FULL TEXT: 
"President Biden's words 'We also reaffirmed our commitment to completing the work of integrating the Western Balkans into the European institutions...', is a welcome statement; it was delivered unprompted in a top meeting that was focused on Ukraine and European security, and not the Western Balkans per se. It has it's value, but we cannot, we should not, read too much into it, simply because mere verbal expressions of support for the region will not anymore suffice. 
For both the Americans and key Europeans, for some time now, the problem has not been saying the right words, striking the right tone, when it comes to the Western Balkans. The main problem has been that they do not back their words up with the adequate policy measures, new ideas and bold initiatives that will ensure that the region returns to the path of stability, democracy and full integration in Western institutions. Effective policy interventions are desperately needed in Bosnia, in Kosovo-Serbia relations, when it comes to the European integration of Albania and North Macedonia, and on a number of other policy fronts.     
 What complicates things when it comes to European integration specifically is that we see on the question of enlargement the same intra-EU division that we observe also on the question of Ukraine and the responses to Russia's aggressiveness. Central European states, agreeing with Washington, want a tougher policy towards Moscow and a resolute bolstering of their security. Key Western European countries on the other hand reject the more hawkish views and hope that Russia will step back from the abyss of an invasion against Ukraine and agree to cooperate with the West. Similarly, we observe that Central Europeans recognise the importance of continuing the European integration of the Western Balkans at full steam, while key Western European nations seem reluctant to revitalise the accession hopes of the small Balkan nations. But, as it has become clear to North Macedonia since the signing of the Prespa Agreement, the Western Balkans need powerful political will and specific action on the part of all EU member states, including key Western Europeans, for their EU accession hopes to realise.          
An optimist would pin her hopes on the Ukraine crisis becoming a wake-up call for the Western powers also in the Western Balkans. But, for now, there is no indication that anything has changed in the familiar Western pattern of policy. Unless we see clear signs of such policy change we may continue to hope, but we cannot be overly optimistic about the overall situation in the Western Balkans, nor about the health of its European perspective."

