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ABSTRACT 

This paper positions energy as a critical component of international relations as it has been 

both a driving force for cooperation between nations as well as a source of conflict and war. It 

provides an overview of energy resources and trends in the Eastern Mediterranean, debating 

the influence of the tensions on the exploitation of gas, the role of EU and Turkey and the 

possibilities for regional cooperation. The paper finds that the quantity of Eastern 

Mediterranean offshore gas, the evolution of natural gas prices, Turkey-Israel political 

relationship, Turkey-Egypt bilateral ties, Cyprus-Egypt-Israel cooperation and the growth 

performance of the Turkish economy are main energy drivers that will steer EU-Turkey 

relations either towards conflict, converge or cooperation. The question of whether energy 

resources and trends will create an inter-regional dynamic favoring peace and cooperation or 

prove as destabilizing factors is essential to understand the emerging regional political 

environment. At the same time, the assessment of how energy dynamics affects the intra-

regional order needs to take into consideration the current state of affairs marked by ongoing 

geopolitical disputes, including the Cyprus issue, and distressed bilateral relations, as is the 

case between Turkey and Israel and Turkey and Greece. The authors argue that better inter-

state coordination will decrease the costs in exploration and exploitation activities, which none 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŀǊ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  

ÖZET  

Bu œŀƭƤǒƳŀ enerji konusunu, hem ǳƭǳǎƭŀǊŀǊŀǎƤ ƛǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛƴƛƴ ōƛǊ ŀǊŀŎƤΣ ƘŜƳ ŘŜ œŀǘƤǒƳŀ ve ǎŀǾŀǒƤƴ 

bir ƪŀȅƴŀƐƤ ƻƭƳŀǎƤ ǎŜōŜōƛȅƭŜΣ ǳƭǳǎƭŀǊŀǊŀǎƤ ƛƭƛǒƪƛƭŜǊƛƴ kritik ōƛǊ ōƛƭŜǒŜƴƛ ƻƭŀǊŀƪ 

ƪƻƴǳƳƭŀƴŘƤǊƳŀƪǘŀŘƤǊΦ 5ƻƐǳ !ƪŘŜƴƛȊϥŘŜ enerji ƪŀȅƴŀƪƭŀǊƤƴŀ ǾŜ ōǳƴŀ ƛƭƛǒƪƛƴ ŜƐƛƭƛƳƭŜǊŜ genel bir 

ōŀƪƤǒ ǎǳƴŀǊŀƪΣ ƎŀȊƤƴ ƛǒƭŜǘƛƭƳŜǎƛ ǸȊŜǊƛƴŘŜƪƛ ƎŜǊƛƭƛƳƭŜǊƛƴ ŜǘƪƛǎƛƴƛΣ !. ǾŜ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜϥƴƛƴ ǊƻƭǸƴǸ ǾŜ 

bölgesel ƛǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛ ƻƭŀƴŀƪƭŀǊƤƴƤ ǘŀǊǘƤǒƳŀƪǘŀŘƤǊΦ wŀǇƻǊΣ 5ƻƐǳ !ƪŘŜƴƛȊϥƛƴ ŘƻƐŀƭƎŀȊ ƳƛƪǘŀǊƤƴƤƴ, ŘƻƐŀƭ 

gaz ŦƛȅŀǘƭŀǊƤƴŘŀƪƛ ŘŜƐƛǒƳŜƭŜǊƛƴΣ Türkiye-TǎǊŀƛƭ siyasi ƛƭƛǒƪƛƭerinin, Türkiye-aƤǎƤǊ ƛƪƛƭƛ ƛƭƛǒƪƛƭŜǊƛƴƛƴΣ 

YƤōǊƤǎ-aƤǎƤǊ-TǎǊŀƛƭ ƛǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛƴƛƴ ǾŜ Türkiye ekonomisinin büyüme ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴǎƤƴƤƴ, enerji konusunun 

AB-Türkiye ƛƭƛǒƪƛƭŜǊƛƴƛ œŀǘƤǒƳŀ, ȅŀƪƤƴǎŀƳŀ veya ƛǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛ yönünde yönlendirecek ana 

ŘƛƴŀƳƛƪƭŜǊƛƴƛ ƻƭǳǒǘǳǊŘǳƐǳƴǳ ƛƭŜǊi sürmektedirΦ 9ƴŜǊƧƛ ƪŀȅƴŀƪƭŀǊƤƴƤƴ ǾŜ ǘǊŜƴŘƭŜǊƛƴ ƻƭǳǒǘǳǊŘǳƐǳ 

ōǀƭƎŜƭŜǊ ŀǊŀǎƤ ŘƛƴŀƳƛƐƛƴ ōŀǊƤǒ ve ƛǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛƴƛ destekleyici veya bölgeyi ƛǎǘƛƪǊŀǊǎƤȊƭŀǒǘƤǊƤŎƤ bir etken 

olarak ortaya œƤƪƤǇ œƤƪƳŀȅŀŎŀƐƤ sorusu, mevcut bölgesel siyasi ƻǊǘŀƳƤ ŀƴƭŀƳŀƪ ƛœƛƴ ǒŀǊǘǘƤǊΦ 

.ǳƴǳƴ ȅŀƴƤ ǎƤǊŀΣ ŜƴŜǊƧƛ ŘƛƴŀƳƛƐƛƴƛƴ bölge-içi düzeni ƴŀǎƤƭ ŜǘƪƛƭŜŘƛƐƛ ŘŜƐŜǊƭŜƴŘƛǊƛƭƛǊƪŜƴΣ YƤōǊƤǎ 

meselesi gibi jeopolitik ihtilaflar ile Türkiye-TǎǊŀƛƭ ǾŜ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ-¸ǳƴŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ Ǝƛōƛ ƎŜǊƛƭƛƳƭƛ ƛƪƛƭƛ ƛƭƛǒƪƛƭŜǊ 

ŘŜ ƳŜǾŎǳǘ ŘǳǊǳƳ ƪŀǇǎŀƳƤƴŘŀ ŘƛƪƪŀǘŜ ŀƭƤƴƳŀƭƤŘƤǊ. TüǊƪƛȅŜ ǾŜ TǎǊŀŜƭΣ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ ǾŜ ¸ǳƴŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ 

Yazarlar, daha verimli bir ŘŜǾƭŜǘƭŜǊŀǊŀǎƤ ƛǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛƴƛƴΣ ōǀƭƎŜŘŜƪƛ ƘƛœōƛǊ ǸƭƪŜƴƛƴ ǘŜƪ ōŀǒƤƴŀ ŀƭǘƤƴŘŀƴ 

ƪŀƭƪŀƳŀȅŀŎŀƐƤ ŜƴŜǊƧƛ ƪŀȅƴŀƐƤ ŀǊŀǒǘƤǊƳŀ ǾŜ ƛǒƭŜǘƳŜ ŦŀŀƭƛȅŜǘƭŜǊƛƴƛƴ ƳŀƭƛȅŜǘƭŜǊƛƴƛ ŀȊŀƭǘŀŎŀƐƤƴƤ 

ǎŀǾǳƴƳŀƪǘŀŘƤǊΦ  
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1. Introduction  

Energy has always been a critical component of international relations. The study of this subject 

is replete with examples in which energy has been a driving force for cooperation between 

nations. The establishment of Euratom (the European Atomic Energy Community) as the maiden 

institution for nurturing post-war cooperation in Europe is a case in point. But energy has also 

been a source of conflict and war. The quest for access to energy resources has historically been 

a driver of inter-state conflict. The relationship between energy and inter-state relations has 

become a topical issue in the eastern Mediterranean (East Med) with the discovery of offshore 

natural gas there. Therefore, the question of whether these resources will create an 

interregional dynamic favouring peace and cooperation or whether they will, on the contrary, be 

a destabilizing factor will be critical in understanding the emerging regional political 

environment. 

Any assessment of how energy dynamics will affect the interregional order will at the same time 

need to take into consideration the current state of affairs, which is marked by ongoing 

geopolitical disputes, as in the Cyprus issue; conflicts, as in the case of Syria; and distressed 

bilateral relations, as is the case between Turkey and Israel and Turkey and Greece. Yet, regional 

collaboration is the key to the development of East Med. Improved inter-state coordination will 

decrease the costs of exploration and exploitation activities, which none ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

countries can bear alone. 

This paper will provide an overview of resources and trends in the region, debating the influence 

of tensions surrounding the exploitation of gas, the role of the European Union (EU) and Turkey 

and the possibilities for regional cooperation. 

2. The Hydrocarbon Potential of the East Med Region  

In an oft-quoted March 2010 study, the US Geological Survey (USCG) reported that the Eastern 

Mediterranean Levant Basin was hosting a mean probable 3.5 trillion cubic metres (tcm) of 

natural gas and 1.7 billion barrels of oil (USCG, 2010). According to experts quoted at a 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ tŜŀŎŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ hǎƭƻΩǎ όtwLhΩǎύ /ȅǇǊǳǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Cyprus 

MailΣ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ нлмтΣ ΨƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ оллл bcm gas has been discovereŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ aŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƻǊ ǘǊŜōƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΩ όнлмтύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ 

that Eni S.p.A., an Italian company with stakes in offshore fields around the island of Cyprus1 and 

ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘΣ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ΨŀŦǘŜr supplying regional markets, potentially there may be 40-50 

ōŎƳκȅŜŀǊ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ Ǝŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ aŜŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇƻǊǘΩΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ 

in the region is barely 1.5 percent of global gas resources, they are still important within the 

                                                        
1 The island of Cyprus is divided between the Republic of Cyprus (RoC, or simply Cyprus), Member of the 
European Union and recognized by the international community and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC), self-proclaimed in 1983 and not recognized by the international community with the exception of 
Turkey. 
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bilateral and regional context. The said resources also have possible implications at the global 

level, given the proximity of this resource base to the European Union (EU), globally the third 

largest gas consumer (12.1 percent of global consumption) and with no significant gas resources 

of its own (BP Statistical Review of World Energy, 2017: 28ς9). 

Contrary to the overemphasis placed on Israeli and Cypriot gas discoveries, the Eastern Med is 

not a new hydrocarbon-producing area. Years before the Tamar disŎƻǾŜǊȅ όнллуύ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), the first in a stream of successful exploration wells, Egypt was 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Ǝŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƘƻƭŘŜǊΦ Lƴ мффлΣ 9ƎȅǇǘ 

controlled 0.4 tcm of natural-gas reserves ς ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ōŀǎƛǎΦ Lƴ нллл 

ς at the time that Israel made its first commercial discovery in the now-extinct Mari B field, 

estimated to contain 0.028 tcm ς Egypt already controlled 1.4 tcm. In 2010 ς by the time Israel 

had completed its stream of discoveries, including Tamar (0.318 tcm) and Leviathan (0.5 tcm) ς 

Egypt still controlled 2.2 tcm. One year before the revolution that overthrew President Hosni 

Mubarak, Egypt was producing 61.3 billion cubic metres a year (bcm/y) and was exporting 

around 15 bcm/y, of which approximately one third was exported to Europe in the form of 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).2 

9ǾŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘǎ ΨǎǳǇŜǊ-ƎƛŀƴǘΩ ½ƻƘǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ όлΦуп ǘŎƳύ ƛƴ нлмрΣ 9ƎȅǇǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ 

epicentre of the eastern Mediterranean in terms of reverses. Between 2010 and 2015, despite a 

period of unprecedented political turmoil and very low domestic gas prices, Egyptian gas 

reserves in the offshore Nile Delta kept expanding thanks to the discovery of the Atoll and 

²ɾ5² ό²Ŝǎt Med Deep Water) discoveries, which were estimated to contain 0.14ς0.196 tcm 

and 0.14 tcm respectively. In less than two years, between 2014 and 2015, Egypt ς as a result of 

the Zohr, Atoll and WMDW discoveries ς added to its proven reserves basis more than the 

combined discoveries of both Cyprus (0.125 bcm) and Israel (0.894 bcm). More importantly, 

there are still many areas of the currently delimitated Egyptian EEZ that have yet to be explored 

ς especially in the deep-offshore areas that lie adjacent to the Cypriot EEZ. 

The political and economic crisis that Egypt has been going through since 2011 has not allowed 

Cairo to utilize its expanding reserve basis to re-ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜǊΣ 

although it is likely that Egypt will once again become a marginal net exporter by the early 

2020s.3 Its first task, though, is to eliminate its current net import dependency by the end of this 

decade by pushing forward with the monetization of the Atoll, WMDW and Zohr fields. Egypt is 

on schedule to achieve this goal by also expanding the use of natural gas as its principal 

feedstock for electricity generation.4 The country is already using more natural gas than oil in its 

primary-energy mix, and this trend is set to expand as the government reduces energy subsidies 

                                                        
2 BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2011, (London: June 2011), data are for 2010, p.20 (reserves), p.22 
(production) and (exports) p.29. 
3 ά9ƎȅǇǘΥ Bid to become a regional energy ƘǳōέΣ BNP Paris Bank, Economic Research Division, (May 2017), 
pp.23-26. 
4 ά9ƎȅǇǘ sets sights on doubling natural gas output by нлнлέΣ Reuters, 17/07/2017 & Ahmed Ismail, ά/ǳǘǘƛƴƎ 
Back on Imported DŀǎέΣ Al-Ahram Weekly, 24/05/2017. 
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and progressively deregulates its domestic gas market, allowing for more competition.5 Part of 

ƛǘǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ-gas hub through the construction of additional 

connecting infrastructure with Cyprus and Israel, centred around the export of gas from 

Aphrodite and Leviathan Phase 2 fields to its two idle LNG liquefaction plants in Idku and 

Damietta. 

If the impact of gas discoveries in 2014ς15 was important in helping Egypt to overcome its 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳŀǊ ŀƴŘ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

economy and energy security. They not only significantly reduced its electricity costs, they also 

ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ Řƻmestic energy resources for the first time 

in its history. In 2011, before Egypt shut down its exports to Israel through the El ArishςAshkelon 

pipeline, Tel Aviv produced less than 10 percent of its own energy consumption. In 2016, Israel 

produced 33 percent of its energy needs and covered100 percent of its expanding natural-gas 

demand. Gas consumption almost quadrupled between 2012 (2.6 bcm) and 2016 (9.7 bcm),6 and 

is expected to expand by more than 2.5 times to 24.8 bcm by 2040 fuelled ς primarily from the 

use of natural gas in electricity. In 2015, Israel used natural gas to generate 50 percent of its 

electricity production, a share expected to rise to 75 percent by 2030. Electricity is, and will 

remain, the primary factor driving natural-gas demand in the country.7 The unprecedented level 

of energy self-sufficiency that these gas discoveries8 gave Tel Aviv have induced the Israeli 

Government to direct the majority of these reserves to its domestic energy market. In June 

2013, Israel decided to reserve for domestic consumption 60 percent of its proven reserves 

while directing the remaining 40 percent to regional and international markets. Such a strategy 

proved to be challenging, especially when it came to exports, for two reasons. First, the absence 

of inǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 99½ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ 

infrastructure; second, the over-concentration of existing reverses in the hands of two 

companies: Noble Energy, and two subsidiaries (Delek Drilling and Avner) of the Delek Group, 

which together control 85 percent of existing reserves.Unlike in the cases of Egypt and Cyprus, 

the current regulatory and investment framework has so far failed to attract major foreign 

                                                        
5
 BNP Paris, Ibid, p.25-26. 

6
 BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2017, (BP: June 2017), p.29. 

7
 Shaul Meridor, Director General of Israeli Energy Ministry, Israeli Gas Opportunities, (Israeli Energy Ministry: 

November 2016), p.14, http://www.energy-sea.gov.il/English-Site/PublishingImages/Pages/Forms/EditForm/ 
Roadshow_2016_Presentation%20GD%20Shaul%20Meridor_Regulatory%20and%20Fiscal%20Regim.pdf  
8
 LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ gas reserves, all located offshore, are estimated by the Ministry of LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ latest review in November 

2016 at 858,5 bcm, divided between the following fields: Leviathan (500 bcm), Tamar & Tamar Southwest (282 
bcm), Shimshon (5 bcm), Karish & Tanin (55 bcm), Dalit (8 bcm), Ishai (7-10 bcm, average of 8,5 bcm used 
here). State of Israel, Ministry of Energy, Israeli Gas Opportinities, (Tel Aviv: November 2016), p.4,  
http://www.energy-sea.gov.il/English-
Site/Pages/News%20And%20Media/ISRAELI%20GAS%20OPPORTUNITIES.pdf. To this estimate we need to add 
the recent update of the Tamar reserves completed in July 2017 that increase the proven volume of reserves to 
318 bcm in the Israeli EEZ to 894,5 bcm. For ¢ŀƳŀǊΩǎ estimated increase, not yet confirmed by the Israeli 
Ministry of Energy, Hillel Koren, ά¢ŀƳŀǊ partners increase gas field estimate by мо҈έΣ Globes, 02/07/2017. See 
also Theodoros Tsakiris, ά¢ƘŜ Energy Geopolitics of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Cyprus tǊƻōƭŜƳέΣ 
IEMed Mediterranean Yearbook 2017, (Barcelona: September 2017) pp.288-291.  

http://www.energy-sea.gov.il/English-Site/PublishingImages/Pages/Forms/EditForm/%252525252520Roadshow_2016_Presentation%252525252520GD%252525252520Shaul%252525252520Meridor_Regulatory%252525252520and%252525252520Fiscal%252525252520Regim.pdf
http://www.energy-sea.gov.il/English-Site/PublishingImages/Pages/Forms/EditForm/%252525252520Roadshow_2016_Presentation%252525252520GD%252525252520Shaul%252525252520Meridor_Regulatory%252525252520and%252525252520Fiscal%252525252520Regim.pdf
http://www.energy-sea.gov.il/English-Site/Pages/News%252525252520And%252525252520Media/ISRAELI%252525252520GAS%252525252520OPPORTUNITIES.pdf
http://www.energy-sea.gov.il/English-Site/Pages/News%252525252520And%252525252520Media/ISRAELI%252525252520GAS%252525252520OPPORTUNITIES.pdf
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investment to Israel,9 although Tel Aviv is auctioning off 24 of its 69 offshore blocks in its first 

international licensing tender.  

Offers for the tender, whose deadline was extended twice in 2017, indicated a lukewarm 

response on the part of the international oil industry given the regulatory upheaval in which 

LǎǊŀŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴƎǳƭŦŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƻƪŜ 

[ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмпΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

disappointing, since no major oil company even submitted a proposal for any of the fields 

offered.10Yet, the potential for further discoveries is significant since currently less than 30 

ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 99½ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ 

has announced its intention to launch a second licensing round within 2018. It is difficult to see, 

though, how exploration efforts will advance if there is no major infusion of capital and expertise 

from the international oil industry. 

In the case of Cyprus, after its initial discovery of the Aphrodite field in Block 12 in 2011 and its 

certification in 2013, the country has been faced with a series of disappointments. In 2014 and 

2015, Eni drilled two exploratory wells in Block 9, and in February 2015, Total pulled out of Block 

10 while Eni chose to freeze additional exploration in Blocks 2 and 3 until it reassessed its 

previous assessment modelling. Had it not been for the discovery of Aphrodite in August 2015, 

/ȅǇǊǳǎΩ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ Ŧailure. 

The Zohr discovery re-galvanized the interest of the international major oil companies. Total 

remained in Block 11, and drilled an exploratory well in the Onisiforos target in September 2017. 

The results were disappointing in that the 11 bcm discovery could not be autonomously 

developed, but they confirmed the existence of hydrocarbon reserves to the north of the Zohr 

discovery and around the underwater Eratosthenes Seamount. In early 2017, the Republic of 

Cyprus tendered Block 8 to Eni; Block 6 to Eni/Total; and Block 10 to a consortium made up of 

Exxon and Qatar Petroleum, in which Exxon holds 80 percent of the joint venture. 11 

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ƭƻŎƪ с ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƘŜƭŦΣ 9ƴƛ ŀƴŘ 

Total started drilling in the block in January 2018, while Exxon is expected to drill two 

exploratory wells in Block 10 starting in October 2018. The exploratory drilling in Blocks 6 and 10 

is expected to confirm whether or not a Zohr- or Leviathan-sized gas field exists inside /ȅǇǊǳǎΩ 

EEZ. If positive, these results will spearhead additional exploration, including the possibility of a 

fourth licensing round. If not, they are likely to dissuade Eni from pursuing all of its existing 

exploratory obligations in Blocks 2, 3 and 8. 

                                                        
9
 LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Ǝŀǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƛƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŀƳǇ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ мнΦр҈ ǳǇŦǊƻƴǘ 

royalty payment that may endanger the development of smaller gas fields.      
10

 LǘŀƭȅΩǎ 9Řƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ wŜǇǎƻƭ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ 
consortium of four Indian companies led by state-controlled ONGC and as well as a Greek company, Energean 
Oil & Gas, which in August 2016 bought the Tanin and Karish fields from Delek Drilling and Avner Oil.  In 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ tŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ōƭƻŎƪǎ όмнΣ нмΣ ннΣ но ŀƴŘ омύ ǘƻ 9ƴŜǊƎŜŀƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
Block 32 to the Indian consortium. 
11

 Theodoros Tsakiris, ά/ȅǇǊǳǎΩ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ Dŀǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΥ DŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ϧ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ tǊŜŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎέΣ Mediterranean 
Quarterly, Vol.27 / Issue 1 (March 2017), pp.20-57. 
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Clearly, the rapid emergence of the East Med as a potential global energy hotspot attracted the 

attention of the EU and Turkey, both of which regard energy hydrocarbons located in the region 

as a valuable asset in reducing their external energy dependence. 

3. EU and Turkish interest in the area  

3.1. The renewed emphasis of the European Union  

The prospective importance of East Med hydrocarbons for the EU initially emerged on the think-

tank circuit in Brussels during 2012ς13,12 but did not reach the level of official policy making until 

mid-2014 when the region was first mentioned in the 9¦Ωǎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ό9¦9{{ύ as a 

potential supplier of natural gas. However, it has to be noted that natural-gas exports from the 

East Med are not a new phenomenon: between 2005 and 2012, several EU member states 

imported Egyptian LNG from the two currently idle LNG liquefaction plants located in Idku and 

Damietta. 

The renewed attention of EU authorities towards the region emanated not only from the fact 

that two new significant gas exporters came to the fore, one of which is a member state, but 

ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ 

with Russia over Ukraine. The EUESS proposed a series of internal policy measures to enhance 

the ability of the Union to deal with major supply/transit crises by boosting domestic-energy 

supply and completing the internal energy market through enhanced interconnectivity and 

solidarity, price liberalization and common crisis-management mechanisms. 

It also proposed a series of external policy measures that centred around the need to improve 

the security of its increasing energy imports by diversifying its import sources and routes. In this 

regard, the EUESS ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ 9¦ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

Northern African and Eastern Mediterranean partners, in particular with a view to creating a 

aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ Ǝŀǎ Ƙǳō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΦ13 However, the text fell short of proposing a 

specific policy action that would commit EU funds to any particular implementation project, and 

ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Dŀǎ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ 

the resources of the East Med. 

This all changed a year later, as a result of the greater emphasis placed on the construction of 

common energy infrastructures that would further ameliorate intera-EU interconnectivity as 

well as facilitating the commercial linkage between EU markets and non-EU energy suppliers. 

The Connect Europe Facility (CEF) financial instrument was set up in order to materially support 

enhanced interconnectivity through the promotion of several Projects of Common Interest (PCI). 

                                                        
12

 Igor Taranic, ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ energy policies and their relevance to the Eastern aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέΣ in Angelos 
Giannakopoulos (ed.), Energy Cooperation and Security in the Eastern Mediterranean: A seismic shift towards 
peace or conflict?, The S.Daniel Abraham Center for International and Regional Studies, (Tel Aviv University 
Press: 2016), p.109. 
13

 European Commission, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the European 
Council: European Energy Security Strategy, SWD(2014) 330 final}, Brussels, 28/05/2014., p.16. 
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Simultaneously, at the EU Commission and Council levels, a more detailed strategy focused on 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ 9¦9{{ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ όEU EDAP), 

published in July нлмрΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩ 

ŀǎ Ψŀ ƪŜȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ΨŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳǘŜǎΩΣ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 9¦ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ΨŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΩΦ14 

The EU EDAP clearly distinguished the East Med from the Southern Corridor, indicating that it 

would prefer an independent development of East Med reserves. More importantly ς in what 

could be perceived as an indirect warning to Turkey, which is questioning the right of the 

Republic of Cyprus (RoC) to explore the waters of its demarcated Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

ς ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ Ψ9ƴŜǊƎȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜǎ ώΧϐ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

also ensure that the sovereignty and sovereign rights of the Member States to explore and 

develop their naturŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘŜŘΩΦ15 

Two major projects emerged with strong EU backing under the PCI framework, promising to tap 

ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΥ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ-voltage electricity-interconnector project EuroAsia 

and the East Med Gas Pipeline (EMGP) project. 16 

EuroAsiaΣ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ όvǳŀƴǘǳƳ 9ƴŜǊƎȅύ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ 

Public Power Corporation (PPC), aspires to transfer up to 2 gigawatts (GW) of electricity from 

Israel and Cyprus to Attica in Greece over a distance of 1,518 km. Although the project may 

struggle to find a market in Greece and could duplicate a venture promoted by ADMHE, the 

Greek Electricity TSO (Transmission System Operator), to connect Attica to Crete, it would 

significantly enhance the security of electricity supply for the RoC by terminating its energy 

isolation while progressively connecting it to the EU grid via Greece. In 2015, the EuroAsia 

LƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /9C ϵмΣонр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ all necessary design, 

technical implementation and environmental-assessment studies, which it finished in late 2016. 

In April 2017, the project was upgraded to the next level of planning maturity, which allowed it 

ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ϵмпΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /9C ǘƻ Ŏƻmplete its final FEED (Front End Engineering and 

Design) study. The study is expected to be completed by 2020, and will allow the investors to 

take the FID (Final Investment Decision) leading to the construction of the first 1 GW underwater 

cable by 2022. The CEF has covered 50 percent of all project-associated costs so far.17 

                                                        
14

 European Council, Council conclusions on Energy Diplomacy, 10995/15, CFSP/PESC 414, Brussels, 

20/07/2015, p.3. 
15

  Ibid, p.4. 
16

 More on the EU and Greek approach on East Med Energy, Theodoros Tsakiris, Greece and the Energy 

Geopolitics of the Eastern Mediterranean, Strategic Update 14.1, LSE Ideas, London School of Economics, (LSE: 
June 2014).  
17

 European Commission, ά9ǳǊƻ!ǎƛŀ Interconnector - Design, Implementation and Environmental {ǘǳŘƛŜǎέΣ 

3.10.1-0028-CY-S-M-14, https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-energy/projects-by-
country/multi-country/3.10.1-0028-cy-s-m-14; "Grant agreement to finalise the design of the EuroAsia 
interconnector signed in INEA ǘƻŘŀȅέΣ April 5, 2017,   



    

Online Paper No. 22 άGas Developments in the Eastern Mediterranean: 
Trigger or Obstacle for EU-Turkey Cooperation?έ 

     

 
This project has received funding from the European ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ IƻǊƛȊƻƴ нлнл ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ         
innovation programme under grant agreement No 692976. 
 

7 

The EMGP ς the second, and even more important ς project comprises the construction of an 

ambitious East Med Gas Pipeline, which aspires to transport by 2025 between 10 and 16 bcm/y 

of East Med Gas to Greece and, via Greece, to Italy ς promoted by the GreekςFrenchςItalian IGI 

Poseidon consortium. In May 2015, the EMGP ς analysed in section 4.2.1, below ς ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ϵн 

million to complete its pre-FEED studies, which confirmed the technical and financial viability of 

the project although serious challenges remain regarding its eventual implementation.18 

bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 

commissioner, Miguel Arias Cañete, from joining the original promoters of the project in Tel Aviv 

in April 2017 in order to sign the first quadrilateral political framework agreement in support of 

9aDtΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ19 In their joint declaration the energy ministers of Italy, Greece, Cyrus 

and Israel sǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŀǎ 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ŦƻǊ Ǝŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΣ ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ΨǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ 

strategic priority for exporting into Europe part of the current gas reserves of the Eastern 

aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴΩΦ20 

Commissioner Cañete, who said that EMGP is eligible for additional financial assistance from the 

/9C ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƛǘǎ CL5 ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ Ψƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

Commission, we clearly support, as it will have a high value in terms of security of supply and 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΩΣ21 ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ Ǝŀǎ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 

aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩΦ22 In 

January 2018, in another indication of tangible support for the project from the EU, the 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ϵопΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ 9aDt ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 

complete their FEED study and cover all licensing and permitting expenses for the project in 

Cyprus and Greece.23 

                                                        
18

European Commission, ά9ǳǊƻ!ǎƛŀ Interconnector - Design, Implementation and Environmental {ǘǳŘƛŜǎέΣ 

3.10.1-0028-CY-S-M-14, https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-energy/projects-by-
country/multi-country/3.10.1-0028-cy-s-m-14ttps://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-
energy/projects-by-country/multi-country/7.3.1-0025-elcy-s-m-15  
19

 Sharon Udasin, άLǎǊŀŜƭΣ European states advance plans for ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ largest underwater gas ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜέΣ 
Jerusalem Post, 03/04/2017 
20

 άWƻƛƴǘ Declaration of the East Med Pipeline Ministerial Summit in Tel !ǾƛǾέΣ Press and Information Office of 
the Republic of Cyprus, 03/04/2017, 
https://www.pio.gov.cy/moi/pio/pio2013.nsf/All/3E481E83C28B5163C22580 
F7004DD29C?OpenDocument&L=E  
21

 Michael Tanchum, ά9¦ Backs Israel to Italy pipeline to alter East Med energy ŎƘŜǎǎōƻŀǊŘέΣ Hurriyet Daily 
News, 13/04/2017, http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/eu-backs-israel-to-italy-pipeline-to-alter-east-med-
energy-chessboard aspx?pageID=238&nID=111949&NewsCatID=396  
22

 άLǘŀƭȅΣ Greece, Cyprus and Israel agree on implementing a gas pipeline through the Eastern aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέΣ 
Iemed, 03/04/2017, http://www.iemed.org/actualitat/noticies/03-04-italy-greece-cyprus-and-israel-agree-on-
implementing-a-gas-pipeline-through-the-eastern-mediterranean  
23

 ά¢ƘŜ European Commission will fund the technical studies and permitting costs of the East Med with ϵопΣр 
ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴέΣ Energypress, 18/01/2018, https://energypress.gr/news/me-345-ekat-eyro-i-komision-hrimatodotei-
tis-tehnikes-meletes-kai-tis-adeiodotiseis-toy-eastmed, (accessed 18/01/2018) 

https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-energy/projects-by-country/multi-country/3.10.1-0028-cy-s-m-14
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-energy/projects-by-country/multi-country/3.10.1-0028-cy-s-m-14
https://www.pio.gov.cy/moi/pio/pio2013.nsf/All/3E481E83C28B5163C22580%252525252520F7004DD29C?OpenDocument&L=E
https://www.pio.gov.cy/moi/pio/pio2013.nsf/All/3E481E83C28B5163C22580%252525252520F7004DD29C?OpenDocument&L=E
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/eu-backs-israel-to-italy-pipeline-to-alter-east-med-energy-chessboard%252525252520aspx?pageID=238&nID=111949&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/eu-backs-israel-to-italy-pipeline-to-alter-east-med-energy-chessboard%252525252520aspx?pageID=238&nID=111949&NewsCatID=396
http://www.iemed.org/actualitat/noticies/03-04-italy-greece-cyprus-and-israel-agree-on-implementing-a-gas-pipeline-through-the-eastern-mediterranean
http://www.iemed.org/actualitat/noticies/03-04-italy-greece-cyprus-and-israel-agree-on-implementing-a-gas-pipeline-through-the-eastern-mediterranean
https://energypress.gr/news/me-345-ekat-eyro-i-komision-hrimatodotei-tis-tehnikes-meletes-kai-tis-adeiodotiseis-toy-eastmed
https://energypress.gr/news/me-345-ekat-eyro-i-komision-hrimatodotei-tis-tehnikes-meletes-kai-tis-adeiodotiseis-toy-eastmed
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3.2. Turkey and the relevance of East Med gas for Turkish energy security  

As fossil fuels remain the main energy source for Turkey, hydrocarbon resources located in the 

9ŀǎǘ aŜŘ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ !ƴƪŀǊŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ DƭƻōŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ нмǎǘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 

energy consumer in 2016, Turkey does not hold significant amounts of global reserves itself (BP 

{ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅΣ нлмтΥ нфύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ фǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 

individual importer of natural gas and 17th largest importer of oil. 

Hence, Turkey is highly exposed to risks in its energy security, and therefore it is of paramount 

importance ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ƴƪŀǊŀΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ 

mitigating these vulnerabilities is crystallized in its vision of becoming an energy hub ς an active 

contributor to the dynamics of international/regional energy markets as both a transit and 

trading centre, with enhanced infrastructure including storage, processing and conversion 

facilities as well as pipelines. In this context, diversified resources and routes would enable the 

country to establish mechanisms of pricing and trade, with opportunities for re-export that go 

beyond the need to secure domestic demand. 

CǊƻƳ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ 
rather than oil. The East Med is important for Turkey in terms of resource diversification and its 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ-hub ambitions. 

4. The impact  of political  conflicts  and controversies  on the 

development  of energy  resources  

4.1. The resolution of the Cyprus issue  

The Turkish perspective  

The intractability of the Cyprus problem has negatively affected the prospects of energy 

cooperation in the region. The Turkish position on the future of the existing and prospective 

natural-gas reserves of the island maintains the collective and indivisible ownership of these 

resources. Turkey categorically rejects the issuance of any concession blocks by the Greek 

Cypriots until a final settlement is reached between the parties. The country is adamant that no 

exploration or production activity should take place in the blocks claimed by the Greek-Cypriot 

authorities,24 as it does not accept the Greek side as the rightful heir and sole legal 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎΩ ό4ŀǾǳǒƻƐƭǳΣ нлмтύΦ 

Furthermore, when it comes to the delimitation of maritime zones to the west of Cyprus, 

ΨōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ он֙мсΩ муΩΩΩ ό.ŀǎeren, 2010: 79), Turkey asserts that it 

has ab initio and ipso facto rights that are inherent and do not need to be proclaimed, and views 

Greek-Cypriot claims on parts of concession blocks 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7 as a violation of its 

                                                        
24

 This position has been reiterated, albeit in slightly different wording according to the context and occasion, 
time and again, latest of which was, άtǊŜǎǎ Release Regarding The Greek Cypriot !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Hydrocarbon-
Related Activities In The Eastern MŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέΣ Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, No: 228, 13 July 2017. 
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sovereignty.25 Turkey has decƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴƻ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ΨŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƻƛƭ 

companies to conduct unauthorized oil/natural gas exploration and exploitation activities in 

ǘƘŜǎŜΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ό9ǊŎƛȅŜǎΣ нлммΥ онύΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ Ŝŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ 

of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) has promulgated an agreement dividing the continental shelf 

between the parties,26 and with a separate agreement has granted Turkish Petroleum Inc. 

(TPAO) exploration rights in the designated concession blocks ς namely, parts of Block 1 as well 

as 2, 3, 8, 9, 12 and 13. 

Turkey sees the matter going beyond the Cyprus issue and the delimitation of maritime zones 

concerning the island, with an additional bearing on long-standing issues of maritime-zone 

delimitation and jurisdiction with Greece and other states in the Mediterranean and Aegean 

seas. 

Also, Turkey intends to respond to ongoing Greek-Cypriot efforts to exploit offshore-gas 

ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ !ƴƪŀǊŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψŀǎ 

important as the Baku-Tiblisi Ceyhan TurkishStream, Trans-Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) and Trans-

!ƴŀǘƻƭƛŀƴ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ Dŀǎ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ό¢!b!tύΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ27 Furthermore, 

Turkish Minister of Energy Berat Albayrak has explicitly declared that Turkey will be exploring for 

oil and gas in the Mediterranean,28 having added another ship to its existing fleet29 ς a statement 

                                                        
25 ά

The Greek Cypriot unilateral actions do not only disregard Turkish /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎΩ existing rights but also challenge 
¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ maritime jurisdiction areas in the Mediterranean in the west of the LǎƭŀƴŘέΦ Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Turkey, άDǊŜŜƪ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘΩǎ Unilateral Activities in The Eastern aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέΣ October 25, 
2017, (online) http://www.mfa.gov.tr/greek-cypriot_s-unilateral-activities-in-the-eastern-
mediterranean.en.mfa. 
26

 ά!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ on Delimitation of Continental Shelf in the Mediterranean Between Republic of Turkey and 
Turkish Republic of Northern /ȅǇǊǳǎέΣ September 21, 2011, Resmi Gazete, {ŀȅƤ 28437, October 10, 2012. 
27

 ά.ŀƪŀƴ Albayrak: Ψ5ƻƐŀƭƎŀȊ TƭŜǘƛƳ  ŜōŜƪŜƳƛȊƛƴ Günlük ¢ŀǒƤƳŀ Kapasitesini Tƪƛ ¸Ƥƭ TœƛƴŘŜ 400 Milyon 
Metreküpe 4ƤƪŀǊŀŎŀƐƤȊΩέΣ T.C. Enerji ve Tabii Kaynaklar .ŀƪŀƴƭƤƐƤΣ July 11, 2017, (online) 
http://www.enerji.gov.tr/tr -TR/Bakanlik-Haberleri/Bakan-Albayrak-Dogalgaz-Iletim-Sebekemizin-Gunluk-
Tasima-Kapasitesini-Iki-Yil-Icinde-400-Milyon-Metrekupe-Cikaracagiz 
28 ά

Bakan Albayrak: Son çeyrekte sondaj gemimizi Akdeniz'de devreye ŀƭŀŎŀƐƤȊέΣ Sabah, August 10, 2017. It 
should be noted though that Minister Albayrak also set the date of the said exploration activity for Autumn 
2017 and so far no activity as such has been carried out. Nevertheless, the posturing of the Turkish Armed 
Forces and Navy has not changed from November 2014 until now. During the ά.ƭǳŜ ²ƘŀƭŜέ biannual exercises 
than Commander of the Turkish Naval Forces Admiral Bülent .ƻǎǘŀƴƻƐƭǳ has declared that ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ answer to 
any threats would be devised within the άǊǳƭŜǎ of ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ that has been transferred to the Navy by the 
Chief of Staff of the Turkish Armed Forces. ά.ǸƭŜƴǘ .ƻǎǘŀƴƻƐƭǳ: Angajman ƪǳǊŀƭƭŀǊƤ Deniz Kuvvetlerine 
ŘŜǾǊŜŘƛƭŘƛέΣ Deniz Haber !ƧŀƴǎƤ,  November, 10, 2014, (online) www.denizhaber.com.tr/bulent-bostanoglu-
angajman-kurallari-deniz-kuvvetlerine-devredildi-haber-586 66.htm. As stated these rules of engagement are 
based on protecting Turkish and ¢wb/Ωǎ rights in the Eastern Mediterranean and are implemented on a logic of 
progressive stages of escalation, the last stage including use of arms.  Turkey holds two biannual invitex military 
exercises in Eastern Mediterranean titled ά.ƭǳŜ ²ƘŀƭŜέ and ά9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέ and deploys a standing 
task force of a frigate, two fast attack crafts, two patrol boats and a submarine in ports on its Eastern 
Mediterranean board, as well as in Cyprus, under Operation Mediterranean Shield since 2006. The unchanging 
character of the Turkish stance has further been confirmed by Admiral .ƻǎǘŀƴƻƐƭǳΩǎ visit to TCG Gaziantep, and 
the new sismic research vessel of Turkish Petroleum Inc. Barbaros Hayreddin tŀǒŀ as they have been on duty in 
the Mediterranean off the coast of Cyprus. άhǊŀƳƛǊŀƭ .ƻǎǘŀƴƻƐƭǳϥƴŘŀƴ ϥ5ƻƐǳ Akdeniz' ƳŜǎŀƧƤέ, Anadolu !ƧŀƴǎƤ, 
30 Nisan 2017, (online) http://aa.com.tr/tr/analiz-haber/oramiral-bostanoglundan-dogu-akdeniz-
mesaji/808317.  

http://www.denizhaber.com.tr/bulent-bostanoglu-angajman-kurallari-deniz-kuvvetlerine-devredildi-haber-586%25252525252066.htm
http://www.denizhaber.com.tr/bulent-bostanoglu-angajman-kurallari-deniz-kuvvetlerine-devredildi-haber-586%25252525252066.htm
http://aa.com.tr/tr/analiz-haber/oramiral-bostanoglundan-dogu-akdeniz-mesaji/808317
http://aa.com.tr/tr/analiz-haber/oramiral-bostanoglundan-dogu-akdeniz-mesaji/808317
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echoed by the Minister of Energy of the TRNC.30 A declaration by the Turkish Ministry of Foreign 

!ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ 

ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ǎƛŘŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΩ ǎǳƳǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 

Turkish stance, and this position should not be expected to change in the future in the absence 

of a settlement of the Cyrus issue (Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2013).31 

The Greek and Greek-Cypriot perspective  

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ŀƳŜƭƛƻǊŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻ/ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ-ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ Ψ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ȅǇǊǳǎΩ ƻǊ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƘȅŘǊƻŎŀǊōƻƴ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Σ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 

ƻŦ aǳǎǘŀŦŀ !ƪƛƴŎƛΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ-ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ¢wb/ ŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ς ŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ς ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ όŀύ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴκŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ 99½Σ όōύ Ƙƻǿ 

ǘƘŜ Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ όŎύ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƳŀƭ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ƎŀǎΦ 

²ƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ aǊ !ƪƛƴŎƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ όŀύ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜ wƻ/ ƛƴ ƎǊŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hƛƭ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ όLh/ύ ƻǊ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƘȅŘǊƻŎŀǊōƻƴ-

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ΨǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΩΣ32 όōύ ƛƴǎƛǎǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ŜǾŜƴ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ όŎύ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ 

ǘƻ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƳŀƭ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ƎŀǎΦ33 ¢ƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ 

ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ-/ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ŀǎ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƻǳǘǊƛƎƘǘ Ƙƻǎǘƛƭƛǘȅ 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƳƻƴŜǘƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘŜŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 99½ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ bƛŎƻǎƛŀ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƎȅǇǘ όнллоύΣ 

[Ŝōŀƴƻƴ όнллтύ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭ όнлмлύΦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 99½ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ [ŜōŀƴŜǎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 99½ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ 

                                                                                                                                                                             
29

 ά¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜŘŜƴ Akdeniz ve Karadeniz IŀƳƭŜǎƛέΣ Yeni Akit, March 9, 2017. 
30 
άYY¢/ !ƪŘŜƴƛȊΩŘŜ petrol ve gaz aramaya devam ŜŘƛȅƻǊέΣ Enerji Enstitüsü, Sept., 8, 2017, (Online), 

http://enerjienstitusu.com/2017/09/08/kktc-akdenizde-petrol-gaz-aramaya-devam-ediyor/ 
31

 ά{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Regarding the Claims of the GCASC on Hydrocarbon Resources in the Eastern aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέΣ 
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, No: 83, 23 March 2013.  
32

  It is notable that upon the announcement of the 3d Licensing Round Mr. Akinci protested that the Greek 
Cypriots did not include him in the decision making process and warned such actions άǿƛƭƭ create tensions as it 
has happened in the ǇŀǎǘέΣ http://www.reporter.com.cy/politics/article/50027/akintzi-yparchoyn-themata-sta-
opoia-echoyme-plisiasei, 28/03/2016 
33

 Menelaos Hadjicostis, ά¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ Cypriot Head: Gas May Fund Peace 5ŜŀƭέΣ Associated Press, 04/04/2016, 
http://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2016-04-04/ap-interview-turkish-cypriot-head-gas-may-fund-
peace-deal  

http://www.reporter.com.cy/politics/article/50027/akintzi-yparchoyn-themata-sta-opoia-echoyme-plisiasei
http://www.reporter.com.cy/politics/article/50027/akintzi-yparchoyn-themata-sta-opoia-echoyme-plisiasei
http://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2016-04-04/ap-interview-turkish-cypriot-head-gas-may-fund-peace-deal
http://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2016-04-04/ap-interview-turkish-cypriot-head-gas-may-fund-peace-deal
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ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ¢ŀƳŀǊ ŀƴŘ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ34 !ƴƪŀǊŀΩǎ 

ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ bƛŎƻǎƛŀΩǎ 99½ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜǘȅ -ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ тл҈- ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ 99½ 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ό.ƭƻŎƪǎ мΣ пΣ рΣ с ŀƴŘ тύ ƻǊ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ ό.ƭƻŎƪǎ мΣ нΣ оΣ уΣ фΣ мн 

ŀƴŘ моύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊ bƛŎƻǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ bƻōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлммΦ 

 

Figure 4.1 ς Gas fields and T/C claims in the eastern Mediterranean 

 

Source: The Economist 

¢ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ DǊŜŜƪ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǎƛƴŎŜΣ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ !ƴƪŀǊŀ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ 

ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ƻǊ Ψ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ-/ȅǇǊƛƻǘΩ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ 

ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΦ {ƻΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ Ƴŀȅ ΨōŜƭƻƴƎΩ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 

ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ CƛƎǳǊŜ оΦмΣ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ-

ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ¢wb/ ς ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƴ ΨƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ-ƻǿƴŜŘ ¢t!h ƛƴ нлмнΦ ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 

Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ōŜΥ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ Ŏƻ-ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ Ǝŀǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŀǇǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ƻǿƴŜǊ ς ǳƴƭŜǎǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ wƻ/ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴΚ 

                                                        
34

 Simon Henderson, ά¢ǳǊƪŜȅϥǎ Threats to Israel's New Gas wƛŎƘŜǎέΣ The Washington Institute for Near Eastern 
Policy, 13/09/2011,http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/turkeys-threat-to-israels-new-
gas-riches 

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/turkeys-threat-to-israels-new-gas-riches
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/turkeys-threat-to-israels-new-gas-riches
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aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ DǊŜŜƪ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘŜŘ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ 99½Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ !ƴƪŀǊŀ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ 

ǎƘŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ мм ōŎƳ hƴƛǎƛŦƻǊƻǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ .ƭƻŎƪǎ 

мл ŀƴŘ мм ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ .ƭƻŎƪǎ р ŀƴŘ сΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

wƻ/ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ35 

 

 

 

Figure 4.2 ς Turkish claims in the Cypriot EEZ as areas falling within its Continental Shelf 

 

Source: Ionnides (2017) 

Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛŦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Κ 99½ǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿ ƻǾŜǊ 

ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎΦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ƭŀǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ΨŎŀǊŜΩ 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ όŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜύ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ 

                                                        
35

 Nicholas Ioannides, Turkish Maritime Claims Offshore Cyprus, Eastern Mediterranean Policy Note #18, 
(September 2017), Cyprus Center for European & International Affairs, University of Nicosia, p.3. 
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ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōȅΦ tǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘ ς ōǳǘ /ŀƛǊƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ bƛŎƻǎƛŀ ƻǾŜǊ 

ǘƘŜƳΦ bƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ Lh/ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 

ŀōƻǾŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ƻǊ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ-/ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴΦ 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΣ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ 

¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛǊǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ 

9ƎȅǇǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ нлло 99½ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Σ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмо ǎƛƎƴŜŘ 

ŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ¦ƴƛǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ό/¦!ύ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ bƛŎƻǎƛŀ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƛǎƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƘǊ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

¢ƘƻǎŜ Řŀǘŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ bƛŎƻǎƛŀ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ нлмсςмтΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǘŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ .ƭƻŎƪǎ сΣ у ŀƴŘ мл ǘƻΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ 9ƴƛκ¢ƻǘŀƭΣ 9ƴƛ ŀƴŘ 9ȄȄƻƴaƻōƛƭκvŀǘŀǊ tŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳΦ 

[Ŝōŀƴƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŀǘƛŦȅ ƛǘǎ нллт ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Σ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 

ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΦ {ƛƴŎŜ нллтΣ .ŜƛǊǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ wƻ/Ωǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ .ƭƻŎƪǎ о ŀƴŘ моΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ wƻ/-ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ Lh/ǎ ς ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ 9ƴƛ ƛƴ 

.ƭƻŎƪ оΦ 

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ƘŀƭŦƘŜŀǊǘŜŘ ǊŀǇǇǊƻŎƘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ƛǘǎ нлмл 99½ 

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Σ ƴƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜŀōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

¦YΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ-ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴȅ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ƻǊ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ-/ȅǇǊƛƻǘ 

ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ 99½Φ 

bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƴƻǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǎǳŀŘŜ Lh/ǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǊ 

ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ 99½Σ ŀǎ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ƘŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ bƻōƭŜ ƛƴ .ƭƻŎƪ мн ŀƴŘ 9ȄȄƻƴaƻōƛƭ ƛƴ .ƭƻŎƪ млΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƴƻ Lh/ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ-ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ-ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ bƛŎƻǎƛŀ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ bƛŎƻǎƛŀΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ 

ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ нллуΣ нлмнςмо ŀƴŘ нлмсςмт ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǎǳŀŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ !ƴƪŀǊŀΩǎ 

ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмнΣ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ 

Lh/ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Φ 36 

! ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ 

ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ-/ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƘȅŘǊƻŎŀǊōƻƴǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƛǊǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘƛƴŘŜǊŜŘΣ ƴƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΣ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƻƴŜǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘŜŘ 99½Φ 

 

                                                        
36

 Theodoros Tsakiris, ά¢ƘŜ Gifts of Aphrodite: The Need for Competitive Pragmatism in Cypriot Gas {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέΣ 
in Angelos Giannakopoulos (ed.), Energy Cooperation and Security in the Eastern Mediterranean: A Seismic 
Shift towards Peace or Conflict?, (Tel Aviv University Press: February 2016), pp.22-36 
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4.2 What future for Israel -Turkey relations?  

Given their geopolitical influence on the region and their roles as, respectively, key producer and 

consumer of hydrocarbon resources, Israel and Turkey have an important stake in the 

establishment of an enduring regional-cooperation framework. Despite this objective, Turkishς

Israeli interaction comprises a surprisingly uneasy and reluctant relationship. Most importantly, 

the level of visibility of their relations was, and still is, strongly correlated with the outlook for 

PalestinianςLǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ 

domestic politics and the obstinatŜΣ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ΨǘƘŜ 

ebb and flow of relations can be connected to the political attitudes and behaviors of social 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ό.ŀƭŎƤ ŀƴŘ YŀǊŘŀǒΣ нлмнΥ ммсύΦ37 It has to be noted 

that another factor pertinent to TurkishςIsraeli relations is surely the role of the United States. 

The nature of the relationship remained largely unchanged from 1996 until 2009, when Israel 

executed Operation Cast Lead in Gaza. A bitter exchange of words during the World Economic 

CƻǊǳƳ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ 5ŀǾƻǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ wŜŎŜǇ ¢ŀȅȅƛǇ 9ǊŘƻƐŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Israeli president, Shimon Peres, substantially worsened relations; the Israeli attack on the Mavi 

Marmara flotilla, which had been aiming to break the Israeli embargo on Gaza, that led to the 

ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴƛƴŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ψƴŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŦŦƛƴΩ ƛƴ нлмлΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмс 

ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƘƳŜǘ 5ŀǾǳǘƻƐƭǳ ς the then Turkish prime minister, who had also been the 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ !YtΩǎ όWǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tŀǊǘȅΩǎύ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ-policy guru up to that point ς a 

rapprochement became possible. Although this was in part due to the prospect of hydrocarbon 

deals between Turkey and Israel, the primary reasons behind it are surely more complex and 

conceǊƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΦ 

At the lowest point of bilateral relations, the Israeli side seemed to be restraining itself in its 

diplomatic tone. The reasoning behind this attitude has been attributed by some in Turkey to 

pressure on Israel to get its new-found gas reserves to European markets through a pipeline 

ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Ǝƛŀƴǘ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ /ŜȅƘŀƴΣ38 where Turkey is investing to 

create a Special Energy Industry Zone. It could be said that overall Turkish attitudes towards the 

                                                        
37

 Even though these two analysts, perhaps due to their own political preferences, are somehow largely 
underestimating the Realpolitik aspect of the bilateral relations their assertion is accurate. Ali .ŀƭŎƤ and Tuncay 
YŀǊŘŀǒΣ ά¢ƘŜ Changing Dynamics of ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ Relations with Israel: An Analysis of Ψ{ŜŎǳǊƛǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩέΣ Insight 
Turkey, Vol. 14 /  No. 2 /  2012 pp. 99-120 
38

 This attitude was reflected in various statements coming from the Turkish side. Then Minister of Energy 
Taner ¸ƤƭŘƤȊ went on record to say that; άLǎǊŀŜƭ is ŘŜǎǘƛǘǳǘŜέ to Turkey for άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ as άǘƘŜ project would 
not be feasible if the gas is not transported over ¢ǳǊƪŜȅέ. άTǎǊŀƛƭΩŘŜƴ özür ŜƴŜǊƧƛǎƛέΣ AHaber, April 3, 2014, 
(online) https://www.ahaber.com.tr/ekonomi/2013/04/03/israilden-ozur-enerjisi; The Turkish view to this end 
is also observable in the way that Turkish press has reflected statements of the Israeli side on the gas issue. 
άTǎǊŀƛƭΩŘŜƴ ŀœƤƪƭŀƳŀΥ Türkiye olmazsa ƻƭƳŀȊΧέΣ Feb. 8, 2016, (online) 
http://akademikperspektif.com/haber/2016/02/08/israilden-aciklama-turkiye-olmazsa-olmaz/; Also Turkish 
energy industry executives have at times declared similar opinions. άTǎǊŀƛƭ ƎŀȊƤ için olmazsa olmaz ǊƻǘŀΧέ Nov., 
28, 2014, (online) http://uzmanpara.milliyet.com.tr/haber-detay/gundem2/israil-gazi-icin-olmazsa-olmaz-rota--
-/8000/8509/. 

https://www.ahaber.com.tr/ekonomi/2013/04/03/israilden-ozur-enerjisi
http://akademikperspektif.com/haber/2016/02/08/israilden-aciklama-turkiye-olmazsa-olmaz/
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issue of East Med gas-transportation routes have been (and largely still are) predicated on the 

indispensability of the Turkish route.39 

Since June 2016, TurkishςLǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ/ƻƭŘ 

/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ς and will most likely continue to do so. Full, long-term reconciliation will require 

patience, persistence and prudence on both sides. This may prove to be no easy task under the 

ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΦ 

However, it is worth noting that, since 2009, the two countries have in fact found a way of 

compartmentalizing their relations. Bilateral trade has enjoyed a solid upward trend since they 

ratified a free-trade agreement that had been in force since May 1997. In fact, trade between 

the two has been on a very solid footing for the seven years since 2009 and, despite political 

issues, has never fallen below its 2008 level after what one might call the initial shock of 2009. 

In the near future, TurkishςIsraeli relations will remain susceptible to the ups and downs of 

PalestinianςIsraeli relations. This is the case not only because of the ideological disposition of 

¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

of the fact that the history of TurkishςIsraeli relations is a testimony that Turkish public opinion 

vis-à-vis Israel tends to sway according to the circumstances of Palestinian issue.  

4.3 Egypt and Turkey: competition or collaboration?  

Domestic policies affect relations between Turkey and Egypt, with implications on those 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ cooperation in the Levant Basin. Indeed, the onset of 

ǘƘŜ Ψ!Ǌŀō {ǇǊƛƴƎΩ Ƙŀǎ ǳǇǎŜǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ŀƴŘ 9ƎȅǇǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мт CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлло 

has had an agreement with Cyprus on the delimitation of its EEZ with the island. The initial years 

of the Arab Spring coincided with a particularly strong rapprochement between the two, which 

turned into a deep alienation after the ousting of Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi. The 

coming to power of the Muslim Brotherhood (MB), with Morsi as elected President of Egypt, was 

greeted positively by Turkey partly because even before the AKP won power itself, the 

mainstream Turkish political Islamist movement ς ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǘǎ ΨǎƛǊŜΩΣ bŜŎƳŜǘǘƛƴ 9Ǌōŀƪŀƴ 

ς Ψǎŀǿ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ (Düzgit, 2014) with an especial 

sympathy for the MB.40 However, even though the AKP could be seen as ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǊŀōŀƪŀƴΩǎ 

National Outlook movement, going beyond ideological affinity, the support that it lend to Morsi 

and the MB should also be attributed to the opportunity that Turkey saw for advancing its 

                                                        
39

 In a statement 5ŀǾǳǘƻƐƭǳ outright called what he dubbed as άǘƘŜ Greek Cypriot tƭŀƴέ to transport the gas 
through alternative routes, namely East Med Gas Pipeline, άƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎέΣΦ He said: "Turkey is the only place 
where that gas can go. It cannot go anywhere else. When you look at this area, which country has the energy 
deficit and the energy demand? Very well, if it is wanted to be transported to Europe which route would it 
take? Either from under the sea to Crete, from there to Greece, there are such large fault lines there that it is 
impossible to pass there. So they are ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘέΦ Nuh ¸ƤƭƳŀȊΣ άYƤōǊƤǎΩǘŀ Kesin Çözüm için Rumlara 3 
Alternatifli tƭŀƴέΣ Star, March 28, 2013. 
40

 Senem !ȅŘƤƴ-Düzgit, ά¢ƘŜ Seesaw Friendship Between ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ AKP and 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ Muslim .ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘέΣ 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, July 24, 2014, (online) 
carnegieendowment.org/2014/07/24/seesaw-friendship-between-turkey-s-akp-and-egypt-s-muslim-
brotherhood-pub-56243. 
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interests in the region. For instance, Turkey immediately extended a US$2 billion credit line to 

aƻǊǎƛΩǎ 9ƎȅǇǘΦ41 A High Level Strategic Cooperation Council was established in September 2011, 

according no less than 40 bilateral agreements during the two meetings that it held in 2011 and 

2012.42 ²ƘŜƴ 9ǊŘƻƐŀƴ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ 9ƎȅǇǘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлммΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

political leader (Kirkpatrick, 2011).43 

¢ƘŜ ǘƛŘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aƻǊǎƛΦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ a. 

overnight became a liability for the bilateral relationship. Following the coup in Egypt, Ankara 

repeatedly branded its government illegitimate and pressured the international community to 

follow suit (Kader, 2013: XX). After Turkey asked the UN Security Council to impose sanctions on 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмоΣ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ aŜǾƭǸǘ 4ŀǾǳǒƻƐƭǳ accused 

Egypt, along with Saudi Arabia and soƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ DǳƭŦ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ 

bid for a seat on the Council in 2014.44 In November 2013, the countries also expelled their 

respective ambassadors. As Turkey is said to be hosting news channels affiliated to the MB, and 

as a considerable number of Brotherhood members found refuge there, Egypt has reportedly 

detained 29 individuals on alleged charges of espionage on behalf of Turkey.45 At present, 

therefore, Turkey and Egypt are at loggerheads. From Syria to Qatar, on almost all regional 

issues, the two countries could be said to be on the opposite sides of the aisle. Even though 

TurkishςEgyptian Council meetings were convened in Cairo in January 2017 after a gap of four 

years,46 and a delegation of Turkish parliamentarians has visited Egypt for a meeting on 

ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ό ƛƳǒŜƪΣ нлмтύΣ47 a full-fledged normalization of 

relations between the two countries seems highly improbable in the near future. This prospect 

also renders any cooperation on East Med energy resources between the two countries, or 

facilitation of such cooperation by one of the parties between the other and third parties, a 

rather distant prospect. 

5. Players and solutions  for regional coordination  

5.1 The role of Egypt  

Egypt ς the second largest gas producer in Africa after Algeria, and a gas exporter to Israel and 

Jordan since 2003 ς owns one of the most highly developed LNG and export infrastructures48 in 

                                                        
41

 άaƤǎƤǊΩƤƴ ƛǎǘƛƪǊŀǊƤƴŀ bizden 2 milyar ŘƻƭŀǊέΣ Star, Sept. 15, 2012. 
42

 ά¸ǸƪǎŜk Düzeyli TǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛ aŜƪŀƴƛȊƳŀƭŀǊƤέΣ T.C. .ŀǒōŀƪŀƴƭƤƪ Kamu Diplomasisi YƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘǀǊƭǸƐǸ, (online) 
https://kdk.gov.tr/haber/yuksek-duzeyli-isbirligi-mekanizmalari/452 
43

 David D. Kirkpatrick, άtǊŜƳƛŜǊ of Turkey Takes Role in wŜƎƛƻƴέΣ The New York Times, Sept. 12, 2011. 
44

 άCaΥ Certain Gulf countries lobbying against ¢ǳǊƪŜȅέΣ Daily Sabah, January 13, 2015 
45

 ά9ƎȅǇǘ detains 29 people who allegedly spied for ¢ǳǊƪŜȅέΣ The Jordan Times, Nov. 22, 2017. 
46

 ά5ǀǊǘ ̧ Ƥƭ Aradan Sonra Türk-aƤǎƤǊ Tǒ Forumu 5ǸȊŜƴƭŜƴŘƛέΣ Yeni  ŀŦŀƪ, January 30, 2017. 
47

 Yurdagül  ƛƳǒŜƪΣ ά¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ-aƤǎƤǊ TƭƛǒƪƛƭŜǊƛ bƻǊƳŀƭƭŜǒƛȅƻǊ ƳǳΚέΣ Sputnik News, Oct. 20, 2017 (online) 
https://tr.sputniknews.com/columnists/201710201030686938-turkiye-misir-iliskileri-normallesiyor-mu/ 
48

  The Egyptian infrastructure is composed of two LNG plants, located in Damietta and Idku, and two pipelines, 
the El Arish-Ashkelon Pipeline and the Arab Gas Pipeline. The total LNG export capacity is calculated at 19 
Bcm/year. (Tagliapietra,2017; 14) Simone Tagliapietra, Energy: A Shaping Factor for Regional Stability in the 
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the eastern Mediterranean. Largely because of high demand spurred by the share of natural gas 

in electricity production, which stands at 75 percent (Samir, 2017),49 and an insufficient 

diversification of both resources, Egypt had to stop exports in 2012. In such a context of resource 

scarcity, the gas and power shortages that the country has suffered since then had an important 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ aƻǊǎƛΩǎ ŦŀǘŜΦ50 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.1 ς 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ Ǝŀǎ-export infrastructure 

 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻƛǊŜ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜƴ ŘŜ ƭΩ;ƴŜǊƎƛŜ όнлммύ 

EgyptΩǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмр ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳǇŜǊƎƛŀƴǘΩ ½ƻƘǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ, 

which came into production at the end of 2017Φ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ нл ȅŜŀǊ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

level of 20-ол ōŎƳκȅŜŀǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻŦ 850 bcm, Zohr could ōŜ Ψŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ 

                                                                                                                                                                             
Eastern Mediterranean, European Parliament Directorate General for External Policies Policy Department, June 
2017 
49

 Mohammed Samir, ά9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ Energy Future Between Reality and CŀƴǘŀǎƛŜǎέΣ Daily News Egypt, June 6, 2017. 
50

 Ahmad Rahim, ά9ƎȅǇǘϥǎ Electricity Crisis Poses An Early Challenge for Morsi άΣ Al Jazeera, July 24, 2012 
(online) https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/politics/2012/07/worsening-living-conditions-in-e.html 
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9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ Ǝŀǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΩ ό¢ŀƎƭƛŀǇƛŜǘǊŀ ŀƴŘ ½ŀŎƘƳŀƴƴΣ нлмрύΦ51 In 2016, Zohr minority 

stakes in the Shorouk concession, where Zohr is located, have been sold to BP (10 percent) and 

Russian oil company Rosneft (30 percent).52 However, the question remains: will Egypt have 

excess capacity to pool and export together with other producers and potential producers, like 

Israel and Cyprus? 

Indeed, EgyptΩǎ Ǝŀǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ф ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ 

and gas has come to represent 50 percent of its energy supply ς up from 35 percent in 2000. The 

domestic demand in Egypt for natural gas will keep on growing; the Egyptian Government 

ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ϵу ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƛƎƘ-efficiency natural-gas power plants at a total 

ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ мпΦп D² ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ Ψŀ мΦр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ мΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎŀǎΩ ό{ŀƳƛǊΣ нлмтύΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƛƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

developments, Egypt might remain a net gas importer ς or, at least, a non-exporter ς into the 

foreseeable future. A study on the level of energy security in Egypt found that the ratio of total 

energy resources to total consumption53 ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōȅ нлол ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ΨōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ-as-ǳǎǳŀƭΩ 

scenario (Atlam and Rapiea, 2016: 693).54 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ 9ƎȅǇǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 

to export for whatever reason, its LNG export infrastructure might also be available for them to 

utilize rather than it lying idle ς especially when one considers that, when it comes to companies, 

the ownership of exploration rights of the fields in this part of the world presents important 

overlaps. Hence, at one level, cooperation between different interests and the integration of 

projects located in different sovereign zones might seem to be relatively easy at a first glance.55 

In terms of existing circumstances, this could hold true especially for both Israel and Cyprus, 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ½ƻƘǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎƘŀǊŜƘƻƭŘŜǊΣ 9ƴƛΣ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ 

After reaching their 2003 arrangement on delimitation, Egypt and Cyprus initialed a document 

intended to further their cooperation in August 2016. However, drilling activities in these blocks 

are expected to create heightened tensions as Turkey is adamant on protecting its rights in its 

                                                        
51

 Simone Tagliapietra and Georg Zachmann, ά9ƎȅǇǘ Holds The Key To The Eastern Mediterranean's Gas 
CǳǘǳǊŜέΣ Forbes, Nov. 29, 2015, (online) www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2015/11/29/egypt-holds-the-key-to-
the-eastern-mediterraneans-gas-future/#16a78ce4b7bf 
52

 Eni, ά¢ƘŜ History of ½ƻƘǊέΣ Eni, (accessed) Nov. 22, 2017, (online) www.eni.com/en_IT/operations/ 
upstream/exploration-model/zohr-egypt.page 
53

 This indicator measures the number of years in which available energy resources can meet the expected 
demand. (Atlam and Rapiea, 2016; 685) 
54

 The same study foresees 25,8 years under a new discoveries scenario. (Atlam and Rapiea, 2016; 694) An 
earlier study finds the same ratios at 16,7 years for oil and 36 years for gas (Ediger, Devlen, McDonald, 2012; 81 
-82) Volkan Ediger, Balkan Devlen and Deniz Bingöl McDonald, ά[ŜǾŀƴǘΩǘŀ Büyük Oyun: 5ƻƐǳ !ƪŘŜƴƛȊΩƛƴ Enerji 
WŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛƐƛάΣ ¦ƭǳǎƭŀǊŀǊŀǎƤ TƭƛǒƪƛƭŜǊ, Vol. 9, No. 33, Spring 2012, pp 73 ς 92. 
55

 For example while Aphrodite and Leviathan has overlapping ownership structures, while the same company 
that discovered and holds majority stakes at Zohr is declared to have an intention to start a drilling campaign in 
άǎo-ŎŀƭƭŜŘέ concession blocks declared by the GCA, namely 8, 3, and 6 with slightly differing partnership 
structures. The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs declared that some of these άǎƻ-called blocks in the 
Mediterranean fall squarely on the Turkish continental ǎƘŜƭŦΦέ  

http://www.eni.com/en_IT/operations/
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maritime jurisdiction areas.56 In addition to these geopolitical risks, the commercial dynamics 

affecting the markets ς such as decreasing prices of LNG ς will remain a critical issue.57 

Therefore, even though Egypt might choose to further its coordination and cooperation with 

third parties, it might prove difficult to realize these regional, capital-intensive, long-term export 

projects ς and the cooperation schemes on which they are based ς without a certain consensus 

being present amongst all of the interested parties. Indeed, although Egypt might hold the key to 

the future prospects of East Med hydrocarbons, the complexity of the issue makes it difficult for 

any one party ς or even a convenient combination of parties ς to overcome the risks and 

burdens involved. 

5.2 The role of Turkey  

Turkey perceives issues related to Eastern Mediterranean hydrocarbons not merely as part of a 

broader energy deal that would contribute to its energy security but, even more importantly, as 

central to the debate concerning its wider sovereign territorial rights ς and not limited to the 

eastern Mediterranean. As such, the issues of delimitation and exploration activities by third 

parties in the East Med are topics of very high sensitivity for the countryΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ 

approach to East Med hydrocarbons should be expected to be both preventive and proactive. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŀǊǎ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭȅ 

ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƻƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ōǳǘ !ƴƪŀǊŀΩǎ ǇŜǊspective is also closely determined by concerns 

about maritime security and the issue of the delimitation and sovereign rights on areas of 

maritime jurisdiction. For Turkey, these matters are not limited to the eastern Mediterranean 

but also encompass its long-standing issues in the Aegean with Greece. Under the 

circumstances, the Turkish approach to East Med exploration activities necessitates recognition 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

Figure 4.2 ς The Turkish EEZ in the eastern Mediterranean and overlapping Greek-Cypriot blocks 

                                                        
56

 Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs showed its reaction to such intentions by informing companies, and calling 
the situation άŀ conflict waiting to ƘŀǇǇŜƴέΦ 
57 

Remarkably an expert opines that, άƎŀǎ from Israel and Cyprus exported to be liquefied at 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ two idle 
LNG plants at Idku and Damietta, for export to Europe, cannot ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜέ with the present market prices. 
(Ellinas,2016) Charles Ellinas, ά9ƎȅǇǘ impact on Cyprus and Israel (Part LLύέΣ Strata Insight, May 8, 2016, (online) 
https://stratainsight.com/2016/05/06/egypt-impact-on-cyprus-and-israel-part-ii-by-charles-ellinas/ 
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{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ .ŀǒŜǊŜƴΣ нлмлΥ ус ŀƴŘ ¸ŀȅŎƤΣ нлмнΥ ооΦ 

¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ !ƭōŀȅǊŀƪ Ƙŀǎ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΣ ΨǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ 

any and all kinds of cooperation for the commercialƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ƎŀǎΩΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŀǘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩΦ 

!ƭōŀȅǊŀƪ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƪŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

an important regional actor, as well as a reliable partner and shouldnot be assessed through the 

ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ Řŀƛƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎΣ ŎƻƴƧŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΦΩ58 At the 

same time, ǘƘŜ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ 

route as an alternative to the ǳǘƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƛŘƭŜ [bD ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ59 The Egypt LNG 

option is not a foregone investment opportunity either: the International Energy Agency (IEA) 

ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ Dŀǎ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ wŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ΨώŜϐǾŜƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ώΧϐ 

LNG markets are not expected to rebalance before the mid-нлнлǎΩΣ ŀǎ Ψfor now, LNG prices 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƭƻǿ ώΧϐ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊƻōǳǎǘƭȅΣ ƛǎ not keeping pace with the addition of 

supply (IEA, 2017: 13). The low prices and existing political and market risks and uncertainties 

ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ΨƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΩ 

(Ellinas, 2017).60 

On the export-route issue, the prevalent mood in Turkey (Karagöl and Özdemir, 2017: 55ς62)61 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ Dŀǎ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ΨƧǳǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
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 ά!ƭōŀȅǊŀƪΥ 10 ȅƤƭ sonra enerji ƛƘǊŀŎŀǘœƤǎƤ ƻƭŀŎŀƐƤȊέ 9ƴŜǊƧƛDǸƴƭǸƐǸΣ November, 2, 2017, (online) 
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59

 Delek Drilling, ά.h!a[ Emerging Markets Corporate Conference tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέΣ June 2017, 

http://www.delekdrilling.co.il/sites/default/files/media/document/field_ev_presentation/DD%2023052017%2
0vf.pdf, See Slide 24. 
60
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!ƪŘŜƴƛȊΩƛƴ Rolü, SETAV,  2017. 

http://www.delekdrilling.co.il/sites/default/files/media/document/field_ev_presentation/DD%25252525252023052017%252525252520vf.pdf
http://www.delekdrilling.co.il/sites/default/files/media/document/field_ev_presentation/DD%25252525252023052017%252525252520vf.pdf


    

Online Paper No. 22 άGas Developments in the Eastern Mediterranean: 
Trigger or Obstacle for EU-Turkey Cooperation?έ 

     

 
This project has received funding from the European ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ IƻǊƛȊƻƴ нлнл ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ         
innovation programme under grant agreement No 692976. 
 

21 

ǇƛǇŜ ŘǊŜŀƳΩ ό¢ŀƎƭƛŀǇƛŜǘǊŀΣ нлмтύΣ62 despite the fact that it has been declared a project of 

common interest by the EU and claimed to be technically feasible, economically viable and 

complementary to other projects63 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ϵсΦн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǘŀƎΤ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ Ǝŀǎ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘŀǘŜǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜΩΦ 

Hence, from a purely feasibility point of view, Turkey feels reasonably comfortable that neither a 

GreeceςCyprusςIsrael (or, possibly an Italy) deal nor an EgyptianςIsraeliςCypriot trilateral 

cooperation would create a challenge to its status as the most attractive route, and probably 

ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴΩǎ Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 

5.3 Export options, and how they will shape gas developments in the region  

Although much of the focus on the potential exportation of natural gas from the region has been 

on the construction of new LNG facilities in either Cyprus or Israel, the option of building a new 

ƭƛǉǳŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ΨƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ 

result of the following reasons:  

Cost. If one were to add together the existing net export capacity of Israel (360 bcm) and Cyprus 

(110 bcm), there would, theoretically, be more than enough gas to build a new, two-train LNG-

export facility capable of liquefying anywhere between 10 and 14 bcm/y to global markets ς 

especially in Europe, where East Med gas would not face strong competition from Qatari, 

Australian and established South East Asian LNG exports to China, Japan, Taiwan and South 

Korea. ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ [bD-ƭƛǉǳŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 

Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ς ŜǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǎΣ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǘǿƻ-ǘǊŀƛƴ 

[bD-ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ-ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ όǘƻ 

ōŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ 

{ƛƴŎŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƴŜǘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмоΣ 

ǘƻ осл ōŎƳΣ ƻǊ пл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ флл ōŎƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ 

ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мл ōŎƳκȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ му ōŎƳκȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ 

ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ǘǿƻ-ǘǊŀƛƴ [bD ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŘŜŀƭǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ-Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ ƘŀǎΣ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊ-ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ½ŜƳŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмнΣ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ƭƛǉǳŜŦȅƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ Ǝŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΦ .ȅ ǾƛǊǘǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊǳƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ όǎƛƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нлмоύ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛς/ȅǇǊƛƻǘ [bD ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

±ŀǎǎƛƭƛƪƻǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŘ ōȅ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƎŀǎΦ /ȅǇǊǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ Ǝŀǎ ǘƻ 

ǎŜƭŦ-ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǾƛŀōƭŜ [bD ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ у ōŎƳκȅΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ όƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

нлмсύ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ о ōŎƳκȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WƻǊŘŀƴƛŀƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ tƘŀǎŜ м ƻŦ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ς ŀ ŘŜŀƭ 
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 Simon Tagliapietra, άLǎ the EastMed gas pipeline just another EU pipe ŘǊŜŀƳΚέΣ Bruegel, May 10, 2017, 
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 ά! Direct Link to New Sources for 9ǳǊƻǇŜέΣ IGI Posedion, Nov. 22, 2017, (online) http://www.igi -

poseidon.com/en/eastmed 



    

Online Paper No. 22 άGas Developments in the Eastern Mediterranean: 
Trigger or Obstacle for EU-Turkey Cooperation?έ 

     

 
This project has received funding from the European ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ IƻǊƛȊƻƴ нлнл ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ         
innovation programme under grant agreement No 692976. 
 

22 

ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ64 ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ р ōŎƳκȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀ 

мл ōŎƳκȅ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘςLǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ 

ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴƪǎ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ƎǊƛŘ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǘǿƻ ƛŘƭŜ [bD-ƭƛǉǳŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ 

ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎ ƛƴ 5ŀƳƛŜǘǘŀ ŀƴŘκƻǊ LŘƪǳΦ !ƴ [bD ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƭ-!ǊƛǎƘ-!ǎƘƪŜƭƻƴ Ǝŀǎ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΦ 

LƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎΦ 9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 

ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ [bD-ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎ ŀ 

Ϸуςмл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǘŀƎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ϸпςр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ Ǝŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǇƘŀǎŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ όbƻōƭŜΣ 5ŜƭŜƪ ŀƴŘ wŀǘƛƻύ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ tƘŀǎŜ м ŦǊƻƳ нм 

ōŎƳκȅ ǘƻ мс ōŎƳκȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ όC5tύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмс65 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ C5t ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмтΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǎŜǘ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлмф ƘŀŘ ǎƘǊǳƴƪ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ς ǘƻ мн ōŎƳκȅ ς ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜ ϷоΦтр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ мнл 

ƪƳ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƎǊƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōǎƻǊō ǘƘǊŜŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ WƻǊŘŀƴΦ66 !ƴ [bD ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ Lh/Φ bƻ ǎǳŎƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ōȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǎƛŘŜ tŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ 

ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмпΦ67 

 

Figure 5.3 ς East Med Gas Export Options 
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 Sharon Udasin, άLǎǊŀŜƭ to supply gas to Jordan in $10 billion ŘŜŀƭέΣ Jerusalem Post, 26/09/2016 
65

  The initial development plan submitted in 2014 had a production target of 21 bcm/y at a cost of $6-7 billion. 
It has since been revised down to 16 bcm/y according to the revised plan submitted in February 2016. άwŜǾƛǎŜŘ 
plan pushes Leviathan ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέΣ Oil & Gas Journal, 25/02/2016, 
http://www.ogj.com/articles/2016/02/revised-plan-pushes-leviathan-development.html  
66

 άbƻōƭŜ Energy Sanctions Leviathan Project Offshore LǎǊŀŜƭέΣ 23/02/2017, https://globenewswire.com/news-
release/2017/02/23/926886/0/en/Noble-Energy-Sanctions-Leviathan-Project-Offshore-Israel.html, (accessed, 
04/10/ 2017) 
67

 James Paton, ά²ƻƻŘǎƛŘŜ Scraps $2.6 Billion Israeli Gas Deal as Talks CŀƛƭέΣ Bloomberg, 21/05/2014, 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-05-20/woodside-scraps-2-6-billion-leviathan-gas-deal-after-
talks-fail, (accessed 01/10/2017) 
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https://globenewswire.com/news-release/2017/02/23/926886/0/en/Noble-Energy-Sanctions-Leviathan-Project-Offshore-Israel.html
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Source: A.Dimou 

LŦ ŀƴ [bD ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

consumed inside the region without any exports reaching the EU? Not necessarily. Pipeline 

options do exist that could monetize, in conjunction with existing LNG-liquefaction facilities, the 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊΣ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ-

diversification strategy by as early as 2021-2022. Theoretically, there are three pipeline options 

allowing Europe to import East Med gas: (i) the East Med Gas Pipeline (EMGP), connecting Israel, 

Cyprus and Greece; (ii) a pipeline connecting Israel with Turkey, with a potential extension to 

¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ 9¦ ōƻǊŘŜǊΤ ŀƴŘ όƛƛƛύ ŀ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƛŘƭŜ 

liquefaction plants. 

The East Med Gas Pipeline (EMGP) 

Although the option of a direct pipeline linkage between the East Med and EU markets has been 

revived by the improvement of deep-offshore pipe-laying technology and the signing in April 

2017 of a preliminary framework agreement between Israel and the three EU states (the RoC, 

Greece and Italy) championing the project, its implementation remains debatable. The EMGP, 

ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ϵсΦн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘǿƛƴ-train LNG-liquefaction 

plant, but its construction will prove very challenging. Crossing over 1,900 km, it would be the 

longest pipeline ever to operate at depths close to 3,000 m.68 Due to its length and depth, it 

would need a minimum booking capacity of 10 bcm/y, and because of its technical 

characteristics it would be more difficult to scale up so as to transport additional volumes. 

                                                        
68

 Simone Tagliapietra, άLǎ the East Med gas pipeline just another EU pipe ŘǊŜŀƳΚέΣ Bruegel, 10/05/2017, 
http://bruegel.org/2017/05/is-the-eastmed-gas-pipeline-just-another-eu-pipe-dream/  
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The pipeline may end in mainland Greece, but Greece is not its principal market; Italy is, and 

currently there is no pipeline connection between Italy and Greece. More importantly, Cyprus 

does not have sufficient additional reserves to commit to the project, whereas Israel, which has 

additional reserves, understands that a 10 bcm/y commitment to the EMGP will eliminate any 

chances for exporting gas to Turkey. Should Israel decide to book 100 percent ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9aDtΩǎ 

capacity ς an unlikely probability in the absence of new discoveries ς it would still be able to 

export 3 bcm/y to Jordan and ōƻƻƪ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƛŘƭŜ ƭƛǉǳŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

scenario, Israeli companies could also export their remaining 5 bcm/y to independent gas 

operators in Egypt like Dolphinus, provided that they use in reverse one of the existing, although 

currently inoperable, pipeline connections between Israel and Egypt ς namely, the Ashkelonς

Arish pipeline or the trans-Arabian pipeline that links Israel and Egypt via Jordan. 

A pipeline connecting Israel with Turkey  

The second option is that of the LeviathanςCeyhan Gas Pipeline (LCGP), which, given its depth 

(1,500ς1,800 m) and length (500ς550 km), would also need a minimum gas commitment of 8ς10 

bcm/y in order to become financially viable. Since Israel would sell to Jordan, an LCGP pipeline ς 

estimated to cost anywhere between $2 billion and $4 billion69 ς would mean that Israeli 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ р ōŎƳκȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ςif, 

of course, they use existing infrastructure ς or the idle LNG-liquefaction capacity in Idku or 

Damietta. An 8 bcm/y LCGP would provide around 12 percent of Turkish demand ς ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΣ 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ср ōŎƳ ƛƴ нлноΣ ǿƘŜƴ 

[ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΦ70 

¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ Ǝŀǎ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎ ς ǿƘƻΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ¢ǳǊŎŀǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ς Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 

ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΤ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ Ǿƛŀ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ς 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [/DtΦ71 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

                                                        
69

 Hedy Cohen, άDŀǎ execs see Israel-Turkey gas deal by нлмтέΣ Globes, 28/06/2016, 
http://www.globes.co.il/en/ article-gas-execs-see-israel-turkey-gas-deal-by-2017-1001135479. For a detailed 
analysis, Theodoros Tsakiris, άά¢ƘŜ Leviathan-Ceyhan Pipeline: Political & Commercial Arguments Against the 
Construction of a Turkish-Israeli tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜέΣ in Sami Andoura & David Koranyi (eds.), Energy in the Eastern 
Mediterranean: Promise of Peril?,Egmont Institute & U.S. Atlantic Council, (Academia Press: May 2014), pp.47-
58. 
70

 Gulmira Rzayeva, Natural Gas in the Turkish Domestic Market: Policies and Challenges, OIES Paper#82, 
Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, (Oxford: February 2014), p.9 
71

   As Platts noted in a recent interview with Batu Aksoy, the CEO of Turcas, the leading developer of the 
Leviathan-Ceyhan consortium on the Turkish side ά²ƘƛƭŜ previous reports have said that if Israeli gas was 
brought to Turkey, the bulk of it would be transited on to Europe, Aksoy said άLƴ moderate to high growth 
cases, most of the gas to be imported to Turkey may be for local Turkish ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴέΣ European Gas Daily, 
21/04/2016, p.2. 

http://www.globes.co.il/en/%252525252520article-gas-execs-see-israel-turkey-gas-deal-by-2017-1001135479
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ǿƘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŀƴŘκƻǊ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ Ǝŀǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ Ǿƛŀ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ 

¢!b!tκ¢!t ό¢Ǌŀƴǎ !ƴŀǘƻƭƛŀƴ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ Dŀǎ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜκ¢Ǌŀƴǎ !ŘǊƛŀǘƛŎ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜύ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ72 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ aŜŘ Ǝŀǎ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 

ǘƘŀǘΥ  

¶ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢!b!t ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜȅƘŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΤ 

¶ ¢!b!tΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ р ōŎƳκȅΣ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ȊŜǊƛ Ǝŀǎ 

ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƘŀƘ 5ŜƴƛȊ н ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ !ȊŜǊƛ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǇƛŀƴ {ŜŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ 

ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-нлнлǎΤ 

¶ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŦǊŜŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¢!t ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ aŜŘ ƎŀǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ !ȊŜǊƛ-ōŀǎŜŘ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀƘ 5ŜƴƛȊ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ Ǝŀǎ 

¶ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ -ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ¢!t- ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘς9¦ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 9¦ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ ŀƴŘ 

¶ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛǊǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȅǇǊǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

[/Dt ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎΩǎ 99½ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛŦŀŎŜǘŜŘ 

ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻ/Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ Ƴŀȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΦ 

Lƴ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ 9¦ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ-

Ǝŀǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

ŀƴȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9aDtΦ 

! ÐÉÐÅÌÉÎÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÎÇ !ÐÈÒÏÄÉÔÅȾ,ÅÖÉÁÔÈÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ %ÇÙÐÔȭÓ ÌÉÑÕÅÆÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ [bD ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛǊǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ȅǇǊǳǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9aDt ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ wƻ/ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ 

ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀǎ ƭŀǘŜ ŀǎ нлмо ς ƴŀƳŜƭȅΣ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ [bD 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ [ŀƪƪƻǘǊȅǇƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ Ǝŀǎ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ WƻǊŘŀƴ73 ŀǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 

ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ WƻǊŘŀƴƛŀƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ½ƻƘǊ Ƙŀǎ 

ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ ƻǊ 

[ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ tƘŀǎŜ н Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΦ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ Ƴŀȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ Ǿƛŀ ¢ŀƳŀǊ ƻǊ [ŜǾƛŀǘƘŀƴ tƘŀǎŜ м ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ǇǊŜ-ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 

ǘƘŜ !ǎƘƪŜƭƻƴ-9ƭ !ǊƛǎƘ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ 

ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ LŘƪǳ ƻǊ 5ŀƳƛŜǘǘŀΦ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜ Ǝŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƎƛƴ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ осςпн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ƛƴ нлмуΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ƴƻ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǘŜ нлнл ǘƻ ƳƛŘς

                                                        
72

 Jonathan Ferziger and Elliott Gotkine, ά¦Φ{Φ Says Israel Gas May Help Europe Diversify From Russian CǳŜƭέ, 

Bloomberg, 07/04/2016. 
73

 Henderson, Jordanôs Energy Supply Options, op.cit, pp.7-8. 
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нлнмΦ LŘƪǳ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƳƛŜǘǘŀ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƳƛȄ ǘƻ 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǾƛŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜΩǎ ƎŀǎΣ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ тΦп ōŎƳκȅ 

ƻǾŜǊ мр ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ LŘƪǳΩǎ ƭƛǉǳŜŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ όŜstimated at 9.36 

bcm/y) but it is more than enough to book the entire capacity at Damietta for 17 years.  

Damietta is also much closer to Aphrodite, at a distance of 200 km, whereas the Idku facility is 

400 km away from the Cypriot field ς thereby doubling the cost of the necessary offshore 

pipeline. Cypriot gas can book Damietta alone; for Idku, an Israeli contribution is necessary. The 

biggest challenge for the RoC, which its current administration has been unable to overcome, is 

the fact that Shell ς which joined the Aphrodite consortium in January 2016 ς is a major 

shareholder not in Damietta but in the Idku facility. Shell controls 35 percent of the Aphrodite 

consortium, while Delek and Noble, who control the remaining 65 percent, want to prioritize 

LevƛŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ 

lobbying Tel Aviv in favour of the LeviathanςCeyhan pipeline. 

This non-alignment between the commercial preferences of the RoC, which remains the biggest 

single ownŜǊ ƻŦ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ǝŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŜƪ ŀƴŘ 

bƻōƭŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜƭŀȅƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǊŀƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƳƻƴŜǘƛȊŜ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜΩǎ Ǝŀǎ 

for the benefit of the RoC and the EU. These LNG volumes, part of which will be sold to the EU, 

Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊƛƻǘ Ǝŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 9¦ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜΩǎ 

initial discovery in 2011. Israeli exports, primarily from Leviathan, are quite likely to follow once 

Tel Aviv and Cairo resolve their $1.76 billion dispute over the compensation that Egyptian 

Natural Gas Holding Company EGAS has to pay to the Israeli Electricity Company for the 

disruption of a 2012 contract that supplied, at the time, 60 percent of Israeli demand. 

If, by 2021-2022 Cypriot and LǎǊŀŜƭƛ Ǝŀǎ ƛǎ ŦŜŘ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ [bD ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

liquefy up to 15.86 bcm/y,74 then the EU will be importing East Med LNG in significant volumes 

for the first time since the beginning of the Arab revolts in early 2011. Historically, these 

facilities, commissioned in 2005, reached their peak utilization rate in 2010 with a total 

liquefaction volume of 9.71 bcm, while 48.6 percent of that LNG (i.e. 4.72 bcm) was eventually 

consumed in the EU ς primarily in Spain, which imported 2.62 bcm in 2010.75  

If the facilities are indeed booked at capacity and the 2010 patterns are reconfirmed, then the 

EU may get easily 50 percent of the combined Damietta/Idku liquefaction capacity, amounting to 

7.93 bcm/y. If Damietta restarts operations first in 2021, fed only by Cypriot gas, then the EU can 

import up to 7.4 bcm/y from the region ς a volume equal to three quarters of the Azeri gas 

exports scheduled to arrive via the TANAP/TAP system in late 2020. 

                                                        
74

   The Damietta facility is a single-train LNG plant with a 6,5 bcm/y liquefaction capacity. Idku has two LNG-
trains each with a 4,68 bcm/y capacity. International Gas Union, World LNG Report-2015, (IGU: 2015), p.77. 
75

   BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2011, (London: June 2011), data are for 2010, p.29.  
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6. Dri vers and Scenarios 

In the light of the foregoing geopolitical and geoeconomic analysis, focused on the eastern 

Mediterranean region, we are able to define a set of drivers that will affect the specific potential 

scenarios of conflict, cooperation and convergence. 

The quantity of eastern Mediterranean offshore gas. The eventually exploitable amount of 

offshore natural gas is considered to be a key driver in so far as it will impact on the requirement 

to collaborate with Turkey. At the one extreme is the scenario whereby the eventually 

exploitable natural gas that can ultimately be exported to EU markets is relatively low. This 

scenario may push the various stakeholders to choose one of the less-expensive option, which is 

the construction of a pipeline linking these offshore fields to the Turkish grid to then be exported 

to Europe.  

A low exportable quantity will preclude more expensive infrastructure options like the 

construction of an LNG facility in Cyprus or longer pipeline projects bypassing Turkey. Under 

these conditions, the natural-gas parameter would also have a benign influence on ongoing 

Cyprus negotiations to the extent that a political settlement on the island would be almost an 

economic and financial precondition for the commercialization of those resources that fall under 

the sovereignty of Cyprus. Therefore, somewhat paradoxically, a low volume of exploitable 

offshore-gas resources would strengthen the prospects of a cooperation scenario. 

A potentially high volume of exploitable resources would act in the opposite direction by 

essentially obviating the possibility of TurkeȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ 

sufficient economic endowment to justify investment in more costly gas-transport 

infrastructure, precluding the possibility of creating a transport link through Turkey. In the same 

vein, this prospect of higher potential economic gain would create a stronger incentive to push 

ahead with these projects even without the collaboration of Ankara. So, from this angle, the 

higher volume of exploitable offshore gas in the East Med would act as a driver leading to the 

conflict scenario between Turkey and the EU on account of an increase in the political tension 

between EU member Cyprus and Turkey. 

2000s, it was believed that they would trigger more cooperation between the two communities 

on the island and therefore play a constructive role in negotiations facilitating the settlement of 

the Cyprus dispute. The argument still stands. In other words, offshore gas findings could, under 

these conditions, be interpreted as a driver for the convergence and/or cooperation scenario 

between Turkey and the EU. Yet, the energy issue has not by itself been a strong enough 

motivating factor for a Cyprus settlement thus far. Other political issues, ranging from power-

sharing arrangements to the future of the guarantee and security system, were clearly more 

important in determining the outcome of these as-yet failed negotiations.  

But to the extent that the prospects of a settlement are dimming, the energy issue has the 

potential to play a totally different role in terms of creating a more confrontational situation 

between Cyprus and Turkey and therefore becoming a strong driver for a conflict scenario. The 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƻƴ /ȅǇǊǳǎΩǎ 9ȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ½ƻƴŜ 
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illustrate this potential for conflict. Indeed, if the parties have conclusively to reach a settlement 

under the UN-led talks, there is a strong possibility for Cyprus and Turkey to find themselves in a 

direct conflict in the regions of the Mediterranean that form the subjects of this dispute.  

¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ 

Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), is to recognize its EEZ to the south of the island where, on 

the basis of an agreement with the TRNC, Turkey would be willing to engage in exploration for 

natural-gas resources. In an interview with the Greek daily Kathimerini in early February 2018, 

¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 4ŀǾǳǒƻƐƭǳ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

activities in the eastern MediterrŀƴŜŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǎƻƻƴΥ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ 

these resources so we plan to start drilling in the eastern Mediterranean region in the near 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩΦ76 In return, Egypt warned Turkey against any infringement of its economic rights in the 

eastern Mediterranean under a maritime-border-demarcation agreement signed in 2013 with 

Cyprus that allows exploration for gas in the area ς thereby clearly illustrating the potential for 

conflict.77 

The evolution of natural-gas prices. Spot prices for natural gas are also considered to be a 

similar driver to the previously identified one of volume of exploitable offshore gas. Higher 

natural-gas prices would raise the economic value of these resources and create more 

economically feasible transport options that preclude Turkey. As such, higher natural-gas prices 

could lead to a conflict scenario based on dynamics very similar to those explained in the 

previous paragraph. Again, similarly, lower natural-gas prices would, in return, force the various 

stakeholders to choose less costly transport options to EU markets ς a scenario in which reliance 

ƻƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ 

of a cooperation or even convergence scenario. 

The evolution of the TurkeyςIsrael political relationship. An improved political atmosphere 

between Turkey and Israel could potentially allow Turkey to direct the offshore gas under Israeli 

sovereignty to Turkey through a newly constructed pipeline. This outcome would severely dent 

the feasibility of the tripartite (Israel, Egypt, Cyprus) pooling of offshore resources to be 

exported to Europe, bypassing Turkey. Such a development would strengthen the cooperation 

scenario. The more likely outcome, however, is a continuing deterioration in the TurkeyςIsrael 

relationship leading to an increased likelihood of the tripartite effort succeeding in bypassing 

Turkey for exports to Europe. Turkey would then seek to deter these efforts, leading to the 

scenario of conflict with Europe. 

The evolution of the TurkeyςEgypt political relationship. A very similar analysis to the one 

above can be undertaken with respect to this driver, with an even higher likelihood of a 

continuing deterioration in the bilateral relationship and the emergence of the conflict scenario 

as an outcome. 

                                                        
76

 http://aa.com.tr/en/energyterminal/natural-gas/turkey-plans-to-explore-resources-in-e-mediterranean-
/18696 
77

 https://in.reuters.com/article/egypt-energy-zohr-turkey/egypt-warns-turkey-over-eastern-mediterranean-
economic-interests-idINKBN1FR1IT 
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The evolution of CyprusςEgyptςIsrael cooperation. The strengthening of this tripartite 

collaboration ς which would either use the Egypt-based LNG facilities (more likely) or build a 

new pipeline to Greece (less likely) to export gas from the East Med fields to EU markets ς would 

lead to the conflict scenario for reasons explained above. Turkey would want to undermine any 

such initiative that sought to bypass Turkish territory for exports to Europe. 

The growth performance of the Turkish economy is also seen as a driver. A strong and 

sustainable growth performance would increase natural-gas consumption and the need for 

additional imports purely for domestic consumption. Ankara would then be more inclined to 

devise an approach that would help it to leverage the East Med offshore resources ς in 

particular, by fast-ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ CǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ 

well, direct access to a large and growing natural-gas market in close proximity would create a 

strong incentive to cooperate with Turkey and to direct its exportable natural gas exclusively to 

Turkey.  

{ǳŎƘ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ 

energy hub, and enhance the prospects of a cooperation scenario with Europe. At the same 

time, by exclusively drawing Israel-owned resources, Turkey would undermine the prospects of 

the tripartite CyprusςEgyptςIsrael cooperation that would have led to a conflict scenario. 
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http://www.globes.co.il/en/ article-gas-execs-see-israel-turkey-gas-deal-by-2017-1001135479  
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