors | Ministry of Migration and

Asylum



https://migration.gov.gr/apologismos-draseon-2022-egpaa/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/se-diavoyleysi-to-nomoschedio-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-ethniko-systima-epitropeias-asynodeyton-anilikon-kai-plaisio-filoxenias-asynodeyton-anilikon/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/se-diavoyleysi-to-nomoschedio-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-ethniko-systima-epitropeias-asynodeyton-anilikon-kai-plaisio-filoxenias-asynodeyton-anilikon/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/se-diavoyleysi-to-nomoschedio-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-ethniko-systima-epitropeias-asynodeyton-anilikon-kai-plaisio-filoxenias-asynodeyton-anilikon/
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-08/EMN_Factsheets2022_EL_0.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/helios-junior-gia-2-000-paidia-ena-akomi-protoporiako-programma-gia-toys-asynodeytoys-anilikoys/
https://migration.gov.gr/helios-junior-gia-2-000-paidia-ena-akomi-protoporiako-programma-gia-toys-asynodeytoys-anilikoys/
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supportive framework and safety net for children, charged with identifying and providing immediate
protection and care to UAMs who are homeless or in precarious living condifibns.

In addition, the National Registry for the Protection of UAMs was established and charged with creating
a comprehensive recording system of UAMs and collecting the information required for the operational
needs of the Special Secretariat for the ProtectidridAMs of the Ministry of Immigration and Asylum.

In a press release on 10 November 2022, the Minister for Migration and Asylum announced the adoption
of the National Strategy on Migratiotd’ According to the press release the new closed controlled centres
have been designed to have separate areas for the general population and vulnerable groups, along with
a PreDeparture Detention Centre for illegal migrants who must be returtd.

On 1 October 2021, the Ministry of Migration and Asylum took responsibility for implementing the
financial assistance program for applicants for international protection; until themgimplemented by

the UNHCR? With this transition, combined with the implementation of the ESTIA housing programme
by the same Ministry since September 2020 (ESTIA II, then BESFitdece's obligation to ensure certain
material conditions for asylum seekers is now administered entirely bysthte'° The same Ministry
also monitors the implementation of theHELIOSprogram, which is funded by the EU and implemented
by the IOM. Its main mission is to promote the independent living and social integration of its
beneficiaries. It should be noted thaHELIOS Qabpe is to promote the independent livelihood and social
integration of the hosted TCNs. It enhances social integration through housing, integration courses, labour
market inclusion, and raising awareness of the local population and promoting the soloésian. Lastly,

08 SYR 2F HnuH G bammé ¢ametbanled¥ K2 dza Ay 3 LINJ

The reception and identification centres (RIC) of Samos, Kos and Leros were replaced by closed controlled
access centers of islands (CCACI) in 2021. A further two centres, on Lesvos and Chios islands, were
foreseen for 2022, but in fact they were opened 2023. Presidential Decree No 77/8.11.2022
(Establishment of Closed Controlled Centres and replacement of Reception and Identification Centres)

108n institutional terms, following the establishment of the Special Secretary for UAMs (SSUM) under the Ministry of Migration
and Asylum in February 2028nd the coming into force of Law 4756/2020 in November of the same year, the SSUM has
become the compgent authority for the protection of UAMs, including their accommodation. The National Centre for Social
Solidarity (EKKA) remains responsible for the representation of UAMs, through the guardianship, too, provided under Law
4554/2018, under the supervigioof the Directorate for the Protection of Children and Families of the Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs.

107Press Release, National Strategy on Migration: Commitments that Became a Reality, Ministry of Migration and Asylum,
November 2021, available dtttps://migration.gov.gr/en/ethnikistratigikigia-to-metanasteytikedesmeyseigpoy-den
emeinanstalogia/

108 pid.

10%Press Release, The Ministry for Migration and Asylum Undertakes the Provision of Financial Aid to Asylum Seekers as of
Friday, October 1 2021, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, availablettgis://migration.gov.gr/en/to-ypoyrgeio
metanasteysikatrasyloyanalamvanegpo-tin-paraskeyili-oktovrioy-2021-tin-parochioikonomikoyvoithimatosstoys
aitoyntesasylo/

110Press Release, Ministry of Migration and Asylum, November 2020, availablépat/migration.gov.gr/synechizetaio-

2021 -to-programmaestiame-pliri-eyropaikichrimatodotisi/

111The "ESTIA" program that had been running in the period 2022 was initially under the administration of the UN High
Commission, with funding from the European Commission.



https://migration.gov.gr/en/ethniki-stratigiki-gia-to-metanasteytiko-desmeyseis-poy-den-emeinan-sta-logia/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/ethniki-stratigiki-gia-to-metanasteytiko-desmeyseis-poy-den-emeinan-sta-logia/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/to-ypoyrgeio-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-analamvanei-apo-tin-paraskeyi-1i-oktovrioy-2021-tin-parochi-oikonomikoy-voithimatos-stoys-aitoyntes-asylo/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/to-ypoyrgeio-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-analamvanei-apo-tin-paraskeyi-1i-oktovrioy-2021-tin-parochi-oikonomikoy-voithimatos-stoys-aitoyntes-asylo/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/to-ypoyrgeio-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy-analamvanei-apo-tin-paraskeyi-1i-oktovrioy-2021-tin-parochi-oikonomikoy-voithimatos-stoys-aitoyntes-asylo/
https://migration.gov.gr/synechizetai-to-2021-to-programma-estia-me-pliri-eyropaiki-chrimatodotisi/
https://migration.gov.gr/synechizetai-to-2021-to-programma-estia-me-pliri-eyropaiki-chrimatodotisi/
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amended Presidential Decree No 106/202&hich provided for the establishment dfontrolled
Temporary Accommodation Facilities in the mainland, in place of the current reception céhters.

CKS W2AYyd aAyAaliSNALIf 5SOA&A2Y b2® pMOPRNHKHAHHI D
beneficiaries of international protection with a Residence Permit (ADET). At the same time, Joint
Ministerial Decision No 605869/2022 regulates the issuadceé | LINR @A aAA2Yy Il f FT2NBAAY
healthcare number (PAYPA), enabling applicants for international protection to access social insurance,
healthcare services and the labour market.

Regarding the decisions on safe countriegrspant to the Joint Ministerial Decision of the Ministers of
Foreign Affairs and Migration and Asylum No. 708368/25.11.2022, Ukraine was removed from the list of
safe countries of origin. Pursuant to Joint Ministerial Decision No 78391/2022, Egypt, BahiNepal

were added to the national list of safe countries of origihe national list of safe third countries include
Turkey as a safe third country fapplicants for international protection from Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia,
Pakistan, and BangladesAlbania is also listeds a safe third country for applicants for international
protection entering Greece irregularly from the Albani@neek borders, angimilarly North Macedonia

as a safe third country for applicants for international protection entering Greece irregularly from the
North MacedoniarGreek borders.

Since August 2022, applicants of international protection whose initial application for international
protection has received a final rejection, can book an appointment through an electronic platform in order
to submit a subsequent application of internaial protection. The electronic platform addresses only
third-country nationals whose initial application for international protection in Greece has been rejected
and who now wish to submit a new applicatibif.However, acess to asylum on the mainland remains
highly problematic. Since September 2022, persons who want to submit an asylum application on the
mainland should initially book an appointment through an online platform and then present themselves
in one of the tworegistration facilities in Diavata (Thessaloniki) or Malakasa (Attica) to complete
registration of their application. However, access to the online platform is not always possible, in some
cases appointments for registration are assigned many months, latetr applicants while waiting for the

day of their appointment are not protected from detention and do not have access to reception
conditions. Lastly, once they present themselves at the registration facilities, they may be subject to de
facto detention for a period up to 25 days, contrary to the requirements of Art. 8 of the Reception
Directive. Access to the asylum procedure for persons detained umepneval centers remains also a
matter of concernt'4

The Joint Ministerial Decision 788502/11.01.2023 foresees the provision of free legal assistance to
applicants for international protection for the exercise of the prescribed appeal before the Appeals
Authority 115

112See herehttps://www.efsyn.gr/ellada/dikaiomata/367775 proedrikdiatagmagianeesdomesprosfygon
113See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/platformaprogrammatismosapodosisrantevoy-giaypovolimetagenesterisaitisis tis-

ypiresiasasyloy/
1“AIDAGR 2022)pdate.pdf (asylumineurope.org)
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https://www.efsyn.gr/ellada/dikaiomata/367775_proedriko-diatagma-gia-nees-domes-prosfygon
https://migration.gov.gr/platforma-programmatismos-apodosis-rantevoy-gia-ypovoli-metagenesteris-aitisis-tis-ypiresias-asyloy/
https://migration.gov.gr/platforma-programmatismos-apodosis-rantevoy-gia-ypovoli-metagenesteris-aitisis-tis-ypiresias-asyloy/
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/%CE%9D%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE-%CF%83%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%AE-%CE%A6%CE%95%CE%9A-2023-%CF%84.-B-00042.pdf
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The Ministerial Decision No. 180838 foresees the automatic extension of residence permits that expired

from January 2022 to March 202%.In March, the Ministry decided to extend again the residence permits

until June 2022. This was the last decision regarding the automatic extension of residence pErmits.

Indeed, the postovid era has created in practice delays since the respective authorities cannot renew

the expired residence permits in due time. As a results, it takes more than 2 years for their renewal and

in some cases thirdountry national are redeing expired residence permits. Pending the issuance of a

new residence permit, beneficiaries of international protection are granted a certificate of application

valid for six months. In practice, beneficiaries of international protection holding these certificates are
2yfte LINBGSOGSR FNBY RSGSydAz2y |FyR R2 y2i KIF@S | OC
renewall!®

7. Political and Institutional Developments

Following the general election that were held in Greece in July 2023, the newly appointed Minister of
Migration and Asylum (Mr. Dimitris Keridis ), in piegrammatic statements® introduced the four pillars
2F GKS bS¢ 5SY2O0N)r O&Qa I20SNYYSyYyl 6KAOK NB@2ft ISR |

0 Safeguarding the country's obligations-aisis the international conventions and international
law.

0 The security of the country and its borders.

0 Social cohesion and the smooth integration of migrants.

0 Theevolving needs of the Greek economy.

According to the Minister as th@reek economy is experiencing labor shortages in sectors like agriculture,
tourism, catering, and constructigrihere is a high demand for seasonal worke#sich in turn has led to
thousands of requesttodged to thedecentralized administrations. To address this, the government has
signed bilateral agreements with Egypt and Bangladesh to regulate seasonal migration and combat
irregular migrationthrough the means of repatriatianAdditionally, according to the same statemgn
there's a need to attract qualified personnel in hitdth sectors(including Greeks from the diaspgra
Elaborating further onntegration policieshe made a special reference to theotection for vulnerable
groups, such as mingrgointing out the availabl&uropean financial tools arfUbest practicesFinally,

at EU level, Mr. Keridis (the Minister of Migration and Asylum) underlined the nebdiltba common
European migration and asylum policy.

Ly WdZA & HnuH YR F2ft26Ay3 RA&GOdza&AA2Y o0SG6SSy GKS
LINR L2 & | € G2 YFAYauNBFY TFdzyRFEYSyll f NAIKGIAQ GAGKAY
Officer (FRO) and a Special Commission on Fundamental Righidiance (Task Force for Fundamental

116See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/paratasioristikon-titlon -diamoniskaivevaiose orkatathesisaitisispoliton-triton -choron
eoskaktis-30-6-2022/

117See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/% CE%A 6% CE%95% CR#OB% 92535 -31.03.22.pdf
118See herehttps://asylumineurope.org/wpcontent/uploads/2023/06/AIDAGR 2022)pdate.pdf(p.19)

119The programmatic statements of the Minister on Migration and Asylum Policy | Ministry of Migration and Asylum



https://migration.gov.gr/paratasi-oristikon-titlon-diamonis-kai-vevaioseon-katathesis-aitisis-politon-triton-choron-eos-kai-tis-30-6-2022/
https://migration.gov.gr/paratasi-oristikon-titlon-diamonis-kai-vevaioseon-katathesis-aitisis-politon-triton-choron-eos-kai-tis-30-6-2022/
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/%CE%A6%CE%95%CE%9A-%CE%92-1535_-31.03.22.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://migration.gov.gr/oi-programmatikes-diloseis-toy-ypoyrgoy-gia-tin-politiki-metanasteysis-kai-asyloy/
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Rights Compliance) were appointed within the Ministry of Migration and Asylum. The Ministry of
Migration and Asylum publicly announced the first meeting of the Commission in August?2022.

The Recording Mechaniswrf Informal Forced Returns that commenced operations in early 2022 under
the supervision of the National Commission for Human Rigints to monitor,aims torecord and report
informal forced return incidents of TCNs from Greece to other countries. It seeks to promote and
consolidate respect of the principle of neefoulement as well as to safeguard guarantees and
compliance with legal proceduresBut this newly established mechanism for compliance with
fundamental rights in receptn and asylum procedures has been widely criticized (i.e. from the Greek
Ombudsman and the NCHR) as not in line with the independence and effectiveness requirdméants,

the Greek Government has remained opposed to the development of an independent border monitoring
mechanism and haseferred to the National Transparency Authority (NTA) as the body responsible
amongst others for the investigation of pushback allegatidmslanuary 2023he Recording Mechanism,
presented its first Interim Report in January 202#ereten civil society organizationgcorded at least

50 incidents and 58 testimonies of informal forced returns which, according to testimonies of the alleged
victims, occurred between April 2020 and October 2022. The total number of alleged victims in the report
was approxinately 2,157 third country nationals, including asylum seekers and recognized refugees in
Greece.

In February 2023, the government abolished the General Directorate for the Coordination and
Management of Immigration and Internal Affairs Programs and the responsibilities of this body were given
to the Secretary General of Migration Poli@yThis decision was highly criticized by the opposition which
supported that "the abolition of a key Directorate responsible to manage the 2 billion euros of the
European financial fund for the refugee in the period 2@®P7 and the concentration of its
responsibilities directly in one person raises significant concerns.

The General Secretariat for Vulnerable Persons and Institutional Protection was established with the
Presidential Decision 77/2023 (Government Gazette A' 130062023) to which the services of the
Special Secretariat for the Protection of Unaccompanidors of article 39 of the P.D. 106/2020 were
transferred and falls under the responsibilities of the Deputy Minister of Migration and Asylum. The
General Secretariat for Vulnerable Persons and Institutional Protection, as the competent authority for all
the issues regarding thd AMsin the country, has as its strategic objective the planning, implementation,
and supervision of the National Strategy for the protection of unaccompanied minors, as well as other
policies and interventions to ensure the protection of unaccompanied andrsépd children, third
country nationals or stateless persons who are in Greece. Its responsibilities regarding unaccompanied
minors include:

1. Management of accommodation and relocation requests for unaccompanied minors.

2. Conduct and evaluation of hosting facilities and supervised apartments for minors.

120See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/the-fundamentalrights-officer-at-the-ministry-of-migration-and-asylumwas-appointed/
2geeherenu ar nf i pkR [a&E rlwnfyEynmy O6YAANI A2y T2 FPIAND



https://migration.gov.gr/the-fundamental-rights-officer-at-the-ministry-of-migration-and-asylum-was-appointed/
https://migration.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/FEK-2023-Tefxos-A-00043-downloaded-03_03_2023.pdf
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3. Support with regards to social integration of unaccompanied minors.
4. Safeguard of the institutional protection of unaccompanied minors.

The General Secretariat of Vulnerable Citizens and Institutional Protection of the Ministtigraftion

and Asylum started on August 2, 2023, the pilot application of a new Toolkit within the framework of the
"Harmonization, Establishment and Certification of Best Interest Procedures” program, with the aim of
establishing standard tools and harmadniz procedures assessment of the best interests of the chid.
This Toolkit consists difie following:

1) Theoretical and Legal Framework for the Best Interest of the Child,

2) Guidelines and Methodology for the Best Interest Assessment Process,
3) ShortBest Interest Assessment Form with Instructions for its Compleéiod
4) AnalyticalBest Interest Assessment Form with its Instructions.

The "Harmonization, Establishment and Certification of Best Interest Procétiirpsogram has been
implemented since November 2022, in collaboration with the UNHCR and the European Union Agency for
Asylum.

At the national level,te new Immigration Code (L. 5038/2023pat shall enter into force on 01.01.2024

- introduces new processes and requirements for the entry and residence ofEhbmationals in
Greece'?. The residence permits that have been or will be issued until then, on the basis of the current
Immigration Code L. 4251/2014, will remain in force until their expiry date. After their expiration, they
may be renewed within one month, in accordance witle new preconditions set by the L. 5038/2023.
Especially as regards residence permits for work and investment purposes, the key changes introduced by
the New Immigration Code are summarized below:

1. Electronic Submission of Applications for granting and renewing residence permits (via the platform of
the Ministry of Immigration}?®

2. Change of residence permit tygeis now permissible for a neBU national who already legally resides

in Greece, by virtue of a residence permit or national visa, to submit a request to change the residence
permit type they hold, to any residence permit provided in the new ImmigraGaue, unless otherwise
specifically provided.

3. Abolition of the residence permit for executiv8die residence permit provided in L. 4251/2014 BoD
members, shareholders, administrators, legal representatives and executives, is abolished. Instead, a new

N S A s h s~ oom . AW h ' h<s g prohe
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1235ee herehttps://migration.gov.gr/en/ekkinisipilotikis-efarmogistis-neasergaleiothikisdiadikasionveltistoy-symferontos
poy-dimioyrgithike-apo-ti-genikigrammateiaeyalotonpoliton-karthesmikisprostasiastoy-ypoyrgeioymetanasteysi/

124See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/nomothesial-2/kodikasmetanasteysis/

125The applicant receives electronically a certificate of submission, which is valid until the issuance of the decisiontigeanting
residence permit.



https://migration.gov.gr/ekkinisi-pilotikis-efarmogis-tis-neas-ergaleiothikis-diadikasion-veltistoy-symferontos-poy-dimioyrgithike-apo-ti-geniki-grammateia-eyaloton-politon-kai-thesmikis-prostasias-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysi/
https://migration.gov.gr/ekkinisi-pilotikis-efarmogis-tis-neas-ergaleiothikis-diadikasion-veltistoy-symferontos-poy-dimioyrgithike-apo-ti-geniki-grammateia-eyaloton-politon-kai-thesmikis-prostasias-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysi/
https://migration.gov.gr/ekkinisi-pilotikis-efarmogis-tis-neas-ergaleiothikis-diadikasion-veltistoy-symferontos-poy-dimioyrgithike-apo-ti-geniki-grammateia-eyaloton-politon-kai-thesmikis-prostasias-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysi/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/ekkinisi-pilotikis-efarmogis-tis-neas-ergaleiothikis-diadikasion-veltistoy-symferontos-poy-dimioyrgithike-apo-ti-geniki-grammateia-eyaloton-politon-kai-thesmikis-prostasias-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysi/
https://migration.gov.gr/en/ekkinisi-pilotikis-efarmogis-tis-neas-ergaleiothikis-diadikasion-veltistoy-symferontos-poy-dimioyrgithike-apo-ti-geniki-grammateia-eyaloton-politon-kai-thesmikis-prostasias-toy-ypoyrgeioy-metanasteysi/
https://migration.gov.gr/nomothesia-1-2/kodikas-metanasteysis/
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residence permit is introduced, in the investment purposes category. Beneficiaries of the new residence
permit are:

(a) shareholders of a domestic company with a paidapital amount or share value of at least 500,000
(among other conditions), or

(b) BoD members, legal representatives and administrators (without remuneration) of domestic
companies or legal representatives of branches of foreign companies, which have assets or turnover of at
least 4,000,000 euros.

4. Residence permits for investment purposé&sis type of residencpermit is amendedwith regards to

the required amount of investment. The residence permit for investors in real estate (golden visa) remains
in force without new modifications as regards the minimum value of the real estate. However, the
deadline for an advance payment of 10% of the valfithe real estate, for obtaining the residence permit
with a real estate value of 250,000 euros, instead of 500,000 euros (in the areas where itrbasddy,

is extended until 31.07.2023. In any case, the purchase of the real estate must be completed by
31.12.2023.

5. Second generation immigranteotably dildren of migrants born and raised in Greece will be able to
obtain a residence permit for 10 yeafpreviously, the document was issued for 5 y§afé For the
unaccompanied children who become adults, the new Code includes-genresidence permit based

on two conditionsfirst, that they have completed at least three years of schooling in Greece before they
turn 23 and ®cond, that they have been accepted in professional or univelsitgl schools or
institutions 127

Prior to that, Greece signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on migration and mobility with
Bangladesh a first of its kind between Bangladesh and an EU countmhich was ratified by Law

4959/2022 (Government Gazette A' 1445.In 12 December 2022, a Joint Ministerial Decision 716659

OD®D cHTM . Q0 gl a AaadsSR o6& (KS aAyAadaSNARA 2F C2NBA
and Migration and Asylum, providing procedures to implement the MoU. Under the MoU, Grelice wi

create employment for 4,000 new Bangladeshi workers each year by providing them temporary work
permits for five yearsin the seasonal category for the agriculture sect®rAn estimated 15,000
undocumented Bangladeshi migrants are expectedb#nefit of this opportunity, many of them
undocumented workers and asylum seekers in Greece. According to Bangladeshi sources, many

126The previous residence permit for this category required birth in Greece or completion of six years in a school in Greece
before age 23; being a member of a Greek family and living legally in Greece with a Greek parent for five consecutarelyears;
having completed a legal tegear residence in Greece before applying.

127See herehttps://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1207702/parliamerapprovesnew-migration-code/

128See herehttps://www.scribd.com/document/615876929/% CE%9A% CF%8F%81% CF%89% CF%83%CE%B7
%CE%9C%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%B3%CE%BA%CE%BB%CEY%B1%CE%BD%CF% 82 EAHRIN59 2022%CE%31
144-1-24.

129bid.



https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1207702/parliament-approves-new-migration-code/
https://www.scribd.com/document/615876929/%CE%9A%CF%85-%CF%81%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%B3%CE%BA%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B5-%CF%82-%CE%BD-4959-2022-%CE%91-144-1-2
https://www.scribd.com/document/615876929/%CE%9A%CF%85-%CF%81%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%B3%CE%BA%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B5-%CF%82-%CE%BD-4959-2022-%CE%91-144-1-2
https://www.scribd.com/document/615876929/%CE%9A%CF%85-%CF%81%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%9C%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%B3%CE%BA%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B5-%CF%82-%CE%BD-4959-2022-%CE%91-144-1-2
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Bangladeshi agricultural workers in Greece are exploited due to their irregular status, receiving wages less
GKFY (GKS 9dzaNRPLISIFY O2dzy i NBEU®R YAYyAYdzy Y2yaGKfe gt 3S 2

Similarly, ailateral agreement on the employment of 5,000 seasonal farm workers from Egypt in Greece
was signed in Cairo in November 2022The interstate agreemenprovides for the entry and residence

in Greece of workerghat will be employed on a seasonal basis in the agricultural sewitbra duration

of stay of up to nine months per yea®

By order of the Minister of Migration and Asylum, the issuance and renewal of residence pefrtiits
categoriesdinvestment interest and purpose Jbusiness executives Y R & 0 dza A y forcifizeng 6y S N& £
of the Russian Federation are being suspended until further nétiddowever,exceptions applyo the

following categories

a) citizens of the Russian Federation or Belarus who are members of the family of investors of another
nationality;

b) citizens of the Russian Federation or Belarus who are family members of the investor, a citizen of the
Russian Federation or Belarus who have already applied for an extension of their residence permit or have
a valid residence permif*

The new Immigration Code (L. 5038/2023)hat shall enter into force on 01.01.2024introduces new
processes andequirements for the entry and residence of n&t nationals in Greedé® Especially as
regards residence permits for work and investment purposes, the key changes introduced by the New
Immigration Codé?3® For example, e residence permi{provided in L. 4251/2004for BoD nembers,
shareholders, administrators, legal representatives and executives, is abolished. Instead, a new residence
permit is introduced, in the investment purposes categehose teneficiariesfulfill the following criteria:

(a) shareholders of a domestic company with a gai¢apital amount or share value of at least
500,000 (among other condition§)r certain regional unitsor

(b) BoDmembers, legal representatives and administrators (without remuneration) of domestic
companies or legal representatives of branches of foreign companies, which have assets or
turnover of at least 4,000,000 euros.

130See herehttps://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/reqularisatiomorkers-greeceopen-scopebangladeshis
mid-sept3098696

131See https://www.scribd.com/document/615876940/65% CE%9D% CE% 994 6% CE%9C%CE% 94% C E% 3B CHEYOF
132See herehttps://www.ot.gr/2023/01/13/english-edition/land-workersthe-greeceegyptagreementwasratified-by-the-
parliament/

133See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/anastoliekdosisi-ananeosisadeiondiamonisependytikoyskopoygiapolites-tis-rosikis
omospondiasmechrineoteras

134See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/arsianastolisexetasiskarekdosisekkre montaitiseonananeosiskarypovolisaitiseon
ananeosigitlon-diamonispoliton-tis-rosikisomospondiaskattis-leykorosiasdiatireitarmechrineote/

135See herehttps://migration.gov.gr/nomothesial-2/kodikasmetanasteysis/

136The applicant receives electronically a certificate of submission, which is valid until the issuance of the decisiontigeanting
residence permit.



https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/regularisation-workers-greece-open-scope-bangladeshis-mid-sept-3098696
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/regularisation-workers-greece-open-scope-bangladeshis-mid-sept-3098696
https://www.scribd.com/document/615876940/65%CE%9D%CE%9946%CE%9C%CE%94%CE%A8%CE%9F-51%CE%A1
https://www.ot.gr/2023/01/13/english-edition/land-workers-the-greece-egypt-agreement-was-ratified-by-the-parliament/
https://www.ot.gr/2023/01/13/english-edition/land-workers-the-greece-egypt-agreement-was-ratified-by-the-parliament/
https://migration.gov.gr/anastoli-ekdosis-i-ananeosis-adeion-diamonis-ependytikoy-skopoy-gia-polites-tis-rosikis-omospondias-mechri-neoteras
https://migration.gov.gr/anastoli-ekdosis-i-ananeosis-adeion-diamonis-ependytikoy-skopoy-gia-polites-tis-rosikis-omospondias-mechri-neoteras
https://migration.gov.gr/arsi-anastolis-exetasis-kai-ekdosis-ekkremon-aitiseon-ananeosis-kai-ypovolis-aitiseon-ananeosis-titlon-diamonis-politon-tis-rosikis-omospondias-kai-tis-leykorosias-diatireitai-mechri-neote/
https://migration.gov.gr/arsi-anastolis-exetasis-kai-ekdosis-ekkremon-aitiseon-ananeosis-kai-ypovolis-aitiseon-ananeosis-titlon-diamonis-politon-tis-rosikis-omospondias-kai-tis-leykorosias-diatireitai-mechri-neote/
https://migration.gov.gr/nomothesia-1-2/kodikas-metanasteysis/
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However, the deadline for an advance payment of 10% of the value of the real estate, for obtaining the
residence permit with a real estate value of 250,000 euros, instead of 500,000 euros is extended until
31.07.2023 if the purchae of the real estateccurred no later thar81.12.2023.

The Ministry of Migration and Asylum announced that the issue of initial residence permit from 16
November 2022 will be done online through the use of the respective platform. Since March 2023, third
country national could only renew their residence pesninline and not issuing initial oné¥

Citizenship Acquisitions

In 202, a total 0f13,259foreign citizens were granted citizenship by way of naturalizatbtmmpared to
10,604in 2021, 13,873 in 202016,834 in 2019, 28,410 in 2018 and 33,487 in 2017; the segendration
category (those who obtained citizenship because of birth or study in Greece) accountet 78 of
the total. There is a slight increase compared to 2021, when the segenédration category accounted
for the 48.60% of those neutralized. The percentage was this categon6®#asin 2020 much higher
compared to both 2021 and 2022 (Table.31)

In terms of country of origin, the largest group to successfully apply for Greek citizenship have been
Albanian citizeng9,807) In2022, 70.38% of Greek cethnics, 63.75%o0f foreigners and87.0®%6 of
secondgeneration applicants granted citizenship were Albanian nationale.s@ime trend wasn 2020

and 2021, when Albanians also dominated all the categdffes.

In 2021, citizenship acquisitions fell by over 50% in every individual category in comparison to 2018 (Table
29). According to the General Secretariat for Citizenship, this was mainly due to the transfer of citizenship
services after 1/1/2019 from Decentralized Administrations to the Ministry of Interior, as well as to the
parliamentary elections of July 2019.

The downward trend continued in 2020, with a 17.6% decrease compared to'2048d in the 2021,
when numbers were down almost 16% compared to 2020. According to the General Secretariat for
Citizenship, this was due to Co\il, which impacted negatively on citizenship services.

137Seehere:N/\h’v' ''< B8 € YA C A h "B, A 4 " h A h~, v ¢n .
NHPMKHAMN ¢ he i " ®1L @ mackHnant migraflongovgn) Y ¥ 7 r ¥ _h ARC LI
138022 Statistics, Ministry of Interior, Special Secretariat for Citizenship, availablgpat//www.ypes.gr/wp-
content/uploads/2023/07/202307 25 tatistikaStoixeia2022.pdf

139020 Statistics, Ministry of Interior, Special Secretariat for Citizenship, availabigpat!//www.ypes.gr/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/20210709 StatistikaStoixeia2020.pdf



https://migration.gov.gr/enarxi-ilektronikon-aitiseon-gia-tin-archiki-chorigisi-adeion-diamonis-symfona-me-tis-diataxeis-toy-n-4251-2014-kai-toy-p-d-106-2007/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=enarxi-ilektronikon-aitiseon-gia-tin-archiki-chorigisi-adeion-diamonis-symfona-me-tis-diataxeis-toy-n-4251-2014-kai-toy-p-d-106-2007
https://migration.gov.gr/enarxi-ilektronikon-aitiseon-gia-tin-archiki-chorigisi-adeion-diamonis-symfona-me-tis-diataxeis-toy-n-4251-2014-kai-toy-p-d-106-2007/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=enarxi-ilektronikon-aitiseon-gia-tin-archiki-chorigisi-adeion-diamonis-symfona-me-tis-diataxeis-toy-n-4251-2014-kai-toy-p-d-106-2007
https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/20230725-StatistikaStoixeia2022.pdf
https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/20230725-StatistikaStoixeia2022.pdf
https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/20210709_StatistikaStoixeia2020.pdf
https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/20210709_StatistikaStoixeia2020.pdf
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Table31: Acquisition of Greek Citizenship by category (262022)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Naturalizations 13,495 22,574 15,791 8,563 7,476 3,726 2,937 1,117 1.463 1,198 1,158
of co-ethnics

Naturalizations 1,149 1,866 2,019 1,487 3,624 3,486 2530 1,882 1.817 2,843 3,150
of other

nationalities

Birth or study 5,543 529 0,000 0,305 19,367 25,528 21,559 12,868 9.099 5,154 6,867
in Greece

Other 0,928 1,917 2,029 1529 1,183 0,978 0,883 0,382 876 623 723
provisions

Underage 0,622 3,337 1,990 2,294 1,837 1,096 0,501 0,585 547 77 1,136
children of

naturalized

adults

(parents)

Coethnics - - - - - 13 190 100 71 9 225
from countries

of the former

Soviet Union

Total 21,737 30,223 21,829 14,178 33,487 34,814 28410 16,834 13.873 10,604 13.259
Source:Ministry of Interior, Special Secretariat for Citizenship, Statistics2922

Law 4915/2022, which was passed on March 22, 2022, included some amendments concerning the
acquisition of the Greek citizenships (articles3). More specifically, these articles include amendments
regarding the suspension and rejection of applicatiomsthfie acquisition of the Greek citizenship in case

of criminal obstacle$?' The above amendments were incorporated into the Greek Citizenship Etale,
applicable after the changes of Law 4735/2020. Meanwhile, Decision no. 738/07.01.2022 determines the
procedure of conducting the oral interview, which is one of the requirements for the acquisition of the
Greek citizenship?

Racism and Xenophobia
According to the 2022 Annual RepHftpublished by the Racist Violence Recording Network (RWRN
key trends are the following:

1 Existence of racism against refugees/migrants and LGBTQI+ individuals in the context of
managing their daily lives (i.e. incidents of racist violence and/or racist behaviors during
the daily activities of the victims, e.g. in public transportation, innie@hbourhood etc.
These incidents are usually of low intensity and their perpetrators are individuals.)

14020122021 Statistics, Ministry of Interior, Special Secretariat for Citizenship, availablgpat//www.ypes.gr/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/2022072{tatsCategory20122021. pdf

141See herehttps://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/01 FER022TefxosA-00063.pdf

142See herehttps://www.kodiko.gr/nomothesia/document/166497/nomo8284 2004

143See herehttps://g2red.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/738.07.01.2022.pdf

144Racist Violence Recording Netwe®022 Annual ReportR.S.A. (rsaegean.org)



https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/20230725-Stats-Category-2013-2022.pdf
https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/20220720-Stats-Category-2012-2021.pdf
https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/20220720-Stats-Category-2012-2021.pdf
https://www.ypes.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/01_FEK-2022-Tefxos-A-00063.pdf
https://www.kodiko.gr/nomothesia/document/166497/nomos-3284-2004
https://g2red.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/738.07.01.2022-1.pdf
https://rsaegean.org/en/rvrn-annual-report-202/
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1 Occurrence of incidents of organized racist violeradéhough to a limited extent, against
refugees/migrants and LGBTQI+ individuals.

1 Targeting of human rights defenders, within Greek territory, especially those operating at
the borders.

l'a KAIKEAIKGEGSR o0& ({Hu8an rights defel®iérd gromoting landipdtekling teNdghis

of migrants, asylunrseekers and refugees, including human rights lawyers, humanitarian workers,
volunteers and journalists, have been subjected to smear campaigns, a changing regulatory environment
GKNBFGa yR FdaGFrOl1a FYR GKS YAadaAS 2% ONARYAYLE f1l ¢

The years 2012022 witnessed a significant increase in the number of reports and testimonies relating

to irregular forced returns (pusbh 01 a0 2 O0O0dzNNAYy3I |G DNBSOSQa aSlk |yt
racist trends and behaviour4® Humanrights groups have claimed that Greek authorities routinely round

up and expel migrants without permitting them to complete asylum requests, often in an indiscriminate

and violent way, and there is mounting evidence gathered by migrants and repotteback these

accusations up. Greek authorities have also been accused of pushing back migrants in flimsy dinghies in

the Aegean Sea, sometimes disabling the engines and leaving the migrants to drift back into Turkish
waters. This crisis, together withsimilar standoff between Greece and Turkey last year in which asylum

seekers found themselves caught in the middle, has laid bare a growing gulf between the treatment
European laws and norms require asylum seekers to receive and the reality on the ground.

The Human Rights Watch 2022 Reptiri dzY dzLJ G KS a A G dz G A &rfeceihgsts ig& SOS |
numbers of asylum seekers while failing to protect their rights, including by pushing new arrivals back to
Turkey. Migrant children face homelessness and lack of access to adequate healthcare and education.
Victims of hate crimes are radtant to report attacks to the police. Authorities failed to address rising
violence against women and instituted measures that could heighten risks for some domestic violence
survivors. Curbs on civil society groups assisting migrants and interferehdedependent media raised

concerns about the state of rule of law in the courtry

In August 202D NBESOSQa {dzZANBYS [/ 2daNI AYyGSNBSYSR Ayidz2 GKS
theNorth9 I 8 G SNY LI NI 2F GKS -ORHEHONBYSRTAERSENRYSE: Y2 NBS44
migrants148 The Supreme Court requested the Public Processor in Athens responsible for racism, human
trafficking and mistreatment of nationals or foreigners to investigate to investigate into what it terms an
dalarming phenomena of violenéé 31 Ay aid AYYAINr ydGa FyRMRyOAGSYSyd O

145A1DA Report 2022, page 19, available héts://asylumineurope.org/wpcontent/uploads/2023/06/AIDAGR 2022

Update.pdf

146E U. Interpreter Says Greece Expelled Him to Turkey in Migrant Roundup, The New York Times, December 2021, available at:
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/01/world/europe/greecemigrantsinterpreter-

expelled.html?campaign id=51&emc=edit mbe 20211201&instance id=46649&n|=mdmmarimg%3Aeurope

edition&regi id=73352426&segment id=75736&te=1&user id=568e73d5bb8afl698f2f kf628hH

147\\orld Report 2022: Greece | Human Rights Watch (hrw.org)

148S5ypreme Court investigates alarming "racist” incidents in NE Greece (keeptalkinggreece.com)

YWph2 JdzyEdsS Y2 (1 YABSAYQ [ APGATALY YAtAGALFIEA WKAdzyGAY3IQ ISAINI YA
English (elpais.com)



https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AIDA-GR_2022-Update.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/01/world/europe/greece-migrants-interpreter-expelled.html?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_mbe_20211201&instance_id=46649&nl=morning-briefing%3A-europe-edition&regi_id=73352426&segment_id=75736&te=1&user_id=568e73d5bb8af1698f2f1d926f5f698a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/01/world/europe/greece-migrants-interpreter-expelled.html?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_mbe_20211201&instance_id=46649&nl=morning-briefing%3A-europe-edition&regi_id=73352426&segment_id=75736&te=1&user_id=568e73d5bb8af1698f2f1d926f5f698a
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/01/world/europe/greece-migrants-interpreter-expelled.html?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_mbe_20211201&instance_id=46649&nl=morning-briefing%3A-europe-edition&regi_id=73352426&segment_id=75736&te=1&user_id=568e73d5bb8af1698f2f1d926f5f698a
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/greece
https://www.keeptalkinggreece.com/2023/08/29/supreme-court-investigates-alarming-racist-incidents-in-ne-greece/
https://english.elpais.com/international/2023-08-24/no-guns-no-knives-civilian-militias-hunting-migrants-on-greek-border-amid-devastating-wildfires.html
https://english.elpais.com/international/2023-08-24/no-guns-no-knives-civilian-militias-hunting-migrants-on-greek-border-amid-devastating-wildfires.html
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8. Concluding remarks

This report offers an overview of the most recent trends and developments in international migration
flows and policies in Greece. It contains data and policy information pertaining to the whole 28202

the first nine months of 202 which are deemed useful for identifying emerging trends. This report also
discusses the characteristics of the immigrant population in Greece, its size and manuamcigraphic
features, as well as its participation in the labour market. Special attensi paid to the current situation

as regards the flows and stock of asylum seekers and irregular migrants through Terkedh sea and

land borders in 202-2023. The report outlines the main developments in migration and asylum policy in
2022-2023 and the challenges facing the country with regard to the governance of migration and
integration policies. Special attention is paid to the reception and accommodation of Ukrainians in Greece
in 20222023

During the period of referenceGreece experienced significant developments in migration. The country
continued to grapple with managing refugee and migrant flows, particularly from neighboring regions
affected by conflict and instability. Efforts were made to improve reception and riatem policies, but
criticism persisted regarding asylum procedures and conditions in migrant camps. There were notable
shifts in migration patterns, with increased attempts atirregular migration via land and sea ra#dmngd

to heightened security concerns. In 2023, the country continued efforts to manage migration, focusing on
enhancing asylum procedures, decongesting overcrowded camps, and advocating for a balanced EU
approach to migration policies. Despite these ef§p Greece faced criticism over alleged violations of
migrants' rights, underscoring the ongoing challengemigration management.



