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The crisis in Kosovo will return in a more severe way, following the end of the “truce”, as will the political crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which was granted an “extension” of some weeks. The pro-European North Macedonia feels “betrayed”, following the adoption of the French proposal for a compromise with Bulgaria, while its reformist government is not expected to survive in the next general elections. Recurrent crises across the region. Despite promises for an “awakening”, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the EU and the US are “sleepwalking” towards a geopolitical failure in the Balkans. We observe lack of new ideas needed for a rejuvenation of the European accession process; a constant postponement of painful but necessary decisions; the strengthening of Balkan leaders of dubious democratic credentials; an increase of nationalism everywhere.  Never was the region farther away from its Europeanisation and closer to entering an irreversible period of geopolitical uncertainty, political instability and socio-economic crisis. 

