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Is the International Strategy for the Western Balkans in Trouble? :

 Addressing the socio-political obstacles to the Western Balkan NATO and EU Accession

Programme

Electra Palace Hotel, Thessaloniki, 16-17 December 2011
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	The conference is sponsored by the NATO Public Diplomacy Division


Friday 16 December 2011
Arrival of participants – Hotel check in 

(Electra Palace hotel www.electrahotels.gr/electra-palace-hotel-thessaloniki/the-hotel)
18.00-18.30 Opening Remarks 
Ioannis Armakolas (Dr.), Lecturer, University of Macedonia; Stavros Costopoulos Research Fellow, ELIAMEP, Athens ; 
Dimitris Keridis (Dr.), Director Navarino Network, Thessaloniki
Welcome Address
Boutaris Yannis (Mr.), Mayor of Thessaloniki (tbc)
18.30-20:00
European and Euro-Atlantic integrations: What can they offer today? Is the enlargement strategy at risk?

Lessons learned from previous enlargements of NATO and the EU; How does the Western Balkan region fit into EU’s and NATO’s enlargement process? What are the stakes? – The security, economic and political dimension. The effects of the public debt crisis; Can the West to meet up its promise for bringing in the Western Balkans; What can be done to enhance the region’s chances for a swift integration?

Chair: Theodore Couloumbis (Prof.), Vice President, ELIAMEP, Athens
Nida Gelazis (Ms.), Woodrow Wilson International Institute for Scholars, Washington DC
Tim Judah (Mr.), Journalist, Economist, London (tbc)
Barbora Maronkova (Ms.), Information Officer for Western Balkans, Public Diplomacy Division, NATO

Axel Sotiris Wallden (Dr.), DG Enlargement, Enlargement Strategy, European Commission, Brussels
20:30
Welcome Dinner at the Roof Garden of the Electra Palace Hotel hosted by Navarino Network
Saturday 17 December 2011
09.00-11.00
Domestic problems in Western Balkan countries hampering their Euro-Atlantic integration. Difficulties and challenges ahead

Lack of elite motivation as an obstacle to Euro-Atlantic integration; Ethnic Tensions; Economic stagnation; Political deadlocks

Chair: tba
Srecko Latal (Mr.), Senior Fellow, International Crisis Group, Sarajevo
Arian Starova (Dr.), Deputy Minister of Defense & President, Atlantic Council of Albania, Tirana
Stevo Pendarovski (Dr.), Assistant Professor, School of Political Science, University American College, Skopje
11:00-11:30
Coffee break
12:00-14:00
Intra-state pillars of reform: the state of play

Public administration, independent state institutions, media, civil society; Corruption and vested interests; Conflicting trends within society
Chair:  Michael Weichert (Mr.), Director, Friedrich-Ebert Foundation, 

Tirana
Maja Bobic (Ms.), Secretary General, European Movement in Serbia, Belgrade

Despoina Syrri (Ms.), Navarino Network, Thessaloniki
Venera Hajrullahu (Ms.), Executive Director, Kosovo Civil Society Foundation, Pristina

14:00-15:30
Lunch break

15:30–17:00
Is European and Euro-Atlantic integration a political elite project? How
to strengthen popular support for EU and NATO accession?

Chair:  Ioannis Armakolas, (Dr.), Lecturer, University of Macedonia; Stavros Costopoulos Research Fellow, ELIAMEP, Athens 
Bender Kristof (Mr.), Deputy Chairman, European Stability Initiative, Vienna

Harris Mylonas (Dr.), Assistant Professor, George Washington University, Academy Scholar, Harvard Academy of International and Area Studies, Washington
Alex Rondos (Mr.), Expert on the Balkans, Athens (tbc)
Lidija Topic (Ms.), Regional Cooperation Council, Liaison Office, Brussels
Axel Sotiris Wallden (Dr.), DG Enlargement, Enlargement Strategy, European Commission, Brussels

17.00-17.30
Concluding remarks

Ioannis Armakolas (Dr.), Lecturer, University of Macedonia, Stravros Costopoulos Research Fellow, ELIAMEP, Athens
Dimitris Keridis (Dr.), Associate Professor, University of Macedonia, Director Navarino Network, Thessaloniki
20:00

Farewell Dinner
