“The Greek government is reluctant to be seen to be actively doing things for the implementation of the agreement,” said Ioannis Armakolas, Fellow at the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna and Senior Fellow at the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, ELIAMEP. “Even the name ‘North Macedonia’ is still not fully used by many politicians, including some government ministers.”

Armakolas told BIRN that Athens would be well advised to support the current government in North Macedonia led by Social Democrat Zoran Zaev.

“The opposition in North Macedonia still plays the nationalist card and popular opposition to the agreement may strengthen as political frustrations over EU accession and the failure of reforms grow,” he said.

“In that respect, the leadership of Zaev is a positive force to be supported. The inability of Greece to intensify relations and help the government in North Macedonia prevents it from playing a more influential regional role.” “The opposition in North Macedonia still plays the nationalist card and popular opposition to the agreement may strengthen as political frustrations over EU accession and the failure of reforms grow,” he said. “In that respect, the leadership of Zaev is a positive force to be supported. The inability of Greece to intensify relations and help the government in North Macedonia prevents it from playing a more influential regional role.”

Parallel opinions polls, to be published next week by ELIAMEP in Athens, the Institute for Democracy ‘Societas Civilis’ in Skopje and the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, show that the Prespa Agreement remains a sensitive issue for people on both sides of the border, but some are taking an increasingly pragmatic approach and overall opposition – though still significant – is weakening.
