The priority is to start exploratory contacts with Turkey, say Dora Bakoyannis, George Papandreou, George Katrougalos and Christos Rozakis.  The question at the event was whether we are interested in The Hague. All four speakers agreed that what is important right now is to start exploratory contacts with Turkey; or rather to continue with the acquis reached by both countries in 2004 which, among other things, specified a selective extension of our territorial sea to 12 miles in most areas and progressively scalable in others.
LOUKAS TSOUKALIS PRESIDENT ELIAMEP

  The President of ELIAMEP Loukas Tsoukalis, who co-ordinated the discussion, noted that the most significant benefit of the event was the agreement of the country's three largest parties in the need to continue dialogue with Turkey. Not an abstract dialogue, but exploratory contacts with The Hague. Not in spite of the tension between the two countries, but precisely because of this tension.
DORA BAKOYANNIS
Much has changed of course since then and most notably Erdogan has changed but he never lost his realism, said former Foreign Minister Dora Bakoyannis at the ELIAMEP event, which took place at the Athens Conservatory the day before yesterday. Things will not improve if Erdogan steps down. After all, the opposition is 100 times worse. Helsinki no longer exists. Turkey has spread a lot of grudges that it cannot bear politically, economically or militarily. So it is in their interest to resolve these issues. As it is in our benefit. It would undoubtedly help resolve the Cyprus question, for which there would be a five-month window of opportunity if Akinci wins the Turkish Cypriot elections.
CHRISTOS ROZAKIS  

But what will this process look like? We have to declare EEZ first. This is nothing more than a letter of intent, replied former Deputy Foreign Minister Professor Christos Rozakis, an expert on the subject. And we should return to talks immediately, time works in the interest of the Turks. Greece's position is, of course, that we are discussing only the shelf and the EEZ. But for the International Court of Justice to determine the shelf starting from where the coastline ends, it must know the boundary of that zone. If all this becomes impossible, Christos Rozakis proposes bringing the issue to The Hague with Libya as the sole litigant. That is to say, in no case should we dispense with the weapon of international law.
GIORGOS PAPANDREOU 

Former Prime Minister George Papandreou has agreed that the route has many stages and that recourse to The Hague is one of the tools of our foreign policy, which could prove to our advantage if we take the initiative. He added that he himself has never feared talks with Turkey, not even after the crisis with Ocalan. 

GIORGOS KATROUGALOS

Former Foreign Minister George Katrougalos noted in a videotaped message that it is possible for Turkey to accept a solution not based on a correlation of power. But only on one condition. If our neighbor understands that continuing to act in a manner contrary to international law could exclude Turkey from the energy equation of the eastern Mediterranean.

